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			NOTE FROM THE DEAN









		






			Welcome to the second issue of "The Bridge" newsletter from Flagler College’s School of Business. Spring semester is in full swing, and our faculty and students have been incredibly busy—winning awards, presenting at conferences, and even launching a student-run record label! Read on for all the exciting updates.
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	As we continue pushing our programs toward excellence, we want to thank you for your generous support of the School of Business and Flagler College. Your input and engagement are invaluable as we work to deliver a world-class education that prepares students for today’s challenges and tomorrow’s opportunities. Flagler College's success has always been a collective endeavor, and we deeply appreciate the unwavering support and commitment of our alumni and friends. We couldn’t do it without you!









			Charles White, Ph.D.
Dean, School of Business
Peter and Sue Freytag Professor of Management









		






			NEWS & UPDATES









		






			We have two faculty searches underway in sport management and hospitality and tourism management.









		






			STUDENT SUCCESS STORIES
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	Our Hospitality and Tourism Management students took on the Big Apple in style! The students gleaned invaluable experience shadowing industry pros at the iconic 54 Below Cabaret Club. They also got to immerse themselves in world-class experiences at the Museum of Modern Art and Madame Tussauds. The students gained a deeper appreciation for the art of hospitality and tourism. 
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	The trip reached new heights with an unforgettable elevated dining and wine service experience at Aldo Sohm Wine Bar. These future leaders got the opportunity to learn what it takes to create unforgettable guest moments.
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	The Student Accounting Society members, led by Timothy Creel (Associate Professor of Accounting), had an incredible opportunity to attend the Institute of Management Accountants conference in Anaheim, California. Students met with executives from large corporations like Johnson & Johnson, as well as  government organizations such as









			the FBI & CIA. This three-day event was a perfect blend of education and exploration, featuring insightful sessions, valuable networking, and local tours, including visits to Angels Stadium and the Anaheim Convention Center, adding an element of local exploration to their professional journey. Natalie Masten, a senior accounting student shared, “I had an incredible time and was even fortunate enough to try on the IRS agent’s vest-it was so heavy!” 









		






			[image: A group of women posing for a photo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


	Dr. Jillian McNiff Villemaire, Associate Professor and Sport Management program director, hosted the annual Women in Sport Guest Speaker Series event in Markland House at Flagler College on Friday, February 7 in honor of National Girls & Women in Sports Day® by the Women’s Sports Foundation.









			The two-hour speaker series included a panel of women from the sports industry who were asked questions by Dr. Ashley Ryder. The panelist guests were Whitney Meyer of the Jacksonville Jaguars, Brooke Hopfe also of the Jacksonville Jaguars, Anastasia Geoffroy of the PGA Tour, and Conchi Sanchez of the Flagler Athletics department. They discussed topics ranging from stereotypes women face in the sports industry, to where they see the sports industry heading in the next five to ten years, how AI will impact the sporting experience for fans, and gave advice to all students about what it takes to make it in the industry. Students were able to gain great advice on how to chart their career paths forward, how to gain mentorship opportunities, how to navigate time management in their careers, and other invaluable tips. The event had a large turnout of student attendees who appreciated the opportunity to hear firsthand accounts from successful women in the field.
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The Hospitality & Tourism Management program had the chance to collaborate with the Music Arts Program on an event in January to gain hands-on experience. The performance called, “Alone, Together” gave students a chance to learn how to serve around singers and provided a cabaret-style dining experience.
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Students enjoyed a trip with Dr. Blen Solomon as she took her Money and Banking Class to the Federal Reserve in the Fall 2024 semester.









		






			FACULTY SPOTLIGHTS
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			DR. YVAN KELLY began his journey with Flagler College in 1989 as an Instructor of Economics and as a basketball coach! Since then, Dr. Kelly has held many different roles, contributed immensely to the college, and is currently the Chair of the Department of Accounting, Economics, & Finance. He also has a passion for music that he has brought to Flagler College to provide students with unparalleled opportunities.   
Dr. Kelly researched and wrote an article titled “Not Your Parent’s Top 20: Or Is It?” which was published in the journal American Music Perspectives.  The article examines how consumers’ tastes and preferences in popular music are influenced by previous generations. 
Dr. Kelly also organized the ’23 RPM (Research in Popular Music) Conference which was held on campus in September 2023.  The conference attracted scholars from the field of music business from New York University, Boston University, Berklee College of Music, University of Southern California, and other colleges.  The Journal of Popular Music Education printed a special edition of the conference proceedings. 
In addition, Dr. Kelly teaches BUS 340 Business of the Music Industry, which was taught for the first time in the semester of Fall 2023.  The course examines the history of popular music, publishing, copyrights, record labels and contracts, and the business of live music. 
In 2025, Dr. Kelly is bringing a student record label to Flagler College! There will be a contest this March where students will submit ideas for the name and a winner will be chosen. There will also be a new course in Fall 2025 taught by Dr. Kelly that gives students the opportunity to record, promote, and market an album for an artist from Flagler College. 
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DR. JILLIAN VILLEMAIRE received a Master Professor recognition from the Commission on Sport Management Accreditation (COSMA) and also the Educator of the Year award from the North American Society for Sport Management (NASSM). 
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	DR. ALLEN BARCLAY and Daniel Meeh '24 presented their research paper on the German Automobile Industry at the 2025 Hawaii University International Conference on Humanities and Education in early January.  Daniel is a recent graduate with a degree in Accounting from the Flagler School of Business. Dr. Barclay is Chair of the Department of Business Administration, International Business, and Marketing, and an Associate Professor of Management.  
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	DR. DAVID RIVERA JR. has been invited to be a guest speaker and panelist at Cornell University. He will visit and speak on the state of the Latino work and career growth experience to business and hospitality students. He is the Chair for the Department of Applied Management, Coordinator of the Hospitality and Tourism Management Program, and a Freytag Professor of Hospitality and Tourism Management. He continues to provide students with ample opportunity to apply









			skills learned in experiential settings through events for students such as his recent New York City trip to Below 54, to the recent cabaret collaboration, to a trip to Lake Nona Resorts and more! Our school and students are grateful for his leadership and dedication! 









			[image: A person sitting on a couch

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


	  

KIMBERLY BYNUM, a Visiting Lecturer, led a recent experiential learning project at Ring Power in St. Johns County, providing students with valuable insights into the business world. Her courses are consistently praised by students for their practical application.









		






			BUSINESS WEEK 2025
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	The annual Business Week culminates in a pitch competition set for March 6, 2025. Students will compete for prizes totaling $8,500. The keynote speaker for Business Week this year will be Amy C. Edmondson. Amy is the Novartis Professor of Leadership and Management at Harvard Business School. She was recognized in 2021 as #1 on the Thinkers50 global ranking of management thinkers and is the author of three best-selling books on teams and innovation.









			Amy is excited to join the Business Week program, not only because of her research on business innovation, but because she has a personal tie to Flagler College. Her uncle, Dr. Drew Dillon, taught English at Flagler for 33 years, from 1972-2005.

We are super excited she will be joining us as our keynote speaker on March 6. Alumni and friends are invited to join us for the Lion’s Cage Competition and more! See our Business Week 2025 Website for a full list of events.
 









		Business Week 2025 






		






			ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT
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Flagler College wants to help alumni connect with and support each other, especially alumni-owned businesses. Did you know we have a map where you can post your alumni-owned business and find other alumni-owned businesses in your area on our website? Submit your business and learn more here: Alumni Owned Business Map.
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	Registration for Alumni Weekend 2025
is now open!

Find the schedule of events, recommendations on where to stay, and the registration form at www.flagler.edu/AlumniWeekend.









			The Business Advisory Board of Flagler College and the St. John’s County Chamber of Commerce invite alumni to attend the Business Week Networking Reception on March 4th, 2025 from 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm. This is an opportunity for our current students to practice their networking skills with alumni, board members, and other local business leaders. Please RSVP by Friday, Feb 28th. A parking pass will be sent via email to all guests on Monday, March 3rd.









		






			BUSINESS ADVISORY BOARD UPDATES









		






			It is with profound sadness that we announce the passing of Wayne Robison, Founder, President and CEO of Rulon International and valued member of our Business Advisory Board. Wayne’s visionary leadership and entrepreneurial spirit left an indelible mark on our School and the business community. Beyond his many accomplishments, Wayne’s true legacy will be his kindness, generosity, and commitment to helping others. He will be deeply missed and our heartfelt condolences go out to his wife Eleanor and the Rulon Family. For more information, please visit https://rulonco.com/wayne-robison/
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