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Impending retirement tends to inspire 
reflection, and it has certainly done so 
for me in my final semester at Flagler 

College. The 2020-21 academic year is 
one I will look back on as perhaps the 
most rewarding in a career that spanned 
44 years. Not for what I did personally, 
but for what I saw in others and what they 
did. In a year filled with so much anxiety 
and uncertainty, that may sound a bit odd, 
but it is unquestionably how I feel. 

My wife, Susan, and I were recently 
asked to reflect on the impact of  the pan-
demic on Flagler College by a student in-
terviewing us for a Journalism class paper. 
Naturally, one gravitates to the obvious 
effects on teaching and learning, personal 
connections, budget and the like. How-
ever, as I told the student, the most signifi-
cant impact of  the pandemic was seeing how the Flagler family responded. Indeed, 
adversity does bring out the best in humanity … and sometimes the worst. But 
what I witnessed on campus, and with our extended family of  alumni and friends, 
was quite remarkable. People came together. They helped each other. They gave to 
those in need. Faculty, staff and students put aside their personal desires in order to 
assist each other in navigating the many challenges we faced – not only to survive, 
but to thrive. Quite remarkable in the world we see today. So, yes, this year will go 
down as the most rewarding year in a very blessed career. 

As I close, I simply want to say thank you. Thank you for all that you have 
done to move Flagler forward in this unpredictable year. Thank you for the support 
and fellowship you have shown to Susan and me. And thank you for the privilege 
of  serving as president for the past four years. It has been an incredible experience, 
and I will always be grateful to you all. 

Cicero wrote in “Cato Maior de Senectute,” “How blessed it is for the soul, 
after having as it were, finished its campaigns of  lust and ambition, of  strife and 
enmity and of  all the passions, to return within itself.” Perhaps there is something 
attractive in Cicero’s view on retirement and advice to “live apart.” My passions, 
however, will remain. They will be focused on Susan, Shannon, Meghan, Ian, Josh, 
Lauren, Drew, Mackenzie, Scarlett and the rest of  our extended family. That, and 
following God’s purpose for this new chapter in my life.

I look forward to watching Flagler continue to pursue that greatness you strive 
for, and especially in seeing our incredible students learn and grow. It has been my 
great honor to serve Flagler with you.

Onward and Upward Saints!

 
Joseph G. Joyner
President

P R E S I D E N T ' S  L E T T E R
FLAGLER COLLEGE 

MAGAZINE

DR. JOSEPH G. JOYNER
President 

CAROL BRANSON 
Vice President for Marketing

and Communications

BRIAN THOMPSON, ‘95
Director of  News and 

Information, 
and Magazine Editor

WE ARE CHARETTE 
Graphic Design

TONYA CREAMER
Assistant Editor

CONTRIBUTORS
Sydney Gorak, '21

Bobbie Stewart Noloboff
Whitney Shafer, '07
Samantha Sumler

Margo Thomas, ‘06
Zach Thomas, ‘00

FLAGLER COLLEGE 
MAGAZINE

is published for alumni and 
friends of  the college by the 

Flagler College Office of  News
and Information, P.O. Box 1027

St. Augustine, Florida
32085-1027

(904) 819-6249
bthompson@flagler.edu

“...what I witnessed on campus, and with our 
extended family of  alumni and friends, was quite 

remarkable. People came together. They helped each 
other. They gave to those in need.”

...what I witnessed on campus, and with our extended 
family of  alumni and friends, was quite remarkable. 
People came together. They helped each other. They 

gave to those in need.
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A fter 13 years of leading Flagler 
College's Academic Affairs and 
numerous accomplishments, 

Alan Woolfolk said he felt it was the right 
time for him to retire and pass the torch.

“I am honored to have served as Fla-
gler’s chief academic officer for the past 13 
years,” he said. “I am grateful for the sup-
port given to me by Presidents Abare and 
Joyner in building the faculty, staff and 
academic program during my tenure.”

Woolfolk, who was vice president of 
Academic Affairs and dean of the Faculty, 
helped transform the College’s academic 
program and raise the level of student 
achievement in numerous avenues. 

But Woolfolk said the College’s suc-
cesses were not something he could take 
credit for solely. 

“Together I think we’ve done a great 
job on many things, and I do mean to-
gether,” he said. “I’ve been around the 
academy long enough to know you can’t 
do anything by yourself.”

Woolfolk said he was proud of a great 
many College accomplishments during 
his tenure, and maybe most of all not 

just growing the number, but also the 
quality of the faculty. He also oversaw 
the expansion of new staff and academic 
support offices including the Center for 

Advising and Core Experience, the Adult 
and Continuing Education program, the 
International Center and many others. 

Flagler also added numerous disci-
plines including new majors/minors in-
cluding Coastal Environmental Science, 
Strategic Communications, Art History, 
Criminology, Hospitality and Tourism 
Management and Economics

“I think we’ve come a long way,” he said.

As Woolfolk’s retirement comes so 
close to the retirement of Flagler President 
Joseph Joyner, a timeline for selecting a 
new vice president of Academic Affairs 

has not been set yet. In the meantime, Art 
Vanden Houten, the current dean of Aca-
demic Life, will take on the role of interim 
vice president of Academic Affairs. Craig 
Woelfel, associate professor of English 
and former chair of the Faculty Senate, 
will take on the role of interim dean of 
Academic Life.

T H E  B R E E Z E W A Y

Woolfolk Bids 
Farewell to Flagler
Long-serving Academic Affairs Dean 
Alan Woolfolk retires from the College

P H OTO  BY  M O N A R C H  ST U D I O

“Together I think we’ve done a great job on 
many things, and I do mean together. I’ve 
been around the academy long enough to 
know you can’t do anything by yourself.”

- Dean Alan Woolfolk
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As Flagler College continues to expand its science programs, 
a new Science Advisory Board has been launched that brings 
together representatives from Northrop Grumman, NASA, the 
North Florida Land Trust, the St. Johns River Water Manage-
ment District, as well as a host of other tech companies, environ-
mental consultants and others in the industry. 

The mission of the board is to serve as the principal con-
nection between the science community and the Department of 
Natural Sciences at Flagler College. The members will also assist 
the college in fundraising efforts directly related to improving 
the science-based programming, and guiding and mentoring 
students interested in science-related fields in the trends and com-
petitive job skills for their future career paths. 

“We could not be more thrilled to work with our new science 
advisory board members,” said Melissa Southwell, associate pro-
fessor of Natural Sciences and dean of the School of Humanities 
and Sciences. “They possess a wide variety of scientific expertise, 
and they bring a wealth of real-world knowledge and experience 
that will help prepare our students for twenty-first century ca-
reers in science. It’s an exciting moment in the development of 
our program.”

To further advance the sciences, a Biology major is currently 
being developed as a new program for the College. 

Flagler College’s Board of Trustees has announced the 
appointment of John Delaney to serve as Interim President of 
Flagler College beginning in July 2021. Current President Joseph 
G. Joyner announced his retirement in November, and will step 
down at the end of the 2020-21 academic year after four years in 
the position.    

“I’m confident that Mr. Delaney’s background and career 
experiences will allow him to continue the forward momentum 
of the College,” said Rick Groux, Chair of the Board of Trustees 
and a 1979 alumnus of Flagler.  

The appointment of Delaney will allow the Board’s Presi-
dential Search Committee the time needed to plan and conduct 
a national search to find the fifth President of Flagler College 
without the COVID-induced travel restrictions and gathering 
limitations now being experienced. 

Delaney will bring an extensive collection of experiences to 
the interim appointment that will serve the College well during 
this transition. His background includes 15 years as President of 
the University of North Florida in Jacksonville, Fla., and before 
that, two consecutive terms as Mayor of Jacksonville. 

During his tenure at UNF, he raised the profile of the in-
stitution by increasing the academic standards, implementing 
flagship academic programs and cultivating strong community 
relationships. While at UNF, he also spent a year as the Interim 
Chancellor of the State University System of Florida and is the 
only named President Emeritus in UNF’s 52-year history.   

He is also a lawyer and has served as the Chief Assistant 
State Attorney and General Counsel for the City of Jacksonville. 
He is presently a shareholder at Rogers Towers Law firm and 
a Principal of The Fiorentino Group, a government affairs and 
business development firm. 

“Flagler College is a national gem and with its gorgeous 
historic buildings, has to be one of the prettiest campuses in the 
country,” Delaney said. 

Flagler has begun work with presidential search firm AGB 
Search, and has appointed Judge Chuck Tinlin as chair of the 
Presidential Search Committee. Tinlin is a Flagler trustee, a 
1979 alumnus of the College and also a judge of the Seventh 
Judicial Circuit in St. Johns County.  

The COVID-19-shortened 2019-2020 academic year saw the 

retirement of several key and long-serving Flagler Family mem-

bers who had a combined 195 years of service amongst them:

D R .  W I L L I A M  P R O C T O R

Chancellor - 46 years

D R .  D A N I E L  S T E W A R T

Vice President of Student Services - 40 years

M A R Y  J A N E  D I L L O N

Assistant to the Chancellor - 23 years

S T E V E  V O G U I T 
Assistant Professor of History - 20 years

D R .  S U S A N  S T R A U S S

Professor of Education, Tallahassee - 20 years

D R .   J U D I T H  B U R D A N 
Associate Professor of English - 17 years

K E Y  R E T I R E M E N T S 
I N  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0

T H E  B R E E Z E W A Y

NEW SC IENCE 
ADV ISORY  BOARD

FLAGLER  NAMES  JOHN DELANEY  AS  INTER IM PRES IDENT
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CAMPUS COPES  WITH  COV ID

“No one wanted this, 
no one likes this, but 
it is what we must do 
for the greater good.”
Second-year student Emily Hulet

“The transition to online classes due to 
the pandemic was difficult. I took a few 
gap years before college and had never 
experienced online classes before. It was a 
difficult transition, but my professors were 
understanding and helped me stay on top of 
things.”
First-year student John Rodewig

F lagler College bustled with masks, Zoom classes, sanitiza-
tion stations and a host of coronavirus mitigation efforts 
as the campus coped with the COVID-19 pandemic this 

past fall. But while different than any other semester in Flagler’s 
history, students, faculty and staff still pulled together to balance 
health and safety with the kind of education and personal expe-

rience the College is known for. 
This spring, more than 70 percent of classes were in-person 

as Flagler built on the success of the fall, when COVID cases on 
campus were limited.

Take a look at the new face of Flagler this past fall as the 
College braved the COVID-19 pandemic.

T H E  B R E E Z E W A Y
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Even with many classes online and limits 
to gatherings due to COVID-19 this past 
fall, Flagler’s Office of Student Affairs still 
managed to put on 498 events including 
club meetings, workshops, speakers, 
intramural classes and field trips. Here’s a 
look at some of what took place:
 
CAMPUS-WIDE EVENTS

4,336 attendees at all sponsored events

248 attendees at 41 field trips

       (mini golf, driving range, 9 holes, fishing, kayaking)

CAREER DEVELOPMENT CENTER

93 event and workshop participants 

 237 appointments/resume reviews

44 virtual interviews 

CLUB/ORGANIZATIONS

898 club meeting attendees

1,025 club event attendees

       243 CAB Adopt-a-Saint

       335 Midnight Breakfast

       134 CAB Paint a Pumpkin

       113 Day of Service

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

 253 Welcome Week attendees

 101 Saints After Dark attendees

 163 movie showings

 104 Glowtober attendees

 579 Harry Potter Week attendees

STUDENT AFFAIRS

 149 Coffee with a Cop attendees

 194 Residence Life program attendees

 52 participants in Diversity & Inclusion/Title IX programs

“Even in the age of Zoom, I want to 
engage every little square.” Dr. Butler is 
asking his students to now, more than ever, 
contextualize and use their primary sources, 
especially on exams where he has replaced 
the essay-based format with artist analysis 
and interpretation.
Dr. J. Michael Butler
Kenan Distinguished Professor of History and Director of the African-
American Studies minor

“COVID forced PAD to convert to a hybrid/
online mode, and because of the success of 
combining some of our courses for students 
in both Tallahassee and St. Augustine and 
its surrounding communities, we intend to 
continue to experiment with this model.”
Dr. Joel Bolante
Director and Assistant Professor of Public Administration

T H E  B R E E Z E W A Y
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Flagler College’s men’s basketball (15-2) won its first Peach Belt Con-
ference Tournament championship with a 73-60 victory over Georgia 
Southwestern State University on March 7 at Flagler Gymnasium.

Ranked No. 10 in the NABC Division II Top 25, Flagler received 
the league's automatic berth to the NCAA Division II South Regional at 
Valdosta, Georgia, March 13-16.

The tournament championship comes in a season of firsts for the 
Saints, including capturing their first regular season conference title and 
the first time the team has been nationally ranked since moving to NCAA 
Division II in the 2009-10 season. The Saints debuted at No. 21 in the 
National Association of Basketball Coaches (NABC) Division II Top 25 
poll in early February.

"I am so proud of our team and thankful to be their coach," said fourth-
year Head Coach Chad Warner, who passed 200 career wins this season. 

"They have made history."
The last time Flagler won a postseason conference tournament was 

the Florida Sun Conference tourney, also held at Flagler Gym at the end 
of the 2003-04 season. For more on the Saints, visit athletics.flagler.edu.

For the sixth consecutive year, Flagler College is one of a record 
42 NCAA Division II member institutions to be honored as part of the 
Presidents’ Award for Academic Excellence for achieving a four-year 
Academic Success Rate of 90 percent or higher. This is the 10th year of 
the program.

“I could not be prouder of our student-athletes and coaches,” said 
Flagler College President Joseph Joyner. “The priority we place on aca-
demics is clearly demonstrated in these outstanding results.”

The Presidents’ Award for Academic Excellence recognizes Divi-
sion II member schools for their commitment to a balanced college 
experience that supports the academic success of college athletes. 

“This means college athletes at these schools are achieving academic 
success that will benefit them for the rest of their lives,” said Sandra 
Jordan, chancellor of the University of South Carolina Aiken and chair 
of the Division II Presidents Council.

ATHLETES  AWARDED  FOR 
ACADEMIC  EXCELLENCE

MEN ’S  BASKETBALL 
W INS  F IRST-EVER  PBC 
TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONSH IPFlagler College receives Presidents’ Award for Academic 

Excellence for the sixth consecutive year

The Flagler College men’s basketball team celebrates their first Peach Belt Conference Tournament championship on 
March 7 at Flagler Gymnasium after beating Georgia Southwestern State University.

T H E  B R E E Z E W A Y
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T H E  B R E E Z E W A Y

Professor of Economics Yvan J. Kelly, Ph.D., has 
co-authored a new book called, “The Economics 
of the Super Bowl,” that was published by Palgrave 
Macmillan. In it, he examined the economic con-
sequences for those who participate in the most 
watched sporting event in the United States. The 
book fills in gaps in the literature by examining the 
benefits and costs for players, halftime performers 
and cities. 

While there have been past studies about the 
economic impact on the cities that play host to the 
Super Bowl, Kelly and his co-authors noticed that 
the previous literature largely ignored the affect the 
game has had on the careers of the players, particu-
larly the stars of the game, as well as the halftime 

performers. They decided to expand on previous re-
search and update it with new data. They looked at 
what participating in the big game means for play-
ers in terms of future pay, and what the long-term 
payoff is for halftime performers through future 
concert revenues and other revenue sources. 

In addition to teaching, Kelly has published 
articles in the Journal of Sports Economics, Quar-
terly Journal of Austrian Economics, and has been 
interviewed by USA Today, Newsweek, Sports 
Illustrated, NBA.com, Radio Free Russia, NPR 
and other media. He co-wrote the book with David 
Berri, professor of Economics at Southern Utah 
University, and Victor A. Matheson, professor of 
Economics at College of the Holy Cross.

Flagler College was ranked fourth in U.S. News 
& World Report’s 2021 Best Colleges guide for 
the Best Regional Colleges in the South. Flagler 
was also featured as 13th on the Best Value list 
in the south regional colleges category, as well as 
fourth for colleges in the South with a strong com-

mitment to undergraduate teaching and second 
for “Most Innovative Schools” among southern 
colleges. For the first time, Flagler was ranked in 
the “Top Performers on Social Mobility” category, 
placing 26th.

From the safety and comfort of your own home, you 
can now explore the former Hotel Ponce de Leon 
virtually. The current home of Flagler College, the 
former luxury hotel famed for its Tiffany windows, 
ornate murals and Spanish-Renaissance architec-
ture, is closed to visitors in an abundance of caution 
during the pandemic. 

In order to serve the curious public and the many 
school groups who normally visit, college officials at 
Flagler’s Legacy Historic Tours have created a solu-
tion to share the history of the former Hotel Ponce de 
Leon through a virtual tour option. Flagler’s Legacy 
partnered with a local St. Augustine company, List-
ing Solutions, to capture the immersive 3D images of 
the interior of the former famed hotel. Areas includ-
ed are the courtyard, the Flagler Room, the Dining 
Hall, Rotunda and the Solarium. 

Each area has its own 3D model with unique 
interactive touch points including historic photos, 
fun facts and views of rooms not usually accessible. 
Additionally, the virtual option has more informa-
tion than can fit into the one-hour, in-person tour.

“The new tour was created more as an added 
bonus to our Flagler’s Legacy Tours, rather than 
a replacement,” said Flagler’s Legacy Assistant 
Director Nikki Liberatore. “It is a great option for 
anyone who has never visited us, can’t make it to us, 
or for those who have visited us many times before.”

Virtual tours are accessible through mobile de-
vices or on desktop and are free to view by visiting 
legacy.flagler.edu

F O U R T H  I N  U . S .  N E W S ’  B E S T  C O L L E G E S

K E L LY  P U B L I S H E S  ‘ T H E 
E C O N O M I C S  O F  T H E  S U P E R  B O W L’

A N N O U N C I N G  V I R T U A L  T O U R
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Twenty years ago, Flagler College established the Tallahassee campus with a motto: 
“Quality Education at an Affordable Price.” Two decades later, the College is still com-
mitted to those principles. Over 2,700 teachers, business owners, accountants, marketers 

and leaders of their communities have walked through the campus’ doors. Their legacies, jour-
neys and stories are all woven into the fabric that is Flagler College - Tallahassee. From the very 
first graduating class of 2002 to last year’s graduates, take a look at the impact made in the last 
20 years. For more on Tallahassee’s anniversary, visit www.flagler.edu/20YearsOfFlaglerTally 

TO N YA  C R E A M E R

F L A G L E R  C O L L E G E  –  T A L L A H A S S E E 
C E L E B R A T E S  2 0  Y E A R S  O F  S U C C E S S
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S A R O J A N I E  S A M L A L ,  ‘ 1 6
Elementary ESE Teacher

J A M E S  W R I G H T ,  ‘ 1 0
Investment Banking 

Loan Portfolio Manager

T H A D D I U S  G R E E N ,  ‘ 1 1
Literacy Coach of 

Broward County Schools

My fondest memory is by far the people I had 
the opportunity to interact with. I continue to 
keep in touch with a few professors, as well as 
fellow students, and those are some great rela-
tionships. 

Our Capstone course was awesome as it re-
quired us to leverage all of the education and 
training we had received during the program to 
build a business plan for a real-world company. 
It stretched us, challenged us, and grew us, not 
only as individuals, but as a team. Our professor, 
Dr. Garner, was a firm but incredible coach and 
mentor through the process. He expected hard-
work and held us to a high-standard, which was 
the epitome of what the entire program stood for. 
My experience at Flagler was more than I could 
have asked for and grew me in ways I could not 
have expected to be better prepared as a profes-
sional and a person.

My fondest memory has to be my practicum at 
one of the local schools in Leon County. Before 
entering the building, I had doubts. Flagler 
was able to provide me the necessary skills to 
overcome the doubt I was having. Dr. Chaviano, 
thank you for opening my eyes.

One of my favorite memories from my time at 
FCT was during our next-to-last semester. Our 
cohort had a student that was always in class 
and on time. He started a new job and that 
left him working late some nights. Needless to 
say, he missed a few classes. Once, he showed 
up in class and we gave him a hard time. We 
pretended like it was the first day of class and 
everyone started introducing themselves to him. 
Then, unprovoked by any of the students, the 
teacher called him by a totally different name 
during roll call. This small moment really shows 
the love and familiarity we formed amongst 
ourselves and with our professors. 

I have many memories of my Flagler experience, 
from Dr. Strauss’ mini orientation on my very 
first day of class, to the many lasting friendships 
I have formed; my fondest is of the warm, wel-
coming, and capable office staff, teachers, and 
administration. Being an older person returning 
to school after quite a few years can be daunt-
ing. However, everyone from Linda Smith and 
Annette Young to all my Flagler professors were 
always well-organized and supportive. The 
Education Program is like a well-oiled machine. 
Every step was well-planned, and there were no 
surprises. It is a rigorous program, but it is so 
well-organized that it makes the entire process 
easier.

I can remember working so hard on a five-year 
strategy plan for our Strategic Management 
class. Although we had four other very demand-
ing classes, it was the one project that took 
precedence over everything else.  It was the 
most work any of us had ever done before, but 
we were determined to get the most out of the 
class. After countless weeks of working on our 
projects, we all presented and were told that we 
did well on our strategic formulations. … I be-
lieve this pivotal time in my educational career 
has everything to do with why I chose project 
management as a career track.

A L U M N I  S P O T L I G H T S
Flagler College - Tallahassee alumni remember their fondest memories

R E N I T A  T H O M P S O N ,  ‘ 0 4
Associate Director of 

Data Program Management

D A V I D  C L A R K ,  ‘ 0 8
Owner of Allegiant
Strategies Group

A A K E E M  B E N N E T T ,  ‘ 1 8
Senior Auditor for the

State of Florida Auditor
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     Make as many connections as 
possible and attend events such as 
Flagler Works Night. ”
S E A N  M C M A H O N

Business Administration, Accountant III with the Florida 

Department of Financial Services Office

On Dec. 13, 2020, Flagler College Tallahassee 
hosted its Commencement Ceremony. Meet the 
newest alumni and their advice for incoming students 
or their fondest memories of  their time at Flagler.

     Budget additional hours now, 
other than regular class hours. It will 
help you in the future.”
T H O M A S  H U D S O N

Business Administration, IT professional at Leon County Sheriff’s 

Office

     Your story may not be the same as 
mine, but always remain faithful, trust 
the process and fulfill your dreams.”
V A R O N I A  W A L K E R

Business Administration, Administrative Assistant of Administrative 

Services at the College of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences, 

Institute of Public Health
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For Joseph Joyner, it has always been about family, wheth-
er it was at home or his adopted Flagler Family all across 
the campus. As he announced his retirement as president 

of Flagler College, he reflected on the importance of that for 
him, and how his decision was rooted in the need to get back 
to his personal family, who he said has always had to sacrifice 
a lot for his career. 

“I’ve spent almost 45 years in education and 37 of those 
have been in administrative positions,” he said. “I just feel it’s 
time to get back to Susan, and the rest of the family, and watch 
my grandkids grow up.” 

But he said that won’t make leaving the College any easier. 
“I’m going to miss the wonderful people here, and especially 
the students,” he said. “It’s been a wonderful experience for 
me, and very rewarding. I really thank everyone and will miss 
everyone here,” he said. 

Joyner plans to retire at the end of the 2020-21 academic 
year, after what will be four years in the role as Flagler’s fourth 
president. In a short time he made a noticeable impact on the 
campus, most notably with the launch of a new Strategic Plan 
in 2019, “Preparing for a Life Well-Lived.” 

The plan included a revised mission and core values, the 

Getting Back to Fa mily

1
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B R I A N  T H O M P S O N ,  ' 9 5   |    P H OTO S  BY  M O N A R C H  ST U D I O

P R E S I D E N T  J O Y N E R  A N N O U N C E S  R E T I R E M E N T  & 
L E A V E S  A  L E G A C Y  O F  S E R V I C EGetting Back to Fa mily

1  President Joyner with his wife, Susan, and 
his two granddaughters. 

2  Dr. Joyner meeting with staff members 
after being named Flagler's fourth president.

3  In 2018, Dr. Joyner took on the role of Elvis 
in the Department of Theatre Arts' musical 
production of "All Shook Up." 

4  Dr. Joyner, along with his wife, Susan, 
became regulars at Flagler Move-In Days 
as they helped new students move into their 
residence halls. 

3 4

2

establishment of the Center for Advising and Core Experience, 
the Center for Teaching and Learning, the Office of Diversity 
and Inclusion, the development of the Flagler Sophomore High 
Impact Practice (FlagSHIP) program and many other priori-
ties that will continue to be imple mented over the coming years, 
and even after his retirement. 

A focus on students first
But he said what makes him most proud are the students – 

their accomplishments and how they continued to excel.  
“My favorite thing here is being able to interact with our 

wonderful students,” he said.
Rick Groux, chair of the Flagler College Board of Trustees, 

said Joyner helped bring significant forward movement since 
he took over in 2017.  

“He came to the College with a call for everyone across 
campus to identify what greatness looks like,” Groux said. “In 
doing so, divisions and offices across the campus took up this 
challenge and witnessed remarkable accomplishments.” 

Groux said notable includes the most successful fundraising 
year in a decade, overall student retention rates increasing from 
69% to 74%, new academic majors in Math, Anthropology, In-



www.flagler.edu/magazine      15   14      Spring 2021      FLAGLER COLLEGE Magazine

“I’ve had time this year to reflect on 
my tenure as president. I am both 
proud and gratified by what we as 
a community have accomplished. I 
know there is more work to do and I 
remain committed to finishing out this 
academic year strong.”

- President Joyner

ternational Business, Computer Information Systems and Social 
Entrepreneurship, and reaccreditation for the College. 

Even more impressive is that a large part of Joyner’s tenure 
was spent dealing with two hurricanes that had major impact 
on the campus in 2018 and 2019, and of course the ongoing 
global pandemic, COVID-19.  

Joyner is quick to dismiss his own role in the many accom-
plishments over his time at Flagler, and says the real credit goes 
to dedicated faculty, staff, alumni and even students who put in 
the work to make Flagler better and achieve greatness.

Strengthening College values
He said he was also proud to see how the campus embraced 

the College’s core values: transformative learning, citizenship 
with integrity, respectful and inclusive community and thought-
ful stewardship. Those values, he said, have always been at the 
forefront of how he’s operated as president. 

“When making decisions for the College, I often reflect on 
our core values,” he said. “In many ways they are our rules for 
living as a community and we constantly strive to stay true to 
those things we value most.” 

Joyner said even in the midst of dealing with the pandemic, 
the College still found a way as a community to “grapple with 
the present moment — to understand our own history and lived 
experiences, and to find ways to engage in open dialogue.”

After a year that saw national strife over racial injustice, he 
called for developing concrete plans guided by the core values 
to “adapt to a changing landscape, and which can serve as our 
compass through these uncertain times.”

A lifetime in education
The entirety of Joyner’s career has been one rooted in educa-

tion, and furthered by a passion for service and serving others. 
He began in 1977 as a teacher and a coach. He worked his 

way up to principal in an economically and ethnically-diverse 
high school in Central Florida. Under his leadership, the school 
was designated as a National School of Excellence by the Unit-
ed States Department of Education. In 1993, he transitioned 

F L A G L E R  T O  B E G I N 
S E A R C H  F O R  F I F T H 

P R E S I D E N T
With the planned retirement of President Joseph Joyner, Flagler’s 

Board of Trustees is planning a national search to find the College’s 
fifth president. Board Chair Rick Groux, ’79, has appointed Judge 
Chuck Tinlin, a trustee and 1979 Flagler alumnus, as chair of 
the presidential search committee. In addition, the College has 
retained presidential search firm AGB Search. 

In December, Groux also announced that John Delaney had 
been appointed to serve as Interim President of Flagler College 
beginning this spring. Due to challenges from the COVID-19 
pandemic, this appointment will allow the Presidential Search 
Committee the time needed to plan and conduct a national search. 

Delaney served 15 years as President of University of North 
Florida in Jacksonville, Fla., and before that two terms as mayor 
of Jacksonville. He brings an extensive collection of experiences 
to the appointment. As UNF president, he raised the profile of the 
institution by increasing the academic standards, implementing 
flagship academic programs and cultivating strong community 
relationships. 

The presidential search is expected to begin in the fall of 2021.

F L A G L E R  C O L L E G E 
P R E S I D E N T S

Dr. F. Roy Carlson – 1968 - 1970

Dr. William L. Proctor – 1971 - 2001

Dr. William T. Abare, Jr. – 2001 - 2017

Dr. Joseph G. Joyner – 2017 - Present
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into administration for the school district that encompasses 
Orlando, eventually becoming area superintendent for the 
northwest part of the county. 

In 2003, he was named superintendent of schools for 
St. Johns County, home to St. Augustine.  The district 
was continually recognized as the highest achieving of 
Florida’s 67 school districts, and was also ranked among 
the top districts in the state in the percentage of money 
spent in the classroom.

He said education has always been his focus, and that it 
was something that has run in his family – from parents who 
were both teachers and his father later a principal, to his wife, 
Susan,  who had taught for 28 years and even his daughters who 
were teachers. 

“Watching my father work made me fall in love with 
the ringing of the bells. That’s why I wanted to get into 
(education),” he said in 2017, shortly after taking over the 
presidency. “There’s something magical about when you 
capture the enthusiasm or you can inspire young people. To 
see that inspiration and see students excited about learning 
new things, there’s something special about that.”

Joyner said he has been thankful to continue that passion 
in his time at Flagler, and is excited about the future of the 
College as it begins searching for its fifth president. 

“I look forward to great things in the future for Flagler, 
and thank everyone for the support while I have been presi-
dent,” he said.

“(With college students), there’s so much hope in their eyes,” he 
said. “They all want to change the world and that’s a great 
thing. There’s so much hope and enthusiasm and desire to do 
special things. I just love that. That hooked me right there.”

                                     - President Joyner
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From a young age, Jordan Neis-
ler has always been interested 

in investigating water and food 
insecurity – the lack of  consis-
tent access to enough of  the two 
necessities to lead healthy lives. 
Growing up in New Smyrna 
Beach and surrounded by the wa-
ter helped her appreciate the impor-
tance of  clean water for human life, and 
how it isn’t always accessible to everyone. 

“I remember as a child that I was al-
ways interested in environmental issues,” 
she said. “As I grew older I realized how 
crucial clean water is to not only a bet-
ter environment but also to human life. I 
think it really just made me think about 
how clean water should be a basic human 
right, since we all need it to live. But it is not 
accessible to everyone.”

That interest led the December 2020 
Flagler College graduate with a major in 
Strategic Communication to win a Pulitzer 
Center grant in May 2020 for her examination 
of the water crisis in Jordan. The Pulitzer Cen-
ter Global Reporting Grants support in-depth, 
high-impact reporting on issues of global impor-
tance that are often overlooked in the media.

She won the grant in Flagler’s Pulitzer Center 
& Global Issues class in the Spring of 2020, and 
she said the reporting project in Jordan will 
help her take a significant step towards her 
future career path and making a difference in 
the world.

Her courage and desire began in The Pulitzer 

Center & Global Issues class 
taught by Associate Professor of 
Social Sciences Brenda Kauff-
man. While her trip has been de-
layed due to COVID-19, her goal 
for this project is to research how 
refugees are coming to Jordan 

in search of a better life, but 
are faced with limited access 
to water. 

“My goal is to bring more 
awareness to the current water 
crisis that is going on in Jor-
dan,” she said. “I hope that 

my reporting can help 
people become more 
educated on the water 
crisis not just in Jor-
dan, but globally.”

Jordan is ranked 
as the f ifth driest 
countr y in the 
world by the World 
Resources Inst i-
tute’s Water Risk 
Atlas. Although 

refugees have been 
regularly reported on in 

Jordan, water scarcity is a topic that 
is often underreported. She plans on 
interviewing Jordanian citizens and 
local experts from universities, and 

then reporting these moments through 
articles, photos and social media posts. 

Neisler was one of 40 Reporting 

Recent alumna wins Pulitzer 
Center grant to report on water 

issues in Jordan  

SY D N E Y  G O R A K ,  ' 2 1

P H OTO  BY

Z AC H  T H O M A S ,  ' 0 0
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The recent alumna, who also has minors in History 
and Advertising, hopes to eventually work in the commu-
nication field for a non-profit that specializes in water or 
food insecurity.

“Even though I haven’t traveled to Jordan yet, my expe-
rience with the Pulitzer Center has been great,” said Neis-
ler. “I am super excited to eventually go to Jordan and get 
to report there. I plan to use my experiences to further my 
education by pursuing a master’s degree in Public Policy 
and then eventually working at a non-profit that focuses 
specifically on water and food insecurity, most likely in 
the Washington, D.C. area.”Fellows selected in 2020 to cover underreported issues in 23 

countries across the globe. The Pulitzer Center awards fellow-
ships to students at its Campus Consortium partners, which 
includes liberal arts college like Flagler, and pairs them with 
an adviser who has expertise on the topic. The Pulitzer Center 
raises awareness of underreported global issues through direct 
support for quality journalism across all media platforms and a 
unique program of education and public outreach.

Sharing common interests in water insecurity and issues with 
Joanna Krajewski, an Assistant Professor of Strategic Com-
munication at Flagler College, sparked her interest in just how 
underreported this topic was. Neisler continued to research 
more information on these issues and became more interested on 
shining a light on water insecurity and potentially helping find 
solutions to these problems. 

“I think the biggest thing that sparked my interest was just how 
underreported this topic was,” Neisler said. “The country of Jor-
dan had never really been on my radar as a country that faced 
water insecurity until I talked to Dr. Krajewski about her trip. As 
I continued to do research on this issue I just got more and more 

interested on bringing coverage to this issue and potentially help-
ing find solutions for it.”

This continues Neisler’s interest in trying to make a differ-
ence in the lives of people who need help. Since freshman year, 
she has been actively involved with Flagler College Volunteers 
(FCV) organizing events from helping feed the homeless, beach/
community clean-ups and helping local animal shelters walk and 
bathe dogs. The club, which she served as president for, guided 
her to a passion for non-profit work and allowed her to grow as 
a leader. 

“If I had never found FCV, my college experience and future 
plans would likely be vastly different, so I am truly thankful that 
I had the opportunity to be involved with the organization since 
my freshman year,” she said.

“My goal is to bring more awareness to 
the current water crisis that is going on in 
Jordan. I hope that my reporting can help 
people become more educated on the water 
crisis not just in Jordan, but globally.”

- Jordan Neisler

The Jordanian Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation predicts that by 2050 the 
demand for water is going to exceed their 
resources by 26%.

Source: Jordanian Ministry of Water and Irrigation, ©Nature.com 
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02600-w
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Bonjou, Learning!
B O B B I E  ST E WA RT  N O LO B O F F    |    P H OTO  BY  Z AC H  T H O M A S ,  ' 0 0

Professor Edwidge Bryant aims to reform bilingual education in Haiti.
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Seven-year-old Edwidge Bryant stood 
before a blank canvas in the back of 
a classroom in Brooklyn, N.Y., lost in 

the daydreams of all that was left behind in 
her beloved country of Haiti. She had been 
separated from the other students, who were 
adding and subtracting numbers.

Bryant, too, could add and subtract, but 
didn’t speak English. Her teacher, baffled by 
the perceived incongruity, “didn’t know what 
to do with me,” she said. “I remember how I 
felt. Alone and invisible.”

Isolation, an easel and paint brushes 
became her instruments of learning and con-
tinued for a year after she moved to Brooklyn. 
Her father, a lawyer and math professor, 
decided to intervene and taught Bryant and 
her siblings English skills for two 
years, in the evenings and on the 
weekends, leaving no time for the 
Bryant children to play stick ball 
or dodge ball games with neigh-
borhood friends.

These memories, among 
others, planted the seed for the 
Flagler College associate profes-
sor of Education’s latest project 
in her home country. There, she 
is the co-director of the literacy 
program AKA (Agrikilti, Komi-
note, Alfa) in Petit-Goậve. She 
collaborates with other directors 
to translate primary school text-
books into Haitian Creole, the 
Haitian students’ native language. 

Bryant, through the publisher 
Educavision, will distribute translated text-
books to students in kindergarten through the 
sixth grade in the Haitian town of Piton. And 
that’s just the start.

“Based on student performance data from 
that change, and with the Minister of Educa-
tion’s approval, we’re hoping to then distrib-
ute textbooks to all children throughout the 
country in the fall of 2021,” she said.  

A Reversal in Pedagogy
The idea surfaced in 2010 after Haiti was 

hit hard by an earthquake. Bryant and two 
colleagues went to Haiti in 2011 to conduct 
a needs assessment and learned that students 
were not passing standardized tests. While 
Haitian Creole and French are both the 
country’s official languages, the medium of 
instruction remains to be French in many 
schools. This is a problem, Bryant said, be-
cause children’s native language — the one 
spoken at home — is Haitian Creole and yet 
school materials and tests are administered in 
French. 

Many students struggle to understand the 
content because they are acquiring conversa-

tional and academic French simultaneously 
– in other words, they have not yet developed 
oral proficiency in French yet are expected to 
read and analyze academic content in French. 
Fast forward years down the road, and those 
same students don’t pursue college degrees — 
not because they are not committed to their 
education, but because they are unable to 
successfully pass the various standardized as-
sessments. Haitian students, she noted, raised 
in homes where French is spoken, often do 
well on standardized tests written in French, 
and complete their college education success-
fully.

“We’ve had it backwards for a number 
of years,” Bryant said. “The majority of 
the country is monolingual Haitian Creole 

speakers, so the first time many students are 
introduced to French is in school. Because 
it’s introduced for the first time in schools, 
it should be taught using second-language 
strategies while using Haitian Creole as the 
language of instruction in all subjects.” 

The French language was designated as 
the primary medium of instruction, she added, 
because of a perception of status.

“The attitude is that French is perceived 
to be a prestigious language,” she said. “Even 
Haitians who are monolingual say that they 
don’t speak Haitian Creole. They say they 
speak French. In the U.S., (Haitian) children 
are asked what they speak, and they say 
French. Then the resources are provided in 
French and they can’t understand them.”

Bryant recalled her years of working in 
New York as a bilingual teacher, and em-
phasizing to Haitian parents the importance 
of telling schools that their children did not 
speak French so teachers could develop a 
solid bilingual program.

The idea is not that students won’t 
learn French at all, but that they will do so 
when they are developmentally ready —an 

approach anchored in second language 
acquisition theory. According to the Flagler 
professor, students acquire a second language 
much faster and more easily when they are 
proficient in their native language.

Students will get better at French if 
they get better at Haitian Creole,” she said. 

“Research supports this. Students who have 
a strong command of their language and 
come to the U.S. to study go straight to the 
top because they already have a grasp of how 
language works.”

Progressive Change Anchored in 
Grassroots Support

A seismic change to language education 
of this scale, in Bryant’s opinion, requires 

widespread support. To this 
end, she and Haitian colleague 
Samuel Pamzou have engaged 
in outreach efforts throughout 
Haiti, and within a U.S.-based 
community with a large Haitian 
population—Palm Beach County, 
Fla. As a result of her work on 
Palm Beach County’s Dual Lan-
guage Committee, the district 
is in the process of developing 
a Dual Language Program in 
Haitian Creole/English. Pamzou 
has been spearheading forums in 
Haiti, and Bryant said the feed-
back has been positive. 

“Samuel receives standing 
ovations,” she said. “People have 
gotten up and clapped and said, 

‘Finally! Now, our children will understand 
what they’re being taught.’”

Bryant and Pamzou have also been 
translating textbooks for social sciences, math 
and history subjects from French to Haitian 
Creole. 

“I do believe that this will help move our 
country (Haiti) forward,” Bryant said. “If 
you don’t provide resources for addressing 
this problem, then the problems will remain 
problems. Haitian students are brilliant and 
make great use of the limited resources they 
have. They can do even more when allowed 
to analyze as deeply as one could in a lan-
guage that’s their own.”

At Flagler, Bryant is also the English 
for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 
coordinator and teaches classes such as Cross 
Cultural Communications, which exam-
ines cultural diversity in the sociopolitical, 
cultural and linguistic contexts of teaching, 
learning and living in a global society. In Ap-
plied Linguistics, she teaches students to have 
a fundamental understanding and apprecia-
tion of cultural diversity.

“If you don’t provide 
resources for addressing 
this problem, then the 
problems will remain 

problems.”
– Edwidge Bryant
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Dr. Frances Bartlett Kinne’s connection to Flagler Col-
lege extends back before this historic campus even 
hosted students. A resident of St. Augustine since 1958, 

she used to eat with her husband in the Hotel Ponce de Leon 
dining room, years before the college was founded.

Throughout her long career in education – one that in-
cludes being the first female university president in Florida 
as head of nearby Jacksonville University – she later forged 
lasting connections with the young College, forming close re-

lationships with its administration, faculty, staff and especially 
students. 

In fact, in 2003 she funded the Dr. Frances Bartlett Kinne 
Endowed Scholarship at Flagler to support students who had 
been members of the National Honor Society in high school, 
and demonstrated exemplary character, service and leadership. 

It was a bond built on a mutual love for education and 
selfless service to others. 

“My whole theme has been this: that life is not about me, 

A ground-breaking educator 
continues legacy of service with 
gift to Flagler

TO N YA  C R E A M E R    |    P H OTO S  BY  J AC K S O N V I L L E  U N I V E R S I T Y

Frances Bartlett Kinne’s estate gifts 
Flagler $100,000 for scholarships
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it’s about others,” she once said.
Kinne, who passed away in 2020 at the age of 102, will 

continue helping others at Flagler thanks to an additional gift 
of $100,000 for scholarships through her estate. Understand-
ing the importance of supporting the ongoing development of 
the young College and enriching educational opportunities 
for future students, Kinne was one of the inaugural members 
of the Henry M. Flagler Heritage Society. The Society recog-
nizes individuals who name the College as a beneficiary of a 
bequest, estate plan or other planned gift.

Late last year, Kinne’s godson, Eric Nelson, presented 
Flagler President Joseph G. Joyner with the gift that will be 
added to the endowed scholarship 
fund that bears her name. To date, 
eight students have benefitted from 
the scholarship.

“Fran was a multi-talented pia-
nist who could play by ear as well 
as ‘play the ink’ as the saying goes,” 
said Nelson, both her godson and 
cousin. “But for all her many talents and accomplishments, 
perhaps the most inspiring is how she treated everyone with 
the utmost respect and dignity, regardless of their position. 
She was genuinely interested in everyone around her, and 
always had encouraging words to share.”

A distinguished educator, Kinne dedicated more than 60 
years to Jacksonville University, serving as president from 
1979-89, Chancellor from 1989-94 and Chancellor Emeritus 
until her passing. 

Throughout her life, she was a woman of many firsts. In 
addition to being the first woman to lead a university in the 
state, she was also the first female chairperson for the Inde-
pendent Colleges and Universities of Florida, of which Flagler 
is a member.

At Jacksonville University, she established the Davis 
College of Business, the Keigwin School of Nursing and an 
Aviation program. Over the years, she also formed close re-

lationships with celebrities and public figures that she drew 
to Jacksonville, including President Gerald Ford, Bob Hope, 
Jack Benny and Charlton Heston, among others.

She began her Jacksonville University career in 1958 as a 
humanities professor, and then became founding dean of JU's 
College of Fine Arts in 1961, another of her many firsts and in 
which she served until being named president.

Kinne received undergraduate and graduate degrees from 
Drake University and a tri-major doctorate (philosophy, mu-
sic and English literature) from the University of Frankfurt 
(Germany). She was awarded with five honorary doctorate 
degrees, including from Flagler College for her exemplary 

service.
Earlier in her career, 

she was a public school 
music teacher; a choral 
and instrumental conduc-
tor; Veterans Administra-
tion recreation director; 
professor at Tsuda College 

in Tokyo, Japan; and music consultant for Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur's staff in Tokyo. During World War II, she chose 
to be a U.S. Army hostess over the Women's Army Corps, 
and her wartime assignment had her in charge of providing 
entertainment for as many as 70,000 GIs.

Over the years, she remained active in Flagler’s funding 
initiatives, provided administrative cheerleading to the grow-
ing college and genuinely remained connected to all of the 
students she helped through her scholarship.

"What I'd really have to say is just how kind she was to 
people, over and over and over," said John Delaney, Flagler’s 
incoming interim president, as well as former mayor of Jack-
sonville and president of the University of North Florida. "It 
could be a waiter in a restaurant, it could be a 17- or 18-year-
old student at Jacksonville University. She just was over-
whelmingly kind.”

I N S T I T U T I O N A L  A D V A N C E M E N T

“My whole theme has been this: that life is 
not about me, it’s about others.”

– Dr. Frances Bartlett Kinne

Order online at     
www.flagler.edu/
licenseplate or visit your 
local Tax Collector's office.

FLORIDA RESIDENTS:
Purchase a Flagler College license plate to 
help us keep it on the roads. $25 of your tag 
fee directly supports student scholarships 
through the Flagler Fund!



www.flagler.edu/magazine      23   22      Spring 2021      FLAGLER COLLEGE Magazine

Becoming an entrepreneur was never something Flagler College 
alumna Lundyn Carter, ‘06, considered, especially because she didn’t 
see people who looked like her starting their own companies. How-
ever, those previous assumptions changed after she graduated college 
and her wedding ceremony inspired her to start her own business, 
Laine London, a first-of-its-kind bridal gown rental shop in Atlanta, 
Ga., providing a chic, high-end 
experience at sensible prices.

Carter graduated from 
Flagler with a double major in 
Political Science and Commu-
nications. But her career mind-
set pivoted later when she took 
a class on entrepreneurship in 
business school at Emory Uni-
versity that taught her ways she 
could disrupt an industry that 
had seen little to no change. 
Her professor strengthened her 
confidence to become an entre-
preneur by believing and reas-
suring her to follow her dreams 
regardless of  pre-existing ste-
reotypes of  what a typical en-
trepreneur “looked” like. 

Now that business she 
launched has been rewarded 
through the support of  Google 
for Startups’ Black Founders 
Fund, giving Laine London 
access to an abundance of  re-
sources and connections that 
have been highly beneficial for 
the company. The fund from the tech and Internet company recog-
nizes “amazing Black startup founders that are building great com-
panies, yet are locked out of  access to the funding that is critical to 
their success.” 

“Women are less likely to start their own business,” Carter said. 
“I am beyond grateful for the capital contribution Google has pro-
vided us, but any organization can give you money. For me, it’s the 
resources and connections that come with being a part of  Google 
for Startups.” 

Google believes that funding Black founders fuels generational 
change. Racial equity is inextricably linked to economic opportunity, 
and they are uniquely positioned to provide capital and support to 
help founders grow their businesses. In turn, this creates greater im-
pact for their communities. 

The idea for Laine London started when Carter got married in 
2014 and wore her great grandmother’s dress with alterations, which 
ended up being costly. She did it to please her family, but was flabber-
gasted at how expensive customizing or purchasing a wedding dress 

could be, especially a dress that is only worn once. 
She began to look online for alternative solutions to buying a 

pricey wedding dress, only to find there were none. There were sev-
eral direct-to-consumer online bridal boutiques, but the dresses were 
either too expensive, out-of-fashion or couldn’t be tried before buy-
ing. After reading online reviews from other frustrated brides, she 

realized that the in-person cus-
tomer experience was missing.

In 2018, the market and 
the change in the economy in-
fluenced Carter and her close 
friend, Tiffany Gaines, to launch 
the brick-and-mortar wedding 
dress rental boutique. It heavily 
relies on building relationships 
and guaranteeing a memorable 
experience for brides of  all 
shapes and sizes.

“Our business is about the 
experience; we want you to feel 
beautiful without the hefty price 
tag. Men do it (by renting a tux) 
so why shouldn’t women?” she 
said.

The goal of  the business is 
to have a high-end experience 
at sensible prices, and have the 
bride feeling beautiful and ex-
cited for her big day. Celebrities 
rent dresses from designers to 
wear once on the red carpet and 
there has always been the option 
for men to rent a tuxedo.

“Flat is the new up. In 2020, I made the conscious decision to put 
our revenue goals aside and focus on helping brides get through these 
difficult economic times, even if  that meant cutting into our margins,” 
Carter said. “Weddings look completely different than they did pre-
pandemic, and our business is stronger than ever.” 

So far, Laine London has attracted brides from all over the south-
east, Texas and New York. Georgia is a destination spot for weddings, 
which has played a role in stimulating business for the company.

“Being an entrepreneur is not easy, but I would never go back in a 
million years,” Carter said. “I love what I do, and I think I’m really 
good at it. This is exactly where I should be.”

Carter said the lesson for her has been to have the courage to 
follow your heart and intuition no matter what the circumstances. 

“There are things you need to learn and understand through real 
world experiences even if  you have the most brilliant idea,” she said. 

“Working for someone else made me appreciate where I am now. Be-
ing able to successfully lead and communicate with others comes 
with time, preparation and patience.” 

Carter's Entrepreneurial Spirit Leads to Success, and Google Grant
SY D N E Y  G O R A K ,  ' 2 1

“I love what I do, and I think I’m really good at it. 
This is where I should be.”

- Lundyn Carter, ‘06

A L U M N I  N O T E S
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C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 1

After spending decades traveling 
the world as an award-winning 
journalist, Debra Bokur’s novel, 

“The Fire Thief,” the first book in 
her Dark Paradise Mysteries series, 
was published by Kensington Books 
in late May. The second book in the 
Hawaii-based series will be released 
in spring of 2021. The books feature 
a tough female detective who uses 
her knowledge of the island lore and 
legends to solve crimes. Bokur and 
her husband, James Raw-
sthorne, ‘88, divide their time 
between coastal Maine and the 
Colorado Rocky Mountains.

C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 3
Maryann Johnson Pohle has 

recently retired from the Special 
Needs Department of the Florida 
School for the Deaf and the Blind 
and still lives in the St. Augustine 
area. 

C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 5

Joan Noeldechen continues to 
publish her work online. She has 
some newer poetry and has been 
working on several projects and 
blogs. You can view her work at 
joannoeldechen.wordpress.com
 
C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 6 

Thirty years after graduating from 
Flagler, Jimmy Cazin, Ian Stake, 
and brother, Richy Cazin, released 
their Ladder 9 Christian alternative 
rock album, “Out of Control” on 
Spotify and Apple Music. All three 
attended Flagler in the late 80s 
and studied under Dr. Mattie Hart 
and Walter and Martha Shinn. 
They hope to one day open for 
U2 or RunDMC. 
 
C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 7 

Hartmut Liebel recently became 
CEO of Sanmina, an international 
Fortune 500 firm specializing in 
outsourced manufacturing and 
engineering services. 

Capt. Donald B. Simmons, 
III retired after a highly decorated 
and distinguished career as a senior 
naval officer. 
 
C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 9 
In 2019, Karen (Fehl) Cram-
er’s daughter, Cayleen Cramer, be-

gan her freshman year at Flagler 
College, exactly 30 years after she 
graduated.   
 
C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 0 

Garrett Riggs recently had four 
pieces of art selected for 621 Gal-
lery’s SEE YOUR NEIGHBOR: 
DIVERSITY IN THE ARTS 
exhibition.  
 
C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 1 

Deanna Fitzgerald was recently 
appointed Associate Dean for Cur-
ricular and Student Affairs for the 
College of Fine Arts at the Univer-
sity of Arizona.  
 
C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 2 
Kerri Pratt moved to Port St. 
John, Fla. She is happily in a rela-
tionship with Randy and living with 
him and his 2 children (Reagan, 17 
and Wesley, 15). Her current goal is 
to move to the mountains of North 
Carolina or Tennessee in 3-5 years 
to enjoy the start of retirement. 
 
Laura (Vizdos) Tomas started 
an educational podcast with 

her friend. Check out Learn-
ingThroughMath.com or search 
Learning Through Math on your 
favorite podcasting platform. The 
2020-2021 school year also means 
that Laura is beginning year 29 
as a teacher (and can’t believe it!) 
In August, Laura celebrated her 
50th birthday! 

Dr. J. Travis completed his 
Ph.D. and resides in Hong 
Kong where he teaches at a univer-
sity. Recently, he was interviewed 
by First Coast News in Jacksonville, 
Fla., about how other countries 
are handling education and the 
pandemic. 
 
C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 6 
Heather (Boehmke) McClel-
land was recently filmed wearing 
a Flagler shirt while practic-
ing roller derby with Tallahas-
see RollerGirls. Her oldest daughter 
is currently a student at Flagler 
College-Tallahassee.  
 
C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 7 
Matthew Sara was promoted to 
Vice President of Physician Rela-
tions with HCA Healthcare and 
is celebrating 22 years of mar-
riage. Matthew and wife Janeen 
(Damiano) Sara, ’95, are celebrat-
ing 22 years of marriage this year. 
 
C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 8 
Dawson Kilhoffer & Keri 
Conner Kilhoffer are thrilled 
that their daughter was accepted 
into Flagler College Class of 2025! 
They are so proud of all that she has 
already accomplished and cannot 
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It was during his childhood that Flagler College alumnus Anthony 
Coy-Gonzalez first developed a passion for sign language and the deaf  
community. A girl who was deaf  moved into his neighborhood, and as 
they became good friends, he found himself  learning more and more 
how to sign in order to break the language barrier that separated them. 

It was an experience that always stuck with him. 
It led him in college to major in Deaf  Education, and then to begin 

a career as a Deaf  Education teacher. His passion, partly spawned by 
that experience in middle school, has now landed him the distinction 
of  being named Ohio’s 2021 Teacher of  the Year for his dedication to 
education, and more importantly, his students. 

Coy-Gonzalez called the honor very surreal and humbling, and one 
that he hopes will help him better represent Ohio’s students and teach-
ers. He also hopes he can use the recognition to become an advocate for 
equity, teacher empowerment and partnerships within the community.

“For me, I feel like I’m just like every other teacher,” he said. “We 
have a state full of  amazing teachers who are inspiring to me and my 
students, and I’m blown away by a lot of  teachers that I’ve interacted 
with.”

Coy-Gonzalez graduated from Flagler with a Bachelor's in Deaf  
Education in 2013 and he returned to Ohio to teach, finding what he 
felt was a unique group of  students that could not only learn from him, 
but that could also help him grow and learn as a teacher. 

He continued that drive to always learn when Flagler introduced its 
master’s degree in Education of  the Deaf  and Hard of  Hearing in 2016, 
becoming one of  the online program's graduates in 2018. He said the 
coursework was extremely beneficial.

“The program was amazing – lots of  positive experiences, and rel-
evant to what I was doing in the classrooms and relevant to the needs 

of  the students,” he said.
Coy-Gonzalez said learning from and partnering with St. Augus-

tine’s deaf  community in college and in Ohio has been a tremendously 
positive experience. His proudest moments have been in seeing students 
who once struggled with taking the lead on activities begin to find lead-
ership roles and gain the confidence to shine in front of  the entire class. 
These experiences show growth and the ability for students to come out 
of  their shells, something he says is vital to their success.  

He plans to continue teaching in Ohio, where he feels most at home 
and has developed a close connection with the staff, students, families 
and the community. 

He has also launched #TeacherDreams on Twitter where teachers 
can post dreams they have for their classrooms, schools, districts and 
students. He hopes to use this hashtag as a way to connect teachers with 
resources, networking and opportunities.

“My dream is simply this: that all children can dream, and that the 
pursuit of  our dreams makes that possible,” he said.

Deaf Education Educator Named 
Ohio Teacher of the Year

SYDNEY GORAK , '21

A L U M N I  N O T E S

wait for her to experience what Fla-
gler has to offer. 
 

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 9 
In 2019, Chris Hollister was in-
ducted into the Trivia Hall of Fame 
for his work on Trivial Warfare, 
one of the largest and longest-
running independently owned trivia 

podcasts in the world. He founded 
Trivial Warfare with friend, Jona-
than Oakes.  
 
Lindy (Redmon) Manuel gradu-
ated with a Master of Arts in Li-
brary and Information Science from 
the University of South Florida in 
May 2019. Today, she works as the 
Young Adult Divisional Librarian 
for Roanoke County Public Librar-
ies in southwest Virginia. 
 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 0 
Bryan Meyer, a Sports Manage-
ment and Men’s Soccer team 
graduate, recently wrote a book 
called “Chasing the Title” about his 
11 years training and traveling with 
NBA superstar Dwight Howard. He 
has been in the fitness industry for 
18 years.  
 
After 22 years in radio broad-
cast, Jay Rogers decided to change 
gears. Since 2018, he has worked as 
a two-way radio technician for Keo-
lis, which operates the commuter 
rails in both Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island. 
 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 1 
In September 2001, Melissa 
Rutland was elected as the 2020 
Chair of St. Petersburg’s Develop-

ment Review Commission, the first 
woman to serve in this position.  
 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 2 
Doug Hancock joined Dimen-
sional Innovations as Project 
Manager to oversee projects for the 
University of Florida and the Uni-



www.flagler.edu/magazine      25   24      Spring 2021      FLAGLER COLLEGE Magazine

A L U M N I  N O T E S

versity Athletic Association. In this 
newly created position, he will work 
alongside the university to ensure 
consistency in campus wayfind-
ing, signage and specialty graphics 
throughout facilities and shared 
spaces. Hancock lives in Alachua, 
Fla., and previously owned and 
operated Sign Pro of North Florida.  
 
Jay Hall currently has a show 
called “Two Minutes of Teaching 
with Mr. Hall” currently airing on 
AM Buffalo called Schoolhouse 
7. The episodes are also available on 
YouTube. The two-minute segments 
provide parents with basic, easy 
to implement and highly effective 
literacy strategies for use at home. 
  
Patrick Perkins and his wife wel-
comed daughter Addison Amelia on 
Nov. 20, 2020. The baby is healthy, 
mom is healthy, and dad is … TBD. 
 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 3 

Ariel Hernandez and Rachael 
Scott-Howe, ‘04, welcomed their 
first child, Henry Agustin Her-
nandez, in December 2019. Henry 
is named after his maternal and 
paternal grandfathers. 

On June 13, 2019, Cherish (Si-
monson) Nabil and husband, 
Shaun, welcomed their second child, 
Hudson, joining their daughter, 
Blakely. Earlier that year, the fam-
ily moved from New York City to 
Kansas City. 

Danielle (Tavernier) Spears re-
cently joined CenturyLink as East 
Coast Public Relations Manager. 
 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 5 
Emily Baskin received a 
Master of Science in Management 
Information Systems-Business 
Intelligence and Business Analytics 
from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University.  

Tim Booth started a new career 
as a trooper with the Florida 
Highway Patrol in October 2019 
and is now stationed in Florida’s 
Panhandle. He was named Trooper 
of the Month in October 2020 for 
locating a missing and endangered 
person while on patrol. The person 
was reunited with their family at 
the hospital after being missing for 
nearly a year. 
 
Megan (Arters) Warren recently 
became Board Certified in Con-
struction Law by the Florida Bar. 
 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 9 
On Dec. 6, 2019, Sarah 
Locke married Erick Joyner 
(photo top right) at the Casa Marina 
Hotel and Restaurant in Jackson-
ville Beach, Fla. 

Laura (Riley) O’Neill welcomed 
her second daughter, Charlotte, 
with husband Corey in September 
2019. Big sister, Taylor, is ex-
cited to be the big kid of the house 
now. Laura is also celebrating her 
5th year of marriage and her 
10th year of teaching high school, 
now with Florida Virtual School.  

 Joshua Wilson celebrated the 
10th year anniversary of his busi-
ness, FloridaHSFootball.com, and 
resides in Gainesville, Fla. This 
past fall he was an analyst on 
FOX Sports Florida’s “UNDER 
THE LIGHTS: Florida High 
School Football Final.” Joshua 
is the co-founder of the North 
Florida All-Star Series and serves 
as an inaugural committee member 
of the Florida High School Ath-
letic Association’s (FHSAA) Media 
Advisory Committee. Joshua also 
holds a professional membership 
to the Football Writers Association 
of America (FWAA) and supports 
high school athletic coaches in 
Florida with a partnership through 
Florida Athletic Coaches Associa-
tion (FACA).  
 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 0 
Steven Carothers lives in 
Orlando, Florida with his wife, 

Lindsey, and 3-year-old son, Jack. 
He recently celebrated his 8th year 
as a business owner at College Park 
Insurance. 

Kara Goldberg recently got 
engaged to fiancé, Kyle Harris. 
 
Alicia Goodman completed her 
Ph.D. in Fine Arts – Theatre at 
Texas Tech University. She also ac-
cepted a faculty position at Indiana 
State University where she will be 
teaching Theatre Management and 
Administration.  

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 1 

On Nov. 2, 2019, Chelsea 
(Brown) Cole married George 
Cole, Jr., ‘03, at Grace United 
Methodist Church in downtown St. 
Augustine, Fla. Alumni Joe Cole, 

‘03, Bridgette Lewis ‘11, Mor-
gan Dashiell, ‘11, Charlie Cole, 

‘11, Corey Brown, ‘13, and Kitty 
Cole, ‘16 were members of the 
wedding party. Many other alumni 
joined as guests at the reception, as 
well.  
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 Aileen Del Rio became a regis-
tered nurse in January 2020. 
 
Thomas Fichtelman recently 
took a position with Morgan & Mor-
gan, P.A. 
 
Katherine Wrisley Shelby re-
cently started as a Visiting Professor 
of Theology at Providence College 
in Rhode Island. Her husband, Ty-
son Shelby, ‘10, was also pro-
moted to the position of Associate 
Director at Pathstone, a financial 
advisory firm with offices across the 
country. 

Katherine (Street) Uzel mar-
ried Stevel Uzel on Nov. 9, 2019, 
at the Brevard Zoo in Melbourne, 
Fla. 
 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 2 

Adrianna (Rosamilia) Fina-
more got married in Gettysburg, 
Pa. in September 2019. Alum-
ni Mollie Saunders, ‘12, Jes-
sica Mounts, ‘11, and Jordan 
Mounts, ‘11 were bridesmaids. 

Kristy (Kurowski) Her-
rington graduated from the 
University of South Florida Muma 
College of Business in December 
2019 with a Master of Science 
in Marketing. She works for the 

USF Foundation in the Office of 
Annual Giving as a Communica-
tions & Marketing Officer. 

Maria (Helfrich) Laird and  
Micah Laird, ‘14, welcomed 
their first child, Layn Estelle 
Theresa, in January. They love 
watching her grow and cannot wait 
to take her to Flagler to visit. 
 
Courtney Reynolds was pro-
moted to Sr. Intel Analyst/ Require-
ments Manager for the Air Combat 
Command A25J JWICS Program 
Management Office at Langley Air 
Force Base in Hampton, Va. She 
is currently providing oversight 
on the war fighting capabilities on 
Air Force fighter jets. This promo-
tion occurred after completing 2 1/2 
years in ACC A6OX as a Sr. Cyber 
Analyst/Program Manager over 
Enterprise-based projects and a 
special assignment at the Pentagon 
under the direction of the JAIC 
( Joint Artificial Intelligence Center). 

In 2017, Calla Rowell and Jackie 
(Dautel) Taylor co-founded their 
event-planning business, Mercer 
and Smith Events. Their company 
is named after their grandmothers, 
who taught them everything they 
know about southern hospitality 
and bringing people together. Re-
cently, they were hired to photo-
graph and interview for Edible 
Northeast Magazine’s November/
December 2019 Celebration issue. 
They say, “It feels like just yesterday 
we were interns in the hunt for 
valuable field experience, reporting 
back to Professor Halcomb. Flagler 

College holds a special place in our 
hearts.” 

Robert Sims and wife Samantha 
welcomed their first child, Gregory 
Kamel Sims, on June 3, 2020. 

On New Year’s Eve of 2019, Re-
bekah (Stockowski) Thomp-
son married Adam Thomp-
son in Tampa, Florida. 
Alumni Holly (Payne) Frand-
sen, ‘13, and Amanda Aitkens, 

‘13, were bridesmaids. Rebekah and 
Adam currently live in Charlotte, 
North Carolina.  

Sara (Bliss) Upchurch married 
William Upchurch on March 
14 at the home of Tracy and Beth 
Upchurch. Tracy, a professor at 
Flagler and the current Mayor of St. 
Augustine, was also the officiant for 
the wedding. It was a wonderful, in-
timate at-home ceremony with din-
ner and dancing with family. Flagler 
alum Amy (Lands) Upchurch, 

‘07, was also in attendance. 
 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 3 

Amanda (Slevin) Aitkens and 
her husband, Brian Aitkens, 

‘13, welcomed their first child, Oak-
ley Kate Aitkens, on Oct. 30, 2019. 

Michael Durrett was promoted 
to Senior Chief Petty Officer in the 
United States Coast Guard on Oct. 
1, 2020.   
 
Philip Grech earned his Ph.D. 
in English from Florida State 
University where he will be staying 
as Visiting Teaching Faculty for the 
next year. 
 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 14   

On Oct. 19, 2019, Rachael 
Clark married Jessica on a rustic 
farm in the Blue Ridge Mountains 
in Virginia. Alumna Miranda 
Stanford, ‘14, served as maid 
of honor and alumna Stepha-
nie Jackson, ‘13, served as a 
bridesmaid. Alumni Carson 
Sailor, ‘14, Riley (Smithey) 
Sailor, ‘15, Summer Hoppen-
worth, ‘16, Alexis Valladares, 

‘16, and Rebecca (Clark) Rivera, 
‘17 were also in attendance. 
 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 5   On 
June 22, 2019, William Arbo-
gast and Elizabeth (Doolittle) 
Arbogast married in St. Augustine. 
Alumni guests included their fellow 
graduates, James Hastings, ‘15, 

A L U M N I  N O T E S
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Taylor Seavy got engaged to her 
boyfriend of five years. 

In December 2018, alumni Cath-
erine Whippen and John Alk-
houry got engaged. They were 
married on April 3, 2020, at The 

Flagler College’s 
newly-reorganized Office 
of  Alumni Relations has 
a familiar face now that 
Whitney Shafer, ‘07, has 
returned once again to 
St. Augustine. Shafer, who 
had been working in New 
York City in hospital-
ity, not only had been a 
student at Flagler, but had 
also previously worked 
at the College as events 
coordinator in the Office 
of  College Relations. 

“I have lived in several cities and traveled quite a bit, but St. 
Augustine has always been home,” she said. “Living in NYC was an 
incredible experience, but even being a thousand miles away I was still 
very connected to the College. When I learned about this opportunity 
at Flagler, I knew it would be the perfect fit for me and am so thankful 
to be back on campus.”

Quickly following her arrival, the Office of  Alumni Relations grew 
and Shafer was promoted to director while the former director, Margo 
Thomas, ‘06, was promoted to Senior Director. The office has now 
become more interconnected with the Office of  Institutional Advance-
ment, allowing for more support of  Flagler alumni.

With the pandemic, it has been a challenge to connect with alumni 
like in the past. But Shafer said she was not deterred, partnering with 
other offices on campus to connect with alumni through more virtual 
settings and opportunities. 

One of  her initiatives has been Saints Share, a volunteer ambassa-
dor program, which serves as an outlet for alumni to share their stories, 
experiences and advice with fellow Saints. Within the first week of  
launching it, Saints Share had 273 graduates sign up to participate.

“I want to ensure every alum feels connected to the Flagler Family,” 
she said.

As an alumna herself, Shafer said she knows the level of  passion 
alumni have for Flagler, and wants to harness that in order to engage 
each alum, whether they're in St. Augustine or 3,000 miles away. 

“I want to highlight their accomplishments and make sure they 
know Flagler also has a passion for showing its pride in them and the 
wonderful things they're doing,” she said. 

Office of Alumni Relations Gets a 
Familiar Face in Shafer

TO N YA  C R E A M E R

A L U M N I  N O T E S

Becky Short, ‘15, and Sam 
Talley, ‘15, and the groom’s par-
ents, Bill Arbogast, ‘89 and Lee 
Ann Arbogast, ‘89. William and 
Elizabeth now live in Colorado, 
where William works as a behav-
ioral therapist and Elizabeth teaches 
sixth grade. 

Samantha Frank and her fiancé, 
Colin Spears, met in St. Augus-
tine six years ago. They got engaged 
on St. Augustine Beach in February 
and are currently planning a wed-
ding in St. Augustine. 

Ashley (Simksnich) Hernan-
dez welcomed a daughter in Sep-
tember of 2018. 

On March 14, 2020, Nicole Key-
ser and Justin Cousart, ‘13, got 
engaged at their favorite beach in St. 
Augustine! 

Alexandra Pribil is an Executive 
Council member at New York Life 
Insurance Company and has had 
the pleasure of adding unprecedent-
ed value to the lives of her clients 
by helping them plan for their chil-
dren’s college funding, retirement 
and emergency needs.  

Katherine (Albano) Terry and 
William Terry recently got 
married at the Cathedral in St. 
Augustine. The reception was at 
the Treasury. They currently live 
in Atlanta and will be moving to 
Birmingham.  
 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 6 
Donn Garby recently accepted a 
position in Housing and Residence 
Life at Texas Tech University and 
will be moving to Lubbock, Texas 
to work with the students there. 
 
Kelsey Gray graduated from 
University of South Florida with a 
Master’s in Library and Information 
Science in 2019. 

Chloe Medina graduated with 
a Master of Science in Global Stra-
tegic Communication from FIU in 
December 2019. 
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Treasury on the Plaza right down 
the road from campus! 

Wesley Wilcox and Emily 
Wright got engaged in Cape May, 
N.J. on June 27. Wesley recently 
accepted a new position with Pan-
dora and they will be moving to 
Washington, D.C. 

Emily Wright is graduating from 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
with a Master of Science in Ap-
plied Languages and Intercultural 
Studies with a focus in Spanish 
and Latin American Studies – a 
one-year intensive program. She 
began her career with Georgia 
Tech before becoming a student 
and alumna. She is moving to 
Washington, D.C. to seek a career 
in international relations or foreign 
service with the federal government 
or a non-profit organization. 
 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 7 
Sport Management grad Robert 
Dorfman recently joined the Front 
Office of Nashville Soccer Club as a 
Membership Services Representa-
tive building the season ticket base 
of the newest Major League soccer 
expansion club. 

Sarah Pierce and her husband 
eloped during the COVID-19 
pandemic!  

Kaleigh (Carroll) Stanley and 
husband, Jeff, welcomed a beautiful 

baby girl into the world on April 
17, 2020. 

Kayla Stephen earned her Juris 
Doctor degree from Quinnipiac 
University School of Law. She 
was the youngest person in her 
graduating class at the age of 23. 
Quinnipiac University published an 
article about Kayla’s work as a law 
student to exonerate the wrongly 
convicted. 

Cindy Walker has recently 
accepted a position as the Commu-
nications Specialist for the City of 
St. Augustine. She and her husband, 
George Walker, are celebrating 
their fifth wedding anniversary and 
are excited to announce that they 
will be welcoming children into 
their home through foster care. 
 
Branden Watson has finally 
found his stride as a paralegal in a 
private criminal defense law firm 
in Gainesville, Fla., after leaving 
Universal Studios Orlando as a Pre-
mium Services Leader. He is excited 
for this next chapter of his career 

Matthew Wiatt, ‘05, 
began his college career at 
Flagler as a Sport Manage-
ment major with intentions 
of  working for the NFL’s 
Jacksonville Jaguars. But one 
class into the major and he 
knew that sport manage-
ment wasn’t the career for 
him. 

Instead, his fresh-
man year he met students 
who shared his audio and 
technology passions, and 
eventually began hosting his 
own radio show, where he 

fell in love with communications. Later in journalism and writing classes, he 
learned to build a solid foundation in storytelling and use it to connect with 
an audience.

Those lessons and experiences launched him into a successful video pro-
duction career, and in 2019 to executive produce the documentary film, “Fly 
Like A Girl,” which landed a distribution deal after a round of  film festivals.  

“Fly Like A Girl” tells the story of  young girls and women who relent-
lessly pursue their passion in the male-dominated world of  aviation. From 
airplanes to space shuttles, it spotlights courageous women who are in charge 
of  their own destiny.  

“Fly Like A Girl” was selected for 12 film festivals across the country in 
2019 and won multiple awards and honors including Best Feature Docu-
mentary at the Hot Springs International Women's Film Festival. The film is 
now available on major streaming platforms such as Google Play Stores and 
Amazon Prime Video.

The idea stemmed from Wiatt’s wife, Katie McEntire Wiatt, who di-
rected the film through their film company, Indie Atlantic Films. Wiatt said it 
tapped into some of  his own interests from childhood. 

“The space shuttle was an amazing part of  my life growing up in the 80s 
and 90s," he said. "NASA astronauts are always my heroes, so when we got to 
do an interview at Kennedy Space Center in front of  the space shuttle, that 
was pretty amazing. Later on, we got to interview Nicole Scott, who was an 
astronaut engineer on one of  the space flights. It was amazing interviewing 
her and to hear her tell her story.”

Wiatt’s career in film began in college with an internship at a production 
house in Jacksonville, where he learned the necessity of  production principles.   

From freelance after graduation and a job in cable TV production, he 
later began working with his brother-in-law freelancing with production 
companies that came to Central Florida, gaining experience on national 
TV shows for ABC, PBS, Travel, Disney and other networks. From there he 
began to work with his family business in Lakeland, Florida, doing high-end 
event coverage and commercials. 

Wiatt now works with clients such as Publix Supermarkets, universities 
in Arkansas and non-profits. He is also documenting farmers and ranchers 
across the country for a project called “American Farmer.” 

“These are stories America doesn’t really know and it’s really cool to get 
to know these farmers on a personal level and show who they are, and what 
they are going through,” he said. 

Wiatt said the advice he would give today’s students is to go out and try 
different things.

“Give it a chance and figure out what works for you, and make that what 
you do for the rest of  your life,” he said. “Things change. You might start off 
in a career and pivot somewhere and that’s totally fine. It’s important to just 
do what you’re passionate about.”

Flagler College Alumnus’ Journey into 
the Production World

SYDNEY GORAK , '21

A L U M N I  N O T E S
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Liz Browning was accepted into 
grad school at Savannah College 
of Art and Design and is pursu-
ing an MFA in Luxury Fashion 
Management. 
 
Tyler Schroeder has been busy 
making and teaching art. Tyler 
learned how to teach while working at 
a local paint and sip studio called Cre-
ative Escapes. Tyler is also working 
on stylized watercolor illustrations of 
school campuses, doodles, and giclee 
reproductions that she hopes to sell 
on her Etsy page. 

Britain (Brown) Solari and Ma-
son Solari recently married. They 
met freshman year. 

and can’t wait to see where it’ll lead 
him in the next couple of years.  
 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 8          

Yasmeen Anis won teacher of 
the month for Hernando County 
School District.

In November 2019, Craig 
Derham, Eoin Hyland, Will 
Pennington, and Jesper Sved-
hem, ‘17, recently reunited after 
not seeing each other since April 
2018.The alumni, who currently 
reside in Ireland, England and 
Sweden, met up in Amsterdam for 
the reunion.  

Mary Kate McCrystal moved 
to Germany after graduation to 
pursue a career in graphic design. 
In November of 2019, Mary Kate 
married her husband surrounded by 
the family she made while at Flagler. 
She recently got a promotion at the 
design agency she works for and is 
now their Social Media Designer. 
She claims that she would not have 
gotten to where she is without the 
help of her Flagler Family, the guid-
ance of her professors (shout-out 
to Natalie Stephenson!) and the 
experiences she gained as a Flagler 
Saint. 

Madison Newton was promoted 
to Tax Staff Accountant with War-
ren Averette. This has allowed her 
growth in the company as well as 
the opportunity to relocate to Atlan-
ta, Georgia from Tampa, Fla. She is 
looking forward to her new position 
and exploring her new city. 

Marissa Pierangeli and Mike 
Shannon, ‘16, introduced a new 

“Future Saint” into the world! Baby 
Mason was born September 2019. 
  

Deborah (Contreras) Robin-
son and Cole Robinson, Flagler 
College sweethearts, moved to 
Minnesota and married on Aug. 
30, 2019. 
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MC Bell is currently working at 
PGA Tour on the entertainment 
side. It has been a very unique 
experience working at her first real 
job during the pandemic, especially 
in the sports industry. 
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WFCF 88.5 FM Flagler College Radio continued broadcasting through the 
COVID-19 pandemic with students and community volunteers in masks and 
practicing social distancing while on the air. 
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