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DEAR FLAGLER FAMILY,

This time of the academic year naturally lends itself to a time 
of reflection. As I look back over my first year at Flagler College in 
the role of president, one word emerges – remarkable. We have an 
outstanding group of students, faculty and staff who continue to 
shape the College into an institution that is nationally recognized 
for its transformative education and experiences. 

Academically, this was a year for some fabulous firsts. The 
College was named number one in undergraduate teaching by 
U.S. News and World Report for its category in the south. We also 
concurrently welcomed one of our largest and most academically 
prepared classes in the fall and graduated our largest class ever 
this spring. 

More importantly, the College developed its newly imagined 
signature general education program – the Core Curriculum. 
It is our most ambitious update to the courses students take 
during their first two years of coursework. This is a one-of-a-
kind program that will set us apart from any other academic 
experience in the country. The culminating event of this program 
is the Flagler Sophomore High Impact Practice (FlagSHIP), which 
launched in January and had additional offerings in May.   

As we continue to aspire for that next level of greatness, the 
College has embarked on its most comprehensive improvement 
plan, the Five Star Plan, with a focus in four critical areas - 
facilities, technology, campus enhancements and the student 

experience. You’ll have an opportunity to read more in-depth 
about the project in the pages of this magazine, but the overall 
goal is to create the best possible college experience for our 
students.

Finally, I’m excited to announce the College’s largest and most 
transformational gift in its history from the William R. Kenan, Jr. 
Charitable Trust. This $12 million gift will result in an additional 
$36 million that will make it possible for the College to address 
issues critical to the student experience, including, increased 
student financial aid and scholarships for FlagSHIP, academic 
program enhancements such as the new CORE curriculum, 
technological infrastructure, and through the Five Star Plan the 
restoration, preservation, and better utilization of the campus’s 
historic buildings, specifically the former Hotel Ponce de Leon.

This is an exciting time for the College and I look forward seeing 
what the next academic year holds for us. 

SINCERELY, 

President John Delaney

PRESIDENT 'S LET TER:



4     FLAGLER COLLEGE MAGAZINE   Summer 2022 www.flagler.edu/magazine   FLAGLER COLLEGE MAGAZINE     5        

T H E  B R E E Z E W A Y

On the 58th anniversary of a Civil Rights sit-in that took 
place at the Hotel Ponce de Leon, students, faculty, staff 

and community leaders unveiled a marker at Flagler College 
commemorating the significance of that day.  

The marker was created through a partnership with Flagler’s 
Black Student Union and the Student Government Association. 
It was unveiled at the College on March 31.  

In 1964, the late-Patricia Roberson and 150 students from 
Richard J. Murray High School conducted a sit-in at the 
segregated Ponce dining room before it was the College. More 
than 110 students, including Roberson, were arrested by police 

officers armed with dogs and cattle prods. Twelve years later 
Roberson graduated from Flagler College and went on to serve 
the St. Johns County community as an educator. 

Dr. Michael Butler, Kenan Distinguished Professor of History, 
brought this story of courage to his Flagler students several 
years ago and work began to commemorate the event.  

Members of the Black Student Union said the marker will be 
a way to honor Civil Rights champions like Roberson, as well as 
a permanent symbol of BSU's dedication to giving students who 
are Black a voice on campus and in the community.

MARKER COMMEMORATES LEGACY OF 
CIVIL RIGHTS SIT-IN AT THE PONCE
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Flagler College’s preparation of the next generation of 
teachers has been recognized as a top-tier education 

program in Florida. 

The Elementary/Exceptional Student Education/ESOL/
Reading program was ranked No. 1 in the state with four other 
colleges and universities based on the 2021 "Florida Teacher 
Preparation Programs" annual performance report by the 
Florida Department of Education.  

In addition, Flagler and Florida Atlantic University received 
the highest score for student learning and growth.  

The rankings were based on placement rate, retention  
rate, student performance on statewide assessments and 
teacher evaluations.  

The education program, which is offered at both the St. 
Augustine campus and the Tallahassee campus, prepares the 
future teachers of Florida to successfully transition into a full-
time teaching position and lead a classroom of young students. 
The Flagler College Elementary Education program provides a 
state-of-the-art curriculum paired with hands-on experiences 
that link content, theory and practice from day one.   

Shelly Haser, Education Professor and Department Chair 
at the Tallahassee campus, said the ranking is evidence that 
Flagler’s program is succeeding in preparing teachers for the 
demanding field, and that Flagler will continue to develop 
innovative partnerships with schools.

FLAGLER COLLEGE  
EDUCATION PROGRAM  
RANKS FIRST IN THE STATE

After holding the interim position for more than a year, 
Dr. Art Vanden Houten has been named as the next Vice 

President of Academic Affairs and Dean of the Faculty at 
Flagler College.  

“Ultimately, Dr. Vanden Houten’s extensive and broad 
leadership experience, especially since I am new to the 
College, swayed me to select him,” said Flagler President John 
Delaney. “I trust he will use his permanency to strengthen the 
Academic Affairs division and programs.”  

In his interim role, Vanden Houten helped lead the 
academics program as it navigated the COVID-19 pandemic, 
as well as through the retirement of former President Joseph 
Joyner and Delaney’s new presidency.  

Before joining Academic Affairs as the Dean of Academic 
Life, he had been an associate professor of Political Science 
at Flagler since 1997, and was a former chair of the Flagler 
College Faculty Senate. His classroom lectures had been 
videotaped and broadcast on C-SPAN’s “Lectures in  
History” program.  

Vanden Houten’s primary teaching interests included 
courses in the history of political thought and international 
relations. He earned his Ph.D. in Political Science and his  
M.A. in International Relations from the University of  
South Carolina. He previously taught at the University  
of South Carolina.  

In 2021, he took over the interim role from retiring 
Academic Affairs Dean Alan Woolfolk, who had served in the 
position since 2007.

ART VANDEN HOUTEN NAMED 
VP OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
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The belltowers at Flagler College are always cranking out 
an eclectic mix of classic tunes that make a walk across 

campus a memorable and entertaining journey. 

efelgnis

ewn rkyo, wne kryo

detysarey

tras sawr hmete

inaop amn

wonwtodn

moroe nda elujti

rhee eocms het usn

FAMILIAR SOUNDS FROM 
THE FLAGLER BELLTOWERS

T H E  B R E E Z E W A Y

A new tradition for graduating seniors began this  
   past December when Flagler College held its 

first Baccalaureate ceremony coupled with a Senior 
Celebration. The Baccalaureate reception allowed 
seniors to celebrate their achievements with the 
professors and faculty members who aided in their 
success during their time at the College.

FLAGLER HOSTS 
ITS FIRST  
BACCALAUREATE

SCAN TO HEAR SAMPLES 
FROM THE BELLTOWERS

UNSCRAMBLE THE LETTERS TO REVEAL SONGS THE  
BELLTOWERS PLAY THROUGHOUT THE DAY:

Once all the words have been unscrambled, copy each letter from 
the circes above to uncover a hidden message:

,

Feelings | New York, New York | Yesterday | Star Wars Theme | Piano Man | 
Downtown | Romeo and Juliet | Here Comes the Sun | GO SAINTS 

!
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What started as a need to help Flagler researchers study 
a threatened gopher tortoise has led to a campus club 

building a high-tech robot with a camera that is designed to 
carefully crawl into the animals’ burrows for a closer look.  

The robot was the brainchild of Flagler College senior Abigail 
Belchior, a Coastal Environmental Science major and president 
of the FCSTEAM club, which stands for Flagler College Science, 
Technology, Entrepreneurship, Arts and Math. The club works 
on robotics construction and competitions that get college 
students invested in science and creativity.  

“One of our advisors, Dr. Ben Atkinson, who is a Coastal 
Environmental Science professor, does research on gopher 
tortoises,” Belchior said. “We started talking about using 
cameras with the robots that we already had to carry them down 
into the gopher tortoise burrows.”  

Belchior and the former FCSTEAM president Kyle Clark 
worked with Atkinson to design and fit the camera housing onto 
the robots.  

“I was never into robotics,” Belchior said. “[Clark] was 
the one who knew the robotics part. I just knew the Coastal 
Environmental Science and learned robotics through this.”  

The team worked to attach a remote-control receiver to a 
robot chassis so researchers can capture what happens inside in 
real time.  

“It was a lot of wires and a lot of time,” Belchior said. 

The team usually goes out to observe the gopher tortoise 
burrows a couple times a week at the Guana Tolomato Matanzas 
Research Reserve (GTM) in St. Augustine. Their research has 
now moved from observing the tortoises to finding out what 
other kinds of animals use and benefit from these burrows.  

“These animals are called commensal species. We are looking 
at what other species use the burrows, how they use them and 
how the burrows help them,” Belchior said. “The burrows can 
be used as protection from fires, from severe weather and 
sometimes for reproduction. We want to know more specifically 
what the species in Northeast Florida area use the burrows for.” 

Listed as a threatened species, gopher tortoises live along the 
Florida coast, as well as throughout the state in forests, pastures 
and even yards. They dig deep burrows that not only provide 
themselves shelter, but also can be shared with more than 
350 other species, according to the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission. The gopher tortoise is what is known 
as a keystone species: if they die out then the entire ecosystem is 
disrupted. This is one of the reasons that state law protects both 
the tortoises and their burrows.   

“Everything else suffers from the loss of gopher tortoises,” 
Belchior said. “They are considered ecosystem engineers that 
alter the landscape in a noticeable way. Knowing what other 
species use the burrows is important, too, because the loss of the 
gopher tortoise burrows could indirectly affect another species 
that serves another important role in the ecosystem.” 

What began as a club project has now evolved into a research 
proposal that Belchior plans to use for her senior capstone 
project in the fall of 2022.

STUDENT-BUILT  
ROBOT HELPS 
COASTAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROGRAM STUDY 
TORTOISES
By Danielle Filjon, ‘22
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In the largest gift in Flagler College’s more than 50-year 
history, the William R. Kenan, Jr. Charitable Trust has 

made a $12 million, 3-1 matching gift that will help make key 
investments in the College’s future.  

“A good education is the most cherished gift a young person 
can receive,” said Kenan Trust Trustee Thomas S. Kenan III 
quoting William R. Kenan, Jr. “We are delighted to partner 
with Flagler College to carry on this dream, which was also 
envisioned by the late Lawrence Lewis, Jr., as well as his sister 
Mary Lily Flagler Wiley, who once served as a trustee for the 
Kenan Trust.” 

The Kenan Trust’s gift will be the stimulus for an additional 
$36 million to address issues critical to the student experience, 
including increased student financial aid, academic program 
enhancements, technological infrastructure and the restoration, 
preservation and better utilization of the campus’s historic 
buildings like the former Hotel Ponce de Leon. 

A total of $7 million of the gift will be directed to addressing 
areas of improvement to the Ponce, including upgraded 
climate control, updated corridors, the creation of study 
lounges, community spaces for larger groups of students and 
enhancements to the historical elegance of the National Historic 
Landmark building.  

The overall effort will ensure an environment that is 
conducive to meeting student and personnel needs while 
continuing the College’s reputation for best practices in historic 
preservation. In addition, $500,000 will be used to create 
classrooms and studio space for the Music program that the 
Kenan Trust helped establish at Flagler in 2018. 

Capital dollars included in the gift will also allow the College 
to maintain its national standing as a leading regional liberal 
arts and pre-professional institution by making technological 
infrastructure improvements. The changes include a new 

Enterprise Resource Planning and Student Information System 
(ERP), which will streamline student registration,  
optimize students’ schedules and generate financial  
statements and budgets. 

In addition, $2 million of the gift will serve as a match to 
other donors in establishing up to 85 new endowed scholarships 
for students with financial need, as well as minority and first-
generation college students. There is also $1 million available 
to match donors interested in providing enhancements to the 
Flagler Sophomore High Impact Program (known as FlagSHIP), 
which aims to deliver experiential learning opportunities that 
combine classroom study with real-world experiences, people 
and issues.   

The remaining $1.5 million of the Kenan Trust’s gift will be 
used to provide matching funds for annual support from alumni, 
parents, organizations, foundations and friends to the College’s 
Flagler Fund.   

“Flagler College has enjoyed remarkable successes in its first 
50 years, with strong support from the Kenan Trust. Our hope 
is to provide every deserving student at Flagler the opportunity 
to not just survive, but to thrive on our campus,” said Flagler 
College President John Delaney. “We are thankful to the Kenan 
Trust for their trust, partnership and support.” 

The Kenan Trust has had a long-standing partnership with 
Flagler, as it played a key role in the College’s development 
through many grants over the years. The relationship goes  
back to the founding of Flagler and its first major project –  
the renovation of Kenan Hall (1982), named for William R. 
Kenan, Jr.  

The renovation of this academic building is one of the most 
important milestones in the College's history. The Trust also 
helped fund the construction of the Proctor Library in 1996, as 
well as the restoration of the Ponce’s Dining Hall, Rotunda, and 

KENAN TRUST MAKES LARGEST  
GIFT IN FLAGLER COLLEGE HISTORY

By Beth Sweeny, '05  |  Photography By Zach Thomas, '00
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Grand Parlor (1989); the establishment of the Kenan Endowed 
Professorship Fund (2000); the renovation of the Molly 
Wiley Art Building (2007); a challenge grant to fund student 
scholarships (2011); the construction of Pollard Hall (2014); 
and providing start-up funds to launch Flagler College’s  
Music minor (2018). 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MAKING A DIFFERENCE ON 
FLAGLER’S CAMPUS, VISIT VISIT WWW�FLAGLER�EDU/GIVING  
OR CONTACT THE OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT AT 
904-819-6437

“We believe a good 
education is the most 
cherished gift. We 
know Flagler  
College will take  
this gift and  
multiply it to  
provide a  
world-class  
education to  
its students.”
THOMAS S� KENAN III
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FLAGLER LAUNCHES AMBITIOUS FIVE STAR PLAN

This summer, Flagler College is beginning work on a 
comprehensive improvement strategy dubbed the “Five 
Star Plan,” which is focused on four critical areas – facilities, 
technology, campus enhancements and the student experience. 

It is the College’s goal to take a one-of-a-kind college 
experience and make it even better through major renovation 
work throughout Ponce Hall, as well as new opportunities, 
programs and resources for students when they return in the  
fall of 2022.  
For more on the Five Star Plan, visit www�flagler�edu/fivestarplan

Multi-Million Dollar Project will 
Bring Major Changes and Upgrades 
to the Campus for Fall 

FIVE STAR PLAN
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FLAGLER LAUNCHES AMBITIOUS FIVE STAR PLAN

Our student experience aims to connect students to each other and the 
Flagler community through programming both on and off-campus. In 
addition, Flagler is launching a new Core Curriculum, which is a distinctive 
offering of courses that will give students a well-rounded education.

STUDENT  
EXPERIENCE

Our campus enhancements take advantage of our beautiful location 
in downtown St. Augustine and offer amenities such as a kayak 
launch and fire pits to enjoy the year-round pleasant weather.

CAMPUS  
ENHANCEMENTS

Our technology updates will strengthen Internet connections to provide 
students with a smooth experience while accessing needed academic 
sites, but also while visiting and relaxing with others.

TECHNOLOGY  
INFRASTRUCTURE

Our facility enhancements include updated and expanded laundry 
facilities, new furniture, common area lounges and kitchens, new 
student study spaces plus updated flooring, paint and lighting in 
most of our residence halls.

FACILITY  
ENHANCEMENTS
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By John Jordan 
Photography by Zach Thomas, '00

PHOTO: Redshirt junior attacker Jordan Green.
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PHILANTHROPIC SUPPORT AIDS INAUGURAL SEASON, AND  
NEWEST ADDITION AT FLAGLER COLLEGE ATHLETICS COMPLEX 

In a major milestone for Flagler College Athletics, men’s 
and women's lacrosse began their inaugural seasons this 

February with the opening of the new Flagler College Lacrosse 
and Intramurals Field at the Flagler College Athletics Complex. 
The last time Flagler added a sport was in August 2014 with 
men’s and women’s indoor track and field. 

Flagler announced the addition of lacrosse in September 
2019, along with men’s and women’s outdoor track and field, 
and made the new field a strategic priority for the College.  

The men’s team finished their first season with a 3-14 record, 
while the women’s team finished their inaugural season with 
an 11-8 record. The women's team was runner-up in the Gulf 
South Conference Tournament Finals in May after losing to the 
University of Alabama in Huntsville, 15-12. 

“This is a big moment for Flagler College,” said Jud Damon, 
Flagler’s Director of Athletics. “The addition of men’s and 
women’s lacrosse as NCAA sports at Flagler College marks 
the start of a new era, and we are thrilled that Opening Day 
has arrived. Much gratitude is extended to our Flagler College 
trustees and presidents who have led the way in making  
this happen.”  

NCAA Division II has sponsored championships in men’s 
lacrosse since 1974 and women’s lacrosse since 2001. The 
membership has 75 men’s lacrosse teams and 114 women’s 
teams competing.  

The new state-of-the-art field, stadium and training facility 

on Old Moultrie Road 
in St. Augustine also 
includes a concession 
area, seating, press box, 
parking and separate 
men’s and women’s locker 
rooms, and is expected to 
cost $2.5 million when the 
second phase is completed. 
Recruiting for lacrosse 
has been very strong with 
approximately 100 students 
deciding to attend Flagler to compete in NCAA Division II 
lacrosse. So far, more than $900,000 has been raised toward 
the project, including $547,500 from Flagler Trustees.  

Flagler College Past-Board Chairman and ‘79 Flagler 
alumnus Rick Groux was instrumental in helping launch the 

program, as well as making a major 
donation of $200,000 for the field 

and facility.  

“As a former student and 
athlete, it is very exciting to 
be a part of the discussion 

and implementation of a new 
intercollegiate athletic program 

at Flagler,” said Groux. “The Flagler 

“THE FLAGLER ATHLETICS 
PROGRAM HAS EXCELLED 
IN DEVELOPING THE 
CHARACTER OF OUR 
STUDENT-ATHLETES, AND 
THE INCORPORATION OF  
THE LACROSSE STUDENTS 
WILL BE A MAJOR BENEFIT 
TO THE COLLEGE�”

- Past-Board Chairman Rick Groux
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Athletics program has 
excelled in developing 
the character of our 
student-athletes, and the 

incorporation of the lacrosse 
students into the Flagler 

student community will be a 
major benefit to the College.” 

Groux said the field was important 
to him and other members of the Board 

of Trustees because it would not only serve as both the 
Lacrosse field for the men’s and women’s teams, but also as 
a multipurpose intramural field for the entire student body 
at Flagler. Trustee Brad Sauer and his wife Janet also made a 
significant gift to support the program.  

Brad Chasteen, President and CEO of Welcome To Moe's, 
Inc., which owns and operates more than 50 Moe's Southwest 
Grill restaurants in Florida, Washington, D.C., Maryland and 
Virginia markets, has also been a major donor behind the 
launch of the new lacrosse program and gave $100,000. 

“It’s amazing to see the Flagler lacrosse program 
finally come to fruition,” he said. “There was a lot of 
sweat and perseverance from the Flagler team that 
went into making it all happen. I’m honored to be able to help 
in some capacity. It’s great for Flagler College and for the 
lacrosse community.”   

Chasteen said men’s Coach Brian Duncan has brought a lot 
of passion and drive to start the program, and that made him 
want to be part of its launch and eventual success. Duncan 
introduced him to the college administration a few years ago 
specifically to promote starting an NCAA lacrosse program  
at Flagler. 

“The sport has been a big part of our family for the past 
couple of decades and given us so much,” Chasteen said. “We 
also love our community. We have tried to give back to the 

sport and the local community, and promote it as much 
as we could over those years."  

Chasteen’s restaurant, Moe’s Southwest 
Grill, has also been a supporter of 

INAUGURAL SEASON  
BY THE NUMBERS:

TOTAL GOALS TOTAL GOALS 
176260

LEADING SCORER:

Madison Daziel - 33 Goals
LEADING SCORER:

Drew Flagg - 28 Goals

WOMEN'S TEAM MEN'S TEAM

TOP PHOTO: Freshman midfielder Tyler Douglas and redshirt junior attacker Jordan Green.  
BOTTOM PHOTO: Freshman midfielder midfielder Drew Flagg.
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Outdoor track and field joined lacrosse this year with its 
own inaugural season for men’s and women’s teams. 

Both started the Spring 2022 season at the University of 
Tampa Distance Classic in early March. 

“It’s really special to me that I get to be a part of Flagler’s 
first official outdoor track team during my senior year,” 
said Jessie Mescal, who earned second team All-Peach Belt 
Conference honors in the 5,000 and 10,000 meter runs. 

“Having an official outdoor track team grants the team a lot 
of opportunities and I know that this season will mark the 
beginning of growth and success for Flagler track.” 

Over the past decade or so, high school cross country 
runners have looked at collegiate programs with an indoor 
and outdoor track season to keep competing. Flagler head 
cross country/track and field Coach Brian Beil recognized this 
trend and was able to start the indoor track and field program 
for the 2014-15 season.  

“The reality of distance running at the collegiate level is 
that you have to do it year-round,” said Beil. “When you are 
asked the question, ‘how do you become a nationally-relevant 
distance running program?’ you have to have an indoor and 
an outdoor track and field season.” 

One of the most recent highlights of the women’s indoor 
program was Heloise Duffie de Tassigny who earned NCAA 
Division II All-America honors after finishing in ninth place 
in the mile run in 2018. The men debuted at the NCAA 
Division II Championships a couple of years earlier when 
Andrew Smith participated in the mile run. 

The goal for the track and field program is to average 80 
athletes on its rosters. The rosters are expected to get to  
66 for next season and progress each year to reach that  
goal number.   

WITH START OF FIRST SEASON,  
TRACK AND FIELD LOOKING 
TO GROW AT FLAGLER
By John Jordan 

Flagler Athletics for a number of years.  

Flagler’s lacrosse head coaches, Duncan (men) and Grant 
Kelam (women) are looking to accomplish big things with the  
new teams. 

“We want to be a competitive group and work hard to 
improve ourselves week to week,” said Duncan. “We want the 
student-athletes to hold themselves to a high standard and 
we tell them we will be kind, humble and hungry around our 
campus community.” 

Men’s lacrosse was the newest sport added to the Peach 
Belt Conference. There are six institutions, including Flagler, 
playing the sport this spring: The University of Alabama in 
Huntsville, Lander University, the University of Montevallo, 
Shorter University and Young Harris College. Montevallo 
won the first conference championship. 

“I could not be more excited to get this first season 
underway,” said Kelam early in the season. “You only get the 
chance to start once, and this is a very special moment to be 
a part of.” 

The women played in the Gulf South Conference in 2022. 
The GSC has sponsored women’s lacrosse since 2016 and is 
comprised of six schools, including Flagler. Those members 
are UAH, Lander, Lee University, Montevallo, and Young 
Harris. UAH has won three league titles, including this year.  

“The women's lacrosse student-athletes worked extremely 
hard,” said Kelam. “It takes a lot of upfront work from the 
administration to lay the foundations for the coaches to 
come in and recruit the right student-athletes. It really starts 
with Mr. Damon and years of preparation working with the 
Board of Trustees to put Flagler Lacrosse on a successful path 
forward.” 
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Professor Teaches 
About Ever-Expanding  
Field of Psychology, 
And How Pandemics 
Affect Us

The field of psychology has evolved significantly over the years. Tracy 
Litzinger, Assistant Professor of Psychology and a 1991 Flagler 

College alumna, says this is why it’s so important to expose students 
to the many different avenues like human factors and industrial/
organizational psychology. Litzinger, who has a Ph.D. from Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University, studies human factors, which looks at 
improving products, equipment and environments to better complement 
human behavior. Her doctoral research was on process inefficiencies in 
trauma centers that threatened the delivery of critical care. As the world 
continues to emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic, she will teach a 
course on “The Science of Crises” next spring. Flagler College Magazine 
sat down with her recently to talk about the diverse field of psychology 
and her upcoming course on pandemics.  

Q: You are getting ready to teach a class next year on 
pandemics. Can you tell me a little bit about it, and  
why you chose that course? 

A: Introduction to Psychology has always been a general [education] 
course offering for years. It’s a broad exposure to the science of 
psychology and all the areas that we impact people’s lives. Then you 
also draw from those classes to pull students, so they potentially major 
in psychology. Now these new entering freshpersons won’t be taking 
it. So, how do we create courses that make them want to major in our 
disciplines? The course that I proposed, [Science of Crises: Pandemics], 
will look at research, social sciences and lessons learned related not just 
to the most recent pandemic, COVID-19, but to past ones as well.  

Q: How are you going to bring these real-world experiences 
into the classroom?  

A: First, we always drive to create courses that address real-time, 
real-world problems. We aren’t stuck in a vacuum and pretend like 

By Morgan Goodwill, '19 
Photography by Zach Thomas, '00
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We’re dealing with higher rates of suicide 
of young adults. Isolation, high anxiety, 
depression – this pandemic has made 
it worse. If we can’t have our outside 
spaces, what do we do?  

Q: Why is this an important topic 
for students? 

A: Here they’re being presented with 
an issue that has impacted all of us. For 
these students, part of their high school 
career has been part of a pandemic. So, 
we’ve all been impacted by it – and this 
can go for any sort of issue. These are 
issues that impact society in varying 

these things aren’t happening outside of the campus 
walls. A pandemic class sounds great. I was also seeing 
courses being developed within colleges and universities 
addressing some of the pandemic issues. From the biology 
of what a virus is and the science to the technology, I 
was wanting to introduce a class that was specific to 
social scientific inquiry. I was like hey, I’ll do a class on 
pandemics and bring all the research and tools that’s out 
there." It’s endless and constantly changing.

Q: Are you pulling outside speakers into  
the course? 

A: I’m going to have to bring in folks that are out there 
working in the trenches, the front lines. My hope is to 
maybe bring someone in from emergency management. 
Think about this as a crisis class. Let’s dissect this. Bring 
in people from public health, our Natural Sciences 
department. Right in the beginning of the pandemic I 
listened to a webinar presented by the Human Factors 
Ergonomics Society. These are folks in my field talking 
about how to keep health care workers in the hospitals safe 
and protected and in addition to that, patient safety. I just 
remember listening to that webinar right in the beginning, 
when we were first recognizing being in a pandemic, and 
just admiring my field really coming to the forefront to 
address safety issues and the quality of the process.

Q: How will this course bring in thoughts outside 
of COVID-19?  

A: This course will be bringing in the history of pandemics. 
So, even though this world is changing so much and the 
research is trying to keep up, we also have a history to 
look back on and lessons learned. Not only do we have the 
Black Plague and the Spanish Flu, which are what some 
people are comparing us to now, but you also have the AIDS crisis that we’re still 
learning from. Even though we may not have all of the answers, we can reflect and 
see how we can go about future issues. I think looking back, if you can understand 
what happened in the past, that can help us in the future on how we can get closer 
and closer to getting it right.  

Q: How do you see public spaces, or how we view them, changing due 
to the pandemic? 

A: Here we’ve been in a pandemic and have been isolated. In coffee shops, I’m more 
likely to sit outside or next to the door to feel more comfortable. So, our social lives 
and the places we eat – being so ingrained in our daily lives and society – we’ve been 
stripped of that the last two years. Our outside spaces have become really important. 
We’re lucky here in Florida because we can still go outside, but in northern areas we 
don’t have those luxuries. What do we do when you don’t have a place that’s safe? 
That leads to a dramatic decline in mental health and that’s our next pandemic. 

A few non-traditional fields of psychology 
that are growing in popularity: 

The Evolving Field  
of Psychology 

Human 
Factors

Forensic

Industrial/
Organizational 

Eating 
Disorders

Child 
Development

Social 
Psychology
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degrees. Some people may be more 
impacted by them than others. At the 
end of the day the field of psychology 
has an opportunity to make a difference 
by being on the frontlines of the issues. 
Psychology may not solve all the 
problems, but we can at least make  
a dent.

“The field of psychology and social 

sciences has an opportunity to make a 

real difference. Psychology influences 

our everyday lives, and you may not 

realize it, but it’s all around us.” 

- Tracy Litzinger, Assistant Professor

The psychology major at Flagler has become one of the College's largest 
programs as the field continues to grow in popularity with students. Part of 

that rise, according to Assistant Professor of Psychology Tracy Litzinger is how 
the field continues to expand beyond traditional psychology.  

At Flagler, students can pursue careers in a wide variety of settings including 
medical and health clinics, schools and universities, and even fields like law, 
urban planning, criminology and industrial psychology.  

“At the end of the day the field of psychology and social sciences has an 
opportunity to make a real difference,” Litzinger said. “Psychology influences our 
everyday lives, and you may not realize it, but it’s all around us. … Even things 
that you eat, I think about the research that’s being done on whether certain 
foods are good for you. It impacts our daily life like how much sleep you should 
get or how to avoid dementia. All of these topics, psychology has a stake in.” 

With increases in anxieties, depression and mental illness, and often hitting 
close to home and schools for today’s students, the field continues to grow. 

“Our numbers grow every year,” Litzinger said. “At Flagler it has always been 
one of the most popular majors and just behavioral sciences in general, like 
criminology. A number of students tell me that not only do they recognize how 
mental illness is so predominant among their friends, class mates, and schools, 
but that they themselves have benefited from counseling and therapy. I think 
that’s some of the reason why the major continues to grow.”  

Litzinger said it makes it all the more important to better train tomorrow’s 
professionals for the field, whether it’s more traditional psychology or the  
many new offshoots. That is also why they try to make the major so rigorous  
and demanding. 

Focuses on developing and improving 
products, equipment and even environments 
to improve efficiency and better complement 
human behavior.

Source: 

American  
Psychological  
Association 

Seeks to better understand and help treat 
these complex illnesses that affect a growing 
number of Americans.

Often works with law enforcement in a wide 
range of roles from criminal profiling to 
establishing mental stability, whether it’s in 
counseling or presenting evidence in court.

The study of brain development through 
research into the behavior, learning and 
growth of children.

Looks at productivity and employee behavior 
in the workplace with an eye on everything 
from job training to HR.

Focuses on all aspects of relationships, and 
in particular, how psychology can be used to 
improve these interactions.

Student Interest in Psychology  
Rises in Popularity at Flagler 
By Morgan Goodwill, ʻ19 
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To save our shores
Using discarded oysters
FACULTY AND STUDENTS RESEARCH HOW USED  
OYSTER SHELLS CAN HELP PREVENT COASTAL DAMAGE
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To save our shores
Using discarded oysters

Like many coastal areas, St. Augustine is familiar with the 
sight of eroded shorelines after a major storm. Along with 

destroying homes, erosion also damages vulnerable ecosystems, 
leaving every aspect of the coast affected by hurricanes and 
tropical storms. 

But a tiny hero — the humble oyster — may just have the 
power to help prevent some of this devastation. 

Researchers and students at Flagler College and the Guana 
Tolomato Matanzas National Estuarine Research Reserve  
(GTM) teamed up to study how the oyster might hold benefits 
for local shorelines.  

Along with the longstanding patterns of erosion, the oysters 
themselves are in trouble, as a large majority of the global oyster 
cover has been lost over the past century. These oysters hold 
keys to adding necessary carbon lost from climate change back 
into our ecosystems and atmospheres, as well. 

Now, significant data gathered by the team over the course 
of their study, has been published in the Journal for Coastal 
Conservation about the collection of carbon in the sediment 
formed by the oyster reefs, as well as possible implications for 
shoreline protection. 

“Our research was looking at the sediments surrounding a 
constructed oyster reef,” said Dr. Melissa Southwell, Associate 
Professor of Natural Sciences and Dean of the School of 
Humanities and Sciences at Flagler College. “Oyster reefs 
have been in decline over the past decades, and they’re really 
important to the ecosystem,  
so there’s a big push to  
restore and construct  
oyster reefs.” 

By Danielle Filjon, '22  
Photography by Zach Thomas, '00

The 114-mile Guana 
research and nature 
preserve is well-known in St. 
Johns County for its extensive 
hiking trails and critical research 
about the land’s ecosystem. 

This team constructed and studied 
the benefits of an artificial oyster reef on 
shoreline erosion and sediment in the area. 
The reef was made out of oyster shells that GTM 
volunteers collected from local restaurants that were 
destined for landfills. 

“GTM had the initiative to construct artificial oyster reefs 
with their volunteers to combat the shoreline erosion. We saw 
this as an opportunity to monitor the changes that happened in 
the sedimentary environment, before and after they installed the 
reef,” Southwell said. 

The oyster reef site at Guana was constructed to control 
erosion along the shoreline and monitor changes in the 
sediment around it. The oyster reefs encouraged a deposit of 
thick mud rich in carbon, which has positive implications when 
facing the global problem of climate change.  

“When you deposit that kind of organic, rich sediment like 
that, it protects it from oxygen, so it’s less likely to break down 
and return as CO2,” Southwell said. “And so, this is what we call 
sequestering carbon, which means stocking carbon away so it 
cannot be recycled as carbon dioxide that is then released into 
the atmosphere.” 

Dr. Jessica Veenstra, 
Professor of Natural Science 
and the Department Chair 
of Natural Sciences, was 
also a part of the research 
team that led students and 
worked with the researchers. 

“If [the oyster reefs] are 
protecting the shorelines, 
we can see that they are accumulating carbon there,”  
Veenstra said. “This becomes a small opportunity to  
mitigate climate change.” 

The reef at GTM was successful initially, but fell apart over 
time due to large weather events. Many researchers who 
are trying to implement the same type of reef structure are 
struggling with the design aspect to keep the reef together 
during large storms and tides. 

“It was unfortunate that our reef fell apart, but it’s great in 
a scientific sense because we and other researchers can learn 

“OYSTER REEFS HAVE BEEN 
IN DECLINE OVER THE PAST 
DECADES, AND THEY’RE 
REALLY IMPORTANT TO THE 
ECOSYSTEM, SO THERE’S A 
BIG PUSH TO RESTORE AND 
CONSTRUCT OYSTER REEFS�”

- Melissa Southwell, Associate Professor 
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“If [the oyster reefs] are protecting the 
shorelines, we can see that they are 
accumulating carbon there. This becomes a 
small opportunity to mitigate climate change.”

from it and improve designs,” Veenstra said. “I have heard of 
suggestions to use concrete in the reefs to make them stronger, 
so that could be a new idea.” 

Even if this specific trial didn’t go as planned, Veenstra  
says that above all, this experience for her students was  
the top priority. 

“Students out there sampling sediments were up to their 
knees and hips in mud. That’s really fun, and I really 

enjoy that,” Veenstra said. “It’s their opportunity 
to learn how to do field work and lab work, 

- JESSICA VEENSTRA, PROFESSOR
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and to add that to the resume. That’s what motivates me about 
this work.” 

She said it also is exciting to see that the work done by students 
could actually help create a positive impact on local shorelines.  

“This living shoreline was for erosion protection and a habitat 
for organisms while absorbing the energy associated with high-
impact weather events,” Veenstra said. “I would love to see the 
local government make choices that include these types of oyster 
projects on our shorelines.”

Above from left, Coastal Environmental 

Science student Trisha McCaul, Dr. 

Melissa Southwell and Dr. Jessica 

Veenstra examine oyster beds at  

Guana River in St. Augustine.  
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Motivated by the many tragic events and disasters that 
have shaken the nation of Haiti, Flagler College Assistant 

Professor of Art & Design Chris Smith has started using his 
knowledge of graphic design and virtual learning to better the 
lives of Haitian students looking for marketable skills. 

“It’s easy to say that we care about people,” Smith said, “but it’s 
another thing to actually do something about it.” 

Smith has been involved with an organization called 
Foundation Pierre Smith Mondelus (FPSM) for two semesters. 
FPSM is missioned with reaching out to Northern Haitians to 
equip them with valuable trade skills, education and resources 
to build up Haiti’s economy in the wake of ongoing civil unrest 
and natural disasters. 

“The idea is to enable them to stay there and work from a 
distance or work locally instead of leaving Haiti,” Smith said. 

“To create opportunities for them to build up the economy and 
their lives with their families.” 

Through Zoom, Smith teaches Haitian students skills in 
graphic design that can be carried into their professional careers 
and give them an opportunity to better their lives and their 
country. Smith is not paid to teach, nor do the Haitian students 
pay for the course. They are provided with laptops and software 
at no cost to them. 

“The students are in the age range of 18-30, and they are 
grateful to have this opportunity. You can really see that. They 
have such an eagerness to learn,” Smith said. 

Inspired by Anthony Bourdain’s show “No Reservations”  
and Sean Penn’s relief organization Community Organized 
Relief Effort (CORE) based in Haiti, Smith knew that Haiti  
was in dire need. 

“I was watching Anthony Bourdain’s show and they had an 
episode based in Haiti, and it showed the town of Port au Prince, 
and it was pretty striking,” Smith said. “Bourdain ran into Sean 
Penn who described his relief organization in Haiti. My wife and 
I were so impressed by that, we looked at each other and said, 

‘We have to do something. We have to donate to Sean  
Penn’s organization.’” 

Smith felt the urge to contribute to the cause for help in Haiti, 
but it was by chance that he was connected to FPSM. 

“Shortly after we had watched the show, I got an email out  
of the blue from FPSM to volunteer in relief efforts in Haiti,” 
Smith said. 

A former international student of Smith’s had recommended 
him to work with FPSM, and the organization happened to 
reach out at just the right time. 

“It was noteworthy, and so unusual,” Smith said. “It  
was almost a sign for me to take part in the work they  
are doing there.” 

Smith’s courses are designed to mimic similar coursework 
from the Flagler College graphic design program, but the 
Haitian students do not earn a degree or certificate, only 
experience and a portfolio that they can take into their 
professional lives. The class meets twice weekly via Zoom for 
class sessions and has projects to complete as coursework. 

“The course teaches the students the basic graphic design 
software, and the course lasts the same amount of time  
more or less as a semester at Flagler, except I don’t grade  
them. I just give feedback on their work,” Smith said. “I 
encourage the students to gather the work they do in the  
course into a professional portfolio so that they can  
hopefully gain future employment.” 

Smith said today it has become easier than ever to create 
remote teaching opportunities, especially since the pandemic.   

“With Zoom, it is so easy to work with people at a distance  
that there’s no reason not to do something like this. I already 
have all of the course materials and resources,” Smith said.  

“The great thing about working with these students is that  
they are so thrilled to be doing this and eager to learn, it  
makes it so worthwhile.”

By Danielle Filjon, '22  |  Photography by Zach Thomas, '00 

BETTER FUTURE IN HAITI 
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Of all the changes happening at Flagler College, one of the 
most unique will be the addition of an innovation center 

that promises to be much more than just a place for expensive 
technology and 3D printers.  

While tech will be part of Flagler’s Bradley J. and Mandy 
Crupi Brown Innovation Center when it launches later this year, 
the main focus will be on building innovative ideas through 
collaboration across campus, and even the community.  

Planned for the first floor of the Ringhaver Student Center 
where the campus bookstore used to be, Flagler’s center is 
being designed to foster a multi-disciplinary approach as 
students, faculty, alumni and others collaborate on projects and 
develop solutions to the most pressing problems and challenges.

“One of the great things about the Brown Innovation Center 

is that we will bring together students majoring in art, graphic 
design, business, marketing, environmental science, etc.,” said  
Dr. Allison Roberts, Associate Professor of Business 
Administration and director of the center (photo at right). 

“We want students to bring their unique expertise and 
perspectives to this space because that's how I think the 
real problem-solving happens.” 

The facility will be dedicated to innovation and 
entrepreneurship, and Roberts envisions a space where 
community partners, business people and alumni can 
interact with students and faculty on projects.  

Flagler is beginning construction on the center this 
summer, and expects it to open in fall 2022.

The center’s strong focus on collaboration is something that 

INNOVATION CENTER BECOMES REALITY WITH 
SUPPORT OF ALUMNI BRAD AND MANDY BROWN

By Brian Thompson, ʻ95 
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I N S T I T U T I O N A L  A D V A N C E M E N T

Brad and Mandy Crupi Brown's support for their alma 
mater extends beyond their donation for the new 

innovation center that will bear their name. From serving on 
boards to funding scholarships and facilities, they have been 
working to make a difference on the Flagler campus since 
graduating from the College in 1988.  

“We’ve both always had such a love for Flagler and the 
experience we had there,” Mandy Brown said.  

She served on the College’s Alumni Board of Directors from 
2009-15, and Brad joined the Flagler Board of Trustees in 
2019, where he continues to help guide the school.  

Their roots to Flagler now also extend to a new generation, 
as their oldest daughter, Emily, graduated from Flagler in 
2019 with a degree in Psychology. 

In addition to the Brown Innovation Center, they have 
made donations to support the development of Flagler’s 
Alumni House, as well as new scholarships for students who 
are minorities, first-generation, and from low-income families.  

Brad said they see their involvement as a small way of 
giving back and helping to move the College forward in a 
positive way.  

“We both understand the importance of a College experience, 
and helping other students who need the opportunity,” Mandy 
said about why they set up the scholarship. “Flagler is our 
special place and what we focus on the most.” 

Brad said they both recognize how others helped them as 
they went through school, and that they have seen first-hand 
the financial needs of today’s students. By giving back to 
Flagler, they hope to not only help make a difference, but to 
also motivate others to give back. 

attracted alumni Brad and Mandy Brown, who provided the 
lead gift to make the space’s creation a reality. 

“This is a great way to leverage that existing culture of 
engagement and learning,” said Brad Brown, who along with 
his wife, is a 1988 alumnus of the College. He also serves 
on the College’s Board of Trustees. “To have this inclusive 
environment that can facilitate the ideation and collaboration 
across the disciplines is a real advantage.” 

Brown, who earned his bachelor's degrees in business 
administration and accounting from Flagler and is corporate 
treasurer of Ally Financial, said these types of experiences 
have so much real-world applicability and are in high demand.  

Mandy Crupi Brown, who graduated with English and 
business degrees from Flagler, said this approach has always 
been a strength for the College.  

“This is really taking it to the next level of what already is 
a very strong entrepreneurial spirit that has always existed 
at Flagler,” she said. “Flagler College has always been a step 
closer to the real world.” 

She said faculty like Joyce Libby and Andrew Dillon 
inspired them to go on to successful careers, and she sees that 
spirit living on today with a new generation of Flagler faculty.  

The center will not only be for students to work on  
business plans, products, and prototypes, but also a space  
for programming that will teach about entrepreneurship. 
There are plans to bring in guest speakers, community 
members and others with expertise in entrepreneurial 
pursuits.  This will help students learn not just about creating 
a product, but also how to effectively launch a business and 
the many facets involved. 

The space will also house Enactus, a student group that 
focuses on entrepreneurial action and has 

won three national championships.   

The center will include an 
area for collaboration and 

design with tables and chairs 
that allow group work or 
classroom-style activities. 
Connected to the main room 
will be a maker-space, which 
will house 3D printers, a 
laser cutter and other state-

of-the-art equipment. This 
room is where the students can 

take their theoretical design and 
produce tangible models, bringing 

their ideas to life. 

BROWNS CONTINUE THEIR LEGACY 
OF SUPPORT FOR FLAGLER 
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:
ALUMNUS STEPHEN TENDRICH 
LAUNCHES PINK NAIL SOCIETY
TO RAISE AWARENESS 
OF PROSTATE CANCER
By Danielle Filjon, ‘22 

Stephen Tendrich’s life changed forever after his father’s 
prostate cancer diagnosis.  

The 2003 alumnus (above in front row, second from right) 
was bartending on Fire Island, New York, when he received a 
phone call from his father about his struggles with the disease. 
In particular, his father said he was worried about losing his 
manhood after having his prostate removed.  

It was then that Tendrich, ’03, decided to paint his pinky 
nail pink before telling his father, “I am still a man even 
though I’m wearing nail polish.”  

This gesture resonated with Tendrich’s father as a sign of 
solidarity from his son, and when people at the bar started 
asking what he was doing, it wasn’t long before he was 
painting others’ pinkies.  

What began as a symbolic show of support from a son to his 
father led to the creation of the Pink Nail Society, a non-profit 
that Tendrich launched in 2015 to help spread prostate cancer 
awareness across the country. 

“The motto of the Pink Nail Society is ‘give prostate cancer 
the finger,’” Tendrich said. “We try to raise awareness for an 
issue that isn’t really spoken about as much among men, the 
very real issue of prostate cancer.”  

Pink Nail Society (PNS) does this by marching at Pride 
events with pink-pinkies held high, and outreach to 
communities to help men without insurance afford prostate 
exams to screen for cancer.  

 “We would raise money at local bars or venues,” Tendrich 

said, “and send the proceeds to the Prostate Cancer 
Foundation based in California, as they help fuel  
research for prostate cancer.” 

Tendrich said the organization has been catching on in 
his new hometown of Fort Lauderdale. “I would see people 
wear Pink Nail Society shirts here and there, and I thought to 
myself how cool it was that we are actually able to spread this 
message and raise awareness even if we aren’t as big of  
an organization.” 

Tendrich aims to change the conversation and spread 
awareness of this disease nationwide and worldwide. 

“It’s a sensitive thing to talk about for men, an unspoken 
topic,” he said. “You wonder with women and breast cancer, 
why is it so easy for women to talk about breast cancer and not 
men about prostate cancer?”  

PNS has a large emphasis on community, and cultivating 
an awareness that allows men in vulnerable states to receive 
help and recognition, regardless of sexual orientation and 
expression. Tendrich, who identifies as gay, said his group 
advocates for prostate cancer awareness in the gay  
community extensively.   

Advocating for vulnerable populations is something he is 
no stranger to, as he has also spent time in Africa teaching 
deaf children American Sign Language. Tendrich, who is also 
hearing impaired, has never let obstacles like that get in his 
way. In fact, during his time at Flagler he was a highly popular 
DJ on WFCF, Flagler College Radio.  

He was recently married, and symbols of PNS made an 
appearance through pink handkerchiefs in the suits at his 
wedding, honoring both the non-profit, as well as his father’s 
victory over prostate cancer.  

He now teaches American Sign Language at Broward 
College, and has high visions for his non-profit to grow larger 
and partner with more prostate cancer groups. 
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1980

ANDREW MCRAE met up with  
WILL VERBITS, ‘85, in December 
at the annual Christmas Open 
House at the historic Col. James 
Hartshorne House (built in 1681) 
in Wakefield, Massachusetts.

1981

MARTHA (GARDNER) FERGUSON will 
have a solo art exhibit, “Beyond 
The Crowds” in the East room 
at the Lightner Museum in St. 
Augustine in June. The exhibit will 
run for 6 weeks and will include 
many St. Augustine scenes that 
are special to her, including her 
beloved alma mater. 

1984

MARY MCCARDEL ESTES and JOHN 
TINSETH met in college 41 years 
ago and finally tied up a few  
loose ends – they eloped in  
the Flagler College Courtyard  
on Oct. 28, 2021! 

1985
JOAN NOELDECHEN is an author/
photographer. She has relocated 
to Virginia to begin her new life. 
Her work is now published on 
PoemHunter.com. 

1987

ELLEN (MILLER) FOLKMAN is a 
contributor to Edible Tampa Bay 
Magazine. She had two recipes 
published in the Winter issue, out 
in December 2021, and one recipe 
published in the Spring issue that 
was available in March 2022. She 
continues to publish recipes on her 
food blog, Family Around the Table, 
as well as works with brands to 
develop recipes.

DIANE (SKOKOWSKI) GONZALEZ 
retired from the St. Mary’s School 
for the Deaf in Buffalo, NY., after 
39 years in the field of Deaf 
Education. The first thing she did 
was visit her daughter, JAYME 
GONZALEZ, ‘13, in St. Augustine 
and throw away her financial 
clearance card from Spring 1980 
at the Legacy Store.

BETH (SHAW) MASTERS opened 
Salty Sistahs Surfing in St. 
Augustine. Beth specializes  
in providing surf lessons for 
women and girls of all ages.  
More information at  
www.saltysistahs.org. 

RICHARD PUTTICK retired from his 
position as Operations Human 
Resource Manager at Darden 
Restaurants after 26 years of 
service. He recently began a 

new work-life at Harry’s Seafood 
Bar and Grille as the Corporate 
Recruiter based in Jacksonville. 
Richard recently visited Flagler 
College and said it was nice 
to spend quality time with the 
students and enjoy campus  
once again.

1989

DEANNA KERRIGAN recently joined 
the Cobb Zies & Co. Team at 
Compass Realty in Cary, N.C. She 
also serves as Executive Director 
of Donate Life NC and recently ran 
her 12th full marathon!

DANIEL SCOTT TORRES retired  
from the military on May 31,  
2021, after 20 years of  
service in the U.S. Navy as  
an Intelligence Specialist.  
He currently resides in Ewa  
Beach, Hawaii.

1991

DEANNA FITZGERALD has written 
a book called “The Heart of Light, 
a Holistic Primer for a Life and 
Career in Lighting Design and 
Production.” She is grateful to 
Tom Rahner, Phyllis Gibbs and the 
Flagler College Drama Department 
for giving her the foundation and 
inspiration for this culmination of 
her life’s work.

GREG AND SUSAN FORD, along with 
Dean Wilson and his wife, recently 
visited Flagler College together.

LAURA LUKE has permanently 
moved to England and is living 
with her fiancé in Swadlincote, 
Derbyshire. They are getting 
married on March 14, 2022.

1992

BOBBY MCAFEE’S play “Ghost of 
Romeo” is a winner of the New 
Works Festival at the Hippodrome 
State Theater in Gainesville, Fla. 
His play was one of five that was 
selected out of 41 submissions 
from playwriters throughout the 
state of Florida. The play was 
performed live on Feb. 18-19, 
2022. “Ghosts of Romeo” is  
based on a McAfee short film  
also called “Ghosts of Romeo.” 
The story begins immediately  
after the untimely deaths of 
Romeo and Juliet. The apothecary 
who sold Romeo the deadly poison 
is to be imprisoned, but would be 
given a chance at redemption by  
a desperate Prince. The 
apothecary must battle against 
guilt and ghosts to change his  
own dark destiny. 

1993
LISA HESS has recently retired 
from teaching. She taught special 
education grades K-6 for her 
whole career. She has enjoyed  
and used all of the experiences 
and knowledge she received at 
Flagler College.

1994

STEVE SHINEMAN celebrated his 
50th birthday on Oct. 8, 2021 on 

A L U M N I  N O T E S

Consider naming Flagler College as  
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the beach in St. Augustine. Three 
Flagler alumni were in attendance. 
Pictured from left to right: JAMIE 
MCMAHON, ‘94, CHRIS HARETOS, ‘95, 
JEN (MAGGIO) MCMAHON, ‘94, and 
STEVE SHINEMAN, ‘94. 

1995

MICHELLE BARNWELL is now an EVP 
at Wells Fargo, Head of Cross-LOB 
Customer Journeys, Experiences 
and Agile Transformation for the 
Consumer & Small Business Bank. 
She still lives in St. Augustine with 
husband Will and her 17-year-old 
son, CJ. She is also a member 
of the Saints Club Advisory 
Board and is happy to have the 
opportunity to give back to the 
College and the Athletics Program 
that enriched her time at Flagler. 
#ProudToBeASaint 

1996
BECKY (ACKERSON) HUNTER earned 
her Masters of Science in School 
Librarianship and began a new 
position as a middle school media 
specialist in Maryland. 

1997

KRISTEN TULLY was honored to 
be selected as a 2022 Top Five 
Finalist for Teacher of the Year for 
Clay County District Schools.

1998
MELISSA MACHAJ-ABBS graduated 
in March 2021 with a Master's 
of History with specialization in 
the Salem Witch Trails and Post-
Colonial America. Melissa lives in 
Orange Park, Fla., with husband 
Trevor who is the Assistant 
Principal at St. Augustine High 
School. Together they have 4 kids 

– Josephina, 12; Chloe, 10; Cohen, 
7; and Aria, 4.

1999

KEVIN CRAMER and JOHN LAURIE, 
‘97, represented Orlando at the 
USA Ultimate 40+ National 
Championships in Aurora, Colo. 
July 16-18, 2021. The pair 
contributed six goals, eight assists 
and five defensive blocks as 
Orlando finished the tournament 
with wins over Birmingham and 
San Diego after close losses to 
Dallas, Los Angeles, Washington 
D.C. and New York.

KERI (CONNER) KILHOFFER and 
DAWSON KILHOFFER, ‘99, had the 
joy of moving their 2nd generation 
Saint into her room in Ponce Hall 
to begin her freshman year. They 
are so excited for her to start her 
Flagler journey! 

2001
JODY CONE was promoted to 
Assistant Director of Health and 
Human Services for St. Johns 
County in Fall 2020. He spends 
most of his time managing and 
developing programs and policies 
assisting underserved community 
residents with their housing and 
social service needs.

TOMMY DAY purchased and started 
RB Air, an air conditioning, heating 
and refrigeration company in April 
2020 in Brevard County, Fla. 

2003 

JOHN “WOODY” WOODMAN was 
named Top Bankruptcy Attorney 
by Business North Carolina 
Magazine’s 2021 list of “Legal 
Elite.” John received this award 
by gaining the highest number 
of votes from his peers in North 
Carolina’s legal community. Each 
year, the publication asks lawyers 
practicing in the state of North 
Carolina to vote on those they 
consider “Legal Elite” in specified 
business-related legal categories. 
The process begins by sending 
ballots to all members of the N.C. 
Bar, asking them to select lawyers 
they feel are at the top of their 
fields. John received the most 
votes in the area of Bankruptcy. 
As a result of receiving this award, 
John will also become a member 
of Business North Carolina’s Legal 
Elite Hall of Fame. 

2005

CHERINA (DEAN) GERHEISER was 
recently promoted from Mental 
Health Rehabilitation Counselor 
to Habilitation Plan Coordinator 
with Division of Developmental 
Disabilities, N.J. State. Picture  
for giggles. Kiss your fish and  
put her back!

2006

MARGO THOMAS is the Executive 
Director of Alumni Engagement 
and Annual Giving at Stetson 
University in DeLand, Fla. She 
still resides in St. Augustine with 
her husband ZACH, ‘00, and their 
daughter Annie, 4. Zach is the 

owner and lead photographer 
of Monarch Studio, located in 
downtown St. Augustine.

2007 

SHANNON RYAN recently won the 
Making the Difference Award 
at the Resort and Commercial 
Recreation Association National 
Conference. She is the Director of 
Recreation and Signature Events 
at Callaway Gardens in Pine 
Mountain, Ga.

2008 
NICK SWAINE is currently a 
software developer and adjunct 
professor in Tallahassee, Fla. 
Nick recently completed his term 
as President for the Board of 
Directors for Lighthouse of the Big 
Bend, a local nonprofit dedicated 
to serving those with vision loss. 
He served as a Board Member for 
the last 8 years.

2009

KARA (GREENE) HOLBERT married 
Michael Holbert on Sept. 5, 2020 
at Havana Springs in Havana, Fla. 
Kara and Michael attended high 
school together and reconnected 
20 years later. Kara was also 
appointed Associate Director of 
Domi Station in Tallahassee, Fla., 
in September of 2020. Domi 
Station is a non-profit startup 
incubator and co-working office 
space. It is actively involved in 
growing the local entrepreneurial 
ecosystem through its offering of 
programs, resources and events 
that help entrepreneurs start and 
scale sustainable companies.

A L U M N I  N O T E S
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RODERICK MOORE was recently 
named Deputy Fire Chief by the 
city of Haines City and the Haines 
City Fire Department. Roderick 
graduated in 2009 with a degree 
in Public Administration and has 
more than three decades' worth of 
experience in the fire service.

BRIAN RUSSO was promoted to 
Director of Membership and 
Annual Giving at Naples Botanical 
Garden in August 2021. He is also 
serving a two-year term as Chair of 

the Development and Membership 
Community of the American Public 
Gardens Association (APGA) and 
will present at the APGA Annual 
Conference in June 2022.

2010

On July 15, 2021, JESSICA 
(VOELPEL) BLACKBURN married 
Justin Blackburn in Holualoa, 
Hawaii. Fellow alumna, KATY 
(CHUBIN) HOFFSTATTER, ‘12, 
surprised them with her husband, 
Andrew, making the event extra 

special. It marked 12 years 
since their first trip together to 
Hawaii with 6 other beautiful 
and adventurous Saints. Luckily 
for Andrew and Justin, they were 
invited this time and were clever 
enough to marry Saints! 
 

AMY ROBINSON and husband Allan 
Hung welcomed their first baby, 
Austin, in April 2021.

 
JOSH STEWART and CAITLYN 
(HYNISH) STEWART, ‘11, will be 
welcoming their third child, a little 
girl, in August 2022. Big brothers 
Jaxon and Ryker are thrilled to 
have a little sister join them 
soon! Currently Josh is the acting 
Athletic Director and PE teacher 
for Cathedral Parish School in 
St. Augustine while Caitlyn is an 
Assistant Principal for local Pedro 
Menendez High School. This will 
be the first granddaughter on the 
Stewart side and grandparents 

MARISSA HARRER NAMED FLORIDA 
SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF AND THE BLIND 
DISTRICT TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

Flagler alumna Marissa Harrer, '12, (pictured above second 
from left) knew from a young age that she'd be a teacher. With 
hard work and dedication, she's now working at her dream 
school, and was recently named District Teacher of the Year for 
the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind (FSDB). 

It all started with her journey to find a school that could turn 
her passions of teaching and American Sign Language into a 
career. When she learned that Flagler had a Deaf Education 
Program, she immediately knew that Flagler was the only school 
for her. 

During her time at Flagler, she had the opportunity to 
complete her practicums and internship at FSDB, where her 

love for teaching intensified. 

Shortly after graduation in 2012, she was hired and has taught 
there for the last 10 years. She takes on multiple roles, including 
an after-school program that helps fourth graders produce and 
film daily morning videos. 

"My favorite moments as a teacher are when a student 
understands a subject that they've been struggling with,” she 
said. “The look of pride and accomplishment on their faces is 
why I do what I do." 

To show her appreciation for Flagler, she has now become 
a mentor for many Flagler students who are passionate about 
pursuing a career in teaching. 

"I am beyond honored to have been a mentor teacher for 
several Flagler practicum students and interns, many of whom 
I'm still in contact with today," Harrer said. "It's so cool to be 
able to give back to a school that has given me so much."

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:
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DR� DANIEL STEWART, ‘78, and MARY 
ELLEN STEWART, ‘79, couldn't be 
more excited to welcome her to 
the family.

PEPE TIILIKKA married Sarah 
Menor on Oct. 16, 2021 at Royal 
Poinciana Chapel (Henry Flagler’s 
Chapel) in Palm Beach, Fla.

2011

CHELSEA (BROWN) COLE and 
GEORGE COLE JR�, ‘03, welcomed 
their first baby, George Bennett 
Cole III, (below left) on Oct. 15, 
2021 in Rehoboth, Del.

KAYLA (YARDLEY) and George 
Schoenwaelder welcomed their 
second baby girl, Sadie Elizabeth. 
Big Sister, Harper Anne, has 
stepped up to her new role and is 
showing her sister the ropes!

JESSICA (BLENGINO) SCHULTZ and 
husband Matt welcomed their 
first child, Stella Angelina Schultz, 
(below left) on Sept. 24, 2021.

KATHERINE (STREET) UZEL has 
been teaching deaf and hard of 
hearing students for 10 years as of 
January 2022. 

2012
ASHLEY (PACKARD) DINALLY got 
married to Shan Dinally and 
relocated to Asheville, N.C.

ELIZA JORDAN has entered her 
eighth year at Whitewall magazine 

in NYC as the senior editor. 
Recently, she interviewed Lady 
Gaga, Frank Gehry, Lenny Kravitz, 
Daniel Arsham, Massimo Bottura 
and Maria Grazia Chiuri, and 
traveled to Europe to cover the 
inner-workings of ateliers — from 
Louis Vuitton’s sneaker workshop 
in Italy to Dom Perignon’s 
vineyards in Champagne, France. 
This spring, she was traveling 
throughout the U.S. and to the  
UAE, Asia and the Caribbean  
for writing assignments. 

ALISON (COMO) and MICHAEL 
NEZBETH have been married for 
10 years and have two children. 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:
EVA GIBSON'S BOOKS HELP READERS  
REALIZE THEY'RE NOT ALONE  
By Lauren Piskothy, ʻ20 

Eva Gibson, ’00, was in the middle of a cross-country move 
with a new baby and a lot of change ahead. She was in rural 
Kentucky touring isolated rental properties with a dwindling 
phone signal when she looked out onto a river and thought, 

“anything could happen out here, and no one would know.”  
That random thought led her to write her latest novel, “Where 
Secrets Lie,” which was published by Simon and Schuster. 

“The story slowly unspooled from there into something bigger 
and darker than I realized it could be at the time,” she said. 

“That’s usually how my book ideas begin: a single line or few 
words of dialogue, paired with a vivid, visual image.” 

 The novel follows a teenager who returns to Kentucky for 
the summer. She confronts romantic feelings for a childhood 
best friend while searching for his missing sister This leads to 
uncovering the dark history of their small town. 

When she graduated from Flagler with degrees in English 
and Communications and Journalism, Gibson had no idea 
she’d wind up a published Young Adult author, or that a small 
moment in rural Kentucky would inspire a novel. She also had 
two other books, “Together We Caught Fire” (2020) and “Where 
Secrets Lie” (2021), published during the pandemic.  

The global crisis also inspired her to write two more  
novels, including an upcoming Young Adult pop horror  
novel called, “Frightmares.”
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They have an international dog 
training company with 6 locations. 
They train and sell police K9s 
across North America including St. 
Johns County and are based out 
of Toronto. Michael is recognized 
amongst major K9 programs 
including LAPD and Georgia Police 
Foundation, and is an instructor 
for K9s United. They have had 
the privilege to teach all across 
the world including Ireland and 
Australia. They started their 
life together at Flagler College, 
which led them to their company 
GrassRootsK9.

ERICA (CAROTHERS) PARTEL AND 
KEVIN PARTEL, ‘11, welcomed their 
first baby boy, Cole Cruz Partel, on 
May 4, 2021, and still live in  
St. Augustine.

AUBRIE SIMPSON-GOTHAM was 
named St. Johns County 25  
Under Forty Nonprofit Professional 
2021. Aubrie is the Founder &  
CEO of Fostering Connections 
St. Johns, a St. Augustine based 
nonprofit that uplifts children  
and youth impacted by foster  
care or childhood trauma by 
providing needed essentials, 
educational programs and 
community connections.

2013

JAIME (GRECO) BOWDEN was 
engaged in Naples, Fla., in August 
2020. She married Austin Bowden 
in an intimate ceremony and 
reception in Baltimore, Md., on 
May 1, 2021.

SHANNON GREENE is now the 
Director of Marketing for the 
historic, nonprofit Florida Theatre 
in Downtown Jacksonville. 
Shannon started at the Florida 
Theatre 5 years ago as a social 
media manager, then was 
promoted to Marketing Manager 
before she became the Director. 
Previous to working at the Florida 
Theatre, Shannon held positions 
at Jacksonville Magazine, Native 
Sun Natural Foods, WJCT Public 
Broadcasting and other various 
local and national organizations.

These ta-ta's have seen some 
things! SARA LEAR and Nick met 
in Neptune Beach, unknowingly, 
living right down the street from 
each other. On Feb. 6, 2022, Nick 
threw a Donna Marathon (Breast 
Cancer Awareness) Cheer Party 
in his front yard because the 
runners ran right past it! A mutual 
friend of theirs invited Sara to 
join, so she walked right over with 
a giant homemade ta-ta sign in 
one hand and a megaphone in 
the other, ready to cheer! Before 
the race was over, Sara and Nick 
had a sushi dinner planned for 
the next week. From that day on, 
they've been inseparable. Fast 
forward to the Donna 2022. Nick 
was determined to run the full 
marathon (26.2 miles) … and he 
did it! At the finish line, Nick got 
down on one knee and asked Sara 
to spend the rest of their lives 
together... THEN they popped lots 
of champagne bottles! Cheers to 
the future Mr. & Mrs. Walker!

JAMIE RASKIN graduated from 
the Culinary Institute of America 
in Napa Valley with a Masters in 
Wine Management in 2019 and 
achieved the level of Certified 
Sommelier with the Court of 
Master Sommeliers. In 2022, 
Jamie and his siblings acquired 

The Blue Point restaurant in 
Duck, N.C., and he serves as the 
restaurant’s Beverage Director.

SAED SPAHIJA and wife ALICIA 
(JACOBSON) SPAHIJA, ‘14, met and 
fell in love during their time at 
Flagler. They now have a little boy 
named Luka who they took for a 
visit to campus. It’s safe to say this 
future Saint loved campus!

2014
REBECCA COLLEY graduated  
from Gardner-Webb University  
with a Masters in Leadership  
in Curriculum and Instruction  
in July 2021.

BIANCA SMITH moved to New York 
City in 2020 to start a new position 
working at Barnard College Library 
as a Course Reserves Specialist. 
Barnard College is the women’s 
liberal arts college associated with 
Columbia University. Bianca never 
thought she would be working at 
an Ivy League college in NYC, but 
she is enjoying it. Bianca has also 
been entering contests for writing 
screenplays and recently got to 
the quarterfinals of the Scriptation 
Showcase. She is hoping to make 
it to the semifinals and win!

NICOLE MCKINNON married USC 
grad and Chicago native, William 
Jacobs, on April 17, 2021 and 
they live in Jacksonville, Fla. 
Nicole is the Creative Director at 
5ivecanons where she’s worked 
for 8 years after interning there 
during her senior year at Flagler.

2015

CASSANDRA (WILLIAMS) MIYAMA 
and her husband welcomed their 
first child, a baby boy, in March 
2021. Cassandra has been living 
in Japan since her graduation from 
Flagler in June 2015.

RANDY PROPER and HOLLY HORNER 
were married on Nov. 5, 2021 at 
Oheka Castle in New York. Randy 
earned his Ph.D. in Political 
Science with a focus on Health 
Policy from Florida State University 
in 2020. He is a Data Scientist 
for the Florida Department of 
Health and an Adjunct Professor at 
Florida State University. Holly will 
be completing her Ph.D. in English 
from Florida State University in 
Spring 2022. Randy and Holly look 
back on their time at Flagler with 
such great fondness that they 
honeymooned in St. Augustine!

JOURDAN (MANEY) WARRICK 
married GABRIEL WARRICK on May 
14, 2021 at Black Balsam Knob 
in Asheville, N.C. The couple was 
married by Gabe’s best friend and 
fellow alumnus, B� A� SCHAAFF, ‘14. 

2016

LAUREN TURNER PRUETT and 
BRANNON PRUETT, ‘15,  
welcomed their first son,  
Paxton, on Aug. 17, 2021.

A L U M N I  N O T E S



 
SAMANTHA (CARTER) RENFROE and 
Tyler Renfroe got married in a self-
solemnization ceremony on Aug. 4, 
2021 at the Gardens of the Gods 
in Colorado Springs, Colo. 

OLIVIA (COPELAND) SMITH married 
Jason Smith in November 2021 in 
Howey-In-The-Hills, Fla.

2017

JOSHUA ARMSTRONG recently 
got promoted to Senior CAD 
Technician at a land surveying 
company and got engaged to 
Kaitlyn Carter. Their wedding date 
is Oct. 22, 2022!

EMILY GILMER continues to grow 
in her position as Head of Apparel 
Development at 3N2 Sports. On 

top of that, she is also growing her 
brand, Geeky Girl Fashions, and 
achieved her dream of competing 
at the Her Universe Fashion Show 
at San Diego Comic Con where 
she presented her Pirates of the 
Caribbean inspired gown. The best 
part: Emily's model was her Flagler 
roommate MEAGAN HELMS and 
her assistant was ALLISON STRUCK. 
The friendships you make at 
Flagler will last forever and helped 
Emily achieve her dreams.

ERIN (RICE) HUTCHINS married 
Nick Hutchins in Jacksonville, 
Fla., on Feb. 20, 2022. Several 
Flagler alumni were in attendance, 
including bridesmaid KATIE 
SUDDARD, ‘17.

MIKALA JOLY has been selected as 
Miss Rhode Island Earth USA 2021 
and was the state representative 
at Miss Earth USA 2022 in Orlando 
in January 2022!

ALEXANDRA MCKINNON and 
CHRISTOPHER MOORE got married 
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on Nov. 6, 2021. Alexandra has 
been working as a Billing Specialist 
at RS&H for over 2 years and  
loves her job. She also recently 
bought a home in Jacksonville,  
and a camper!

KAYLA STEPHEN graduated 
from Quinnipiac University 
School of Law and became a 
licensed attorney in the State of 
Connecticut in 2020, working as 
a criminal defense and habeas 
corpus attorney ever since. In 
January 2022 Kayla became an 
adjunct professor at Mitchell 
College with their Hospitality and  
Tourism Department.

2018

YASMEEN ANIS got engaged to Ali 
Shah on Dec. 30, 2021. 

In May 2021, TORY REAVIS 
graduated from the University 
of Denver Sturm College of Law! 
She spent the entire summer 
studying for the Colorado bar 
exam and during the first week of 
October she learned she passed 
the bar. On Oct. 11, 2021 she 
was sworn in as a lawyer. Tory is 
currently living her life dream of 
being a prosecutor and was sworn 
in as a Deputy District Attorney 
for the 18th Judicial District that 
same day. She would never have 
become a lawyer without the 
pre-law program at Flagler and she 
couldn’t be happier.

FRANK WHITE graduated with his 
Masters in Public Administration 
and Graduate Certificate in Public 

Policy Analysis from the University 
of Central Florida in May 2021.

2019

JAYDA BARNES and RAY VAN ALLEN 
got engaged on Sept. 21, 2021.

2020
After months of job searching, 
ALEXIS SUTHERLAND is working 
remotely as a Marketing 
Coordinator for a nonprofit – 
Healthy Minds Innovations. They 
are affiliated with a neuroscience 
research center at UW-Madison 
and work closely with His Holiness 
The Dalai Lama to measure and 
translate the science behind 
well-being.

DIANA GONZALEZ has found her 
way back to Florida for a new job 
at Flagler College. She is beyond 
thrilled to announce that she is 
the new Pre-Enrollment Advisor 
and Graduation Analyst for the 
Registrar’s Office. Gonzalez loved 
her time at Flagler as a student 
and is looking forward to working 
with transfer students and juniors 
to make their experience at  
Flagler College a lifetime and 
legacy memory.

MADISON THEODORE is now 
teaching 8th grade Pre-AP  
World History and middle  
school Archaeology.

2021

ANILA LAHIRI and fellow History 
peers reunited in December 2021 

A L U M N I  N O T E S
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FLAGLER ALUMNA FINDS HER
WAY TO LUCASFILM  
By Morgan Goodwill, ʻ19  

After a couple of twists and turns in the film and television 
business, Flagler alumna Meredith Brace Sloss, ‘07, landed at 
none other than Lucasfilm, home to “Star Wars” and, of course, 
Baby Yoda. It also is helping her as she inches closer to her 
dream of directing and producing her own projects.   

Brace Sloss graduated from Flagler College in 2007 with a 
bachelor’s degree in Theatre Arts. After graduation, she  
moved to central Florida to join the entertainment sector  
of Disney, where she was surrounded by talented individuals 
and quickly realized she loved bringing stories to life. This 
encouraged her to go after her master’s degree in Entertainment 
Business at Full Sail University.  

“While I was in that program, I realized I always wanted to 
work in film and needed to move out to L.A.,” said Brace Sloss.  

After working odd jobs throughout Los Angeles for three 
years, she was hired in the business affairs department at the 
ABC network in 2014 where she got a chance to work on the 
development of shows like “Jimmy Kimmel Live.” 

ABC gave her the experience and background to better 
understand the backend of what it entails to run networks,  
as well as the intricate parts of the industry. It also allowed  
her to create connections with writers, producers and 
government officials. 

Her career has taken her from working for the British  
Film Commission to Netflix, where she worked on  
production policy.  

But when the pandemic hit in 2020, Brace Sloss found herself 
out of work and looking for her next step when out-of-the-blue 
she was contacted about an opportunity with Lucasfilm that no 
die-hard “Star Wars” fan could ever turn down.  

As a technology producer, she acts as the liaison between 
the technology and the creative teams. This role has exposed 
her to the behind-the-scenes workings of one of her favorite 
companies and allowed her to be part of the nostalgia.   

“I’m at a wild intersection right now,” she said. “My dream 
is to direct and produce eventually. While I was at Flagler, the 
directing class that I took is what changed the perspective on 
what I could do.”  

She discovered another side to theatre and production during 
her classes here, and that there is more to creating the story 
than just what is seen on stage. What appealed to her was the 
opportunity to guide the story from behind the scenes.  

She hopes to one day be a creative producer. In her eyes,  
it creates the ultimate combination of creative problem  
solving and producing a film from conception. 

Now she's getting that chance, as she is currently in pre-
production on her first short film, which she is directing and 
producing. “The Bog” will be filmed in Ireland and she plans to 
start shooting later this year. 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:

to judge a local in-house National History Day Competition at Washington 
Classical Christian School. Pictured from left to right: CHEYENNE KOTH, ‘21; 
JON WOLF, ‘21; BRITTANY WOLF, ‘20; and ANILA LAHIRI, ‘21�

SHARE YOUR NEWS: Whether you were recently married, had a child, 
changed jobs or even just met up with your old college roommates, make 
sure to share it with us and we'll use it for a future Alumni Note. Email us at 
alumni@flagler.edu.



Graduates at Flagler College's spring 2022 
Commencement on May 9. More than 500 graduates 

from Fall 2021, Spring and Summer 2022 graduated in a 
single ceremony – the largest in the College’s history.
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