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Dear Flagler Community,

One of  the first things you notice about Flagler College is the beauty of  
its main campus nestled among historic St. Augustine. It is easy to see why 
this place holds a special place in the hearts of  our alumni, 
donors and friends.   

From the outside, our campus is noted for its long and 
remarkable history, and is recognized as one of  the most 
unique campuses in the nation. From someone who has 
been here on campus for the last couple of  months, I have 
discovered that while the facilities are extraordinary, it 
is the people of  this wonderful College that I am most 
impressed by. You cannot miss their passion, or their 
willingness to share their expertise and knowledge 
of  making a difference on campus and within 
the community. The most exceptional thing is 
that they have continued to do this in the midst 
of  an ever-changing environment. 

Though the past year has presented a unique 
set of  challenges, I am pleased to share that the 
College is stronger than ever and continuing to 
thrive. Being consistently named by U.S. News 
and World Report as the fourth best college in 
the South allows us to continue to attract a 
diverse and well-qualified class. This fall, we 
welcomed over 2,300 students from more than 
40 states and 10 countries. Additionally, we 
were named number one for undergraduate 
teaching. This is a tremendous placement and 
speaks to what we already know about the 
strength of  our academics and experiential 
learning opportunities. One of  those is FlagSHIP, 
our core sophomore experience, that will launch 
next year with almost 30 high-impact, integrative 
learning opportunities.  

This past year, the College also saw national 
rankings for its athletic programs, including our 
women’s soccer ranking number one in the country 
and our men’s basketball appearing in the Final Four. 
It is sure to be exciting cheering them all on to another 
victorious year. 

There is much to be proud of  at Flagler College. I hope 
you share in the pride of  our remarkable achievements as 
you read this magazine. It is my privilege to serve you as 
president, and I hope to meet many of  you soon. 

Sincerely, 

 

President John Delaney
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COACH BARNET T SELECTED TO HALL OF FAME 

Flagler College was once again ranked fourth in U.S. 
News & World Report’s 2021 Best Colleges guide for the Best 
Regional Colleges in the South. Flagler was also featured as 
first for colleges in the South with a strong commitment to 

“Undergraduate Teaching,” as well as ninth on the “Best Value” 
list in the south regional colleges category and second for “Most 
Innovative Schools” among southern colleges. Additionally, 
Flagler was ranked in the “Top Performers on Social Mobility” 
category, placing 44th. 

“Our number one ranking on the Best in Undergraduate 
Teaching list, is a testament to the commitment of our faculty to 
a customized education for each of our students,” said Flagler 

College President John Delaney. “Flagler faculty are thought 
leaders in their field and pioneers in teaching; they won’t let 
students fail.” 

The rankings for Best Undergraduate Teaching focus on 
schools whose faculty and administrators are committed to 
teaching undergraduate students in a high-quality manner.  
The Best Value list recognizes schools for offering high-quality 
programs at an affordable cost. 

In August, Flagler College was also named one of the 
nation’s best institutions for undergraduate education in The 
Princeton Review’s “The Best 386 Colleges” guide. 
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FLAGLER AGAIN MAKES TOP 5 IN U.S.  NEWS’ 
BEST REGIONAL COLLEGES IN SOUTH 

THE IMAGE OF ENVIRONMENTAL  
HARM IN AMERICAN SOCIAL  
DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHY  
Dr. Chris Balaschak, Associate Professor of Visual Arts 

Balaschak explores new perspectives on the 
history of American social documentary 
photography, and how politically-engaged 

photography can serve as models for the representation of 
impending environmental injustices.  

CRIMINAL THEORY PROFILES: INSIDE THE 
MINDS OF THEORISTS OF CRIME AND 
DEVIANCE 
Dr. Joshua Behl, Assistant Professor and Director of 
Criminology & Dr. Leonard Steverson, Visiting Lecturer 
of Sociology

Behl and Steverson felt it was important 
that students not separate Criminology 

from its sociological roots. They wanted to help them better 
understand where the ideas they learn in class come from, 
so their new book explores the life and work of the theorists 
critical to the study of Criminology.  

WHY WE LOST THE SEX WARS: SEXUAL 
FREEDOM IN THE #METOO ERA 
Dr. Lorna Bracewell, Assistant Professor of  
Political Science 

When most of us think of the Sex Wars we 
think of Gloria Steinem, women protesting 
with signs that say, “I Am Woman Hear 
Me Roar,” and the people who wouldn’t in 

a million years identify as feminists. But Bracewell wanted 
everyone to know that there’s much more to the story, and 
dives deep into the complexities of this crucial period in 
history to show how it shaped feminism as we know it today. 

MAKING SENSE OF THE SACRED 
Dr. James Rowell, Associate Professor of Religion  

In his new book, Rowell discusses how our 
shared values as a global society can be 
found in the religions of the world, and 
examines in greater detail the universal 
message found in religious doctrines.
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Dr. Shelly Haser has been 
named the new chair of the Flagler 
Col lege Tal lahassee campus’ 
Department of Education. The 
Education program in Tallahassee 
has produced more than 900 

educators throughout the Northwest Florida region, and more 
than 60 teachers of the year.  

Haser has been in teacher education for more than 20 years. 
She most recently was a professor of education and coordinator of 
the Pre-K to grade 4 and special education programs at Robert 
Morris University in Pennsylvania. During her 10 years there, 
she led the Education Department for three years and was their 
assessment coordinator for three years.  

She said she was attracted to not only the position at Flagler, 

but also the people. “I thrive on working with undergraduate 
students who want to be teachers,” she said.  

During her tenure at Robert Morris, she worked on numerous 
curricula, grants and academic initiatives. Her work included co-
developing an interdisciplinary studies Bachelor of Arts degree 
for students interested in working with children, youth and young 
adults who did not want to pursue teacher certification.  

She has also been a professor of education and chair of  
the Education Department at Marymount University, as well  
as a Fulbright lecturer in 2002 at Comenius University in 
Bratislava, Slovakia.  

At Flagler, she said she wants to see more professional 
development school partnerships, international student teaching 
experiences or education service abroad opportunities and new 
teacher education program offerings. 

T H E  B R E E Z E W A Y

NEW CHAIR TO LEAD TALLAHASSEE  
CAMPUS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

Flagler College Head Baseball Coach Dave Barnett has 
been selected as one of seven individuals to be inducted to the 
American Baseball Coaches Association (ABCA) Hall of Fame.

"I am truly honored and humbled to be inducted," he 
said. "There are many coaches in this hall of fame who had a 
significant impact on my playing and coaching career."

Induction to the ABCA Hall of Fame is the highest honor 
bestowed by the organization. The ABCA was founded in 1945, 
and the Hall of Fame began in 1966. 

"We are all incredibly proud of Coach Barnett and happy for 
him to receive this well-deserved honor," said Flagler Athletics 
Director Jud Damon. "He is a great baseball coach and has 
poured his heart and soul into his work for a long time." 

The 2021 season marked Dave Barnett's 34th season as 
head coach at Flagler. The winningest coach in program history, 
Barnett's career coaching record stands at 982-791 (.554). 

Through the 2019 season, he ranked eighth in wins  
among active NCAA Div. II coaches and ranked 24th  
in all-time victories. 

Barnett, who was inducted into the Flagler Athletics Hall 
of Fame in 2016, also served as Flagler's Athletics Director 
from 1994-2009, playing an instrumental role in the school's 
transition to NCAA Div. II.  

During his 15 years as Athletics Director, Flagler added 
women's golf, women's soccer and fast-pitch softball to the 
athletics program. In addition, he oversaw the construction of 
the baseball stadium (2000), the softball stadium (2008), and 
significant renovations to the soccer field and Flagler Gym.  

As a member of the NAIA, Barnett's teams qualified for 
conference tournament and regional play 16 out of 20 seasons 
before transitioning to NCAA Div. II status in 2009.  

COACH BARNET T SELECTED TO HALL OF FAME 
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T H E  B R E E Z E W A Y

Robert F. Carberry, who was dean of Flagler College for 19 
years and taught political science for eight years, passed away on 
Aug. 13, 2021, one day after his 90th birthday.  

He arrived at Flagler in 1970 and assumed the role of dean 
of the College, which at the time, he liked to remind those who 
came later, did not have all classrooms air-conditioned. Flagler 
was only founded in 1968, and Carberry was instrumental  
in growing the young institution’s academic programs, facilities 
and faculty.   

He retired as dean emeritus in 1997, and returned to the 
faculty full-time as professor of political science at Flagler.  

“It would be difficult to exaggerate his impact and legacy, 
thereby the debt of gratitude we all owe to him,” said Art 
Vanden Houten, interim vice president of Academic Affairs. “He 
did the absolutely critical work of hiring the first generation of 
Flagler faculty through the 1970s and 80s. Those faculty with his 
leadership, mentoring, and role model, were deeply committed 
to the finest work done at Flagler.”  

Carberry leaves behind his loving wife of 50 years,  
Barbara, who also taught for years at Flagler, as well as children 
Christine Lusztig, Robert W. Carberry, Karen Hansen, and  
five grandchildren.  

After retirement from Flagler, both he and Barbara did 
volunteer work: delivering Meals on Wheels, as home visitors for 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society, and helping to feed the homeless 
with Dining with Dignity.  

In his 1997 commencement address, when he and Barbara 
retired from Flagler, he told graduating students: "Flagler 
College is a humane institution, a place where one can speak 
face to face with people, touch them intellectually, spiritually and 
physically, and be touched in return.  It is a place where good, 
serious conversations can take place with no hidden agenda, no 
attempt to sell you anything or manipulate you.  It is a place 
where trust comes easily.  There are opportunities for friendship, 
humor, sometimes expressions of grief, sorrow, frequently of joy, 
and even frustration and anger, but very little boredom.”   

"Real teaching and learning go on 
at all levels. The work I did as 
an administrator and teacher was 
good work: meaning ful, satisfying, 
exhausting, exhilarating, frustrating, 
and sometimes disappointing, but 
always challenging."

- Robert Carberry

REMEMBERING 
DEAN ROBERT 
CARBERRY

Flagler  loses  one of  i ts  most  
beloved,  and ear l iest  members 
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T H E  B R E E Z E W A Y

1. Sign at Valencia & Sevilla Streets 2. Hanke Hall Mosaic 3. Alumni House Garden 4. Pollard Well 5. Markland Mosaic 6. Flagler Field 7. Palm Garden

SELFIE SP OTS
P H OTO G R A P H Y  BY  Z AC H  T H O M A S ,   ' 0 0
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On-Campus
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Q& A  W I T H  D R .  G R EG O RY  M I L L E R
BY  B O B B I E  ST E WA RT  N O LO B O F F

As recently as 2008, Flagler College had no science majors or 
minors, and no General Education science requirement. The study 
of the subject was not a facet of the Flagler experience. But the col-
lege administration came to realize that the College would never 
strengthen its academic profile without a solid program in natural 
sciences. An Environmental Sciences minor was born, and then 
a General Education science requirement was added. Today, the 
Coastal Environmental Sciences major is the third most popular 
on campus. The latest development on the horizon is a proposal  
for a biology degree program and a planned science facility. 
Developing the proposal is Dr. Gregory Miller, the new James 
W. Babcock and B. Teri Ludwick-Babcock Endowed Professor of 
Biological Sciences. 

In this Q&A, Miller talked to us about the value of a biology 
degree in equipping students to address the state’s most pressing 
issues — healthcare of an aging population and climate change, 
the tailored academic experience that will be unlike any other and 
the moment he knew science was a fascinating subject to behold.

 

The proposed biology major aims to have, at full 
maturity, 400 students. This is a big change for 
the College, which has typically drawn students to 
non-science fields. Why is this change a good thing 
for Flagler?  

Broadly speaking, STEM (Science Technology Engineering 
and Math) students experience an undergraduate degree rich in 
problem solving, data analysis, math skills and technical com-
munication (both verbal and written). Because of this, nationally, 
STEM degrees tend to attract high school students with stronger 
backgrounds in math and science already. These students might 
major in biology, but they populate all of our Flagler classes from 
those in their minor to our general education offerings. The mis-
sion of Flagler College is to produce responsible and well-rounded 
future citizens. But, we have a responsibility to produce graduates 
that are competitive in today’s labor market also. STEM majors 
have an advantage here. The Bureau of Labor Statistics and the 
National Center for Education Statistics both claim that STEM 
fields are the fastest growing, most needed, and highest paying 
future careers. The U.S. Office of Science and Technology Policy 
says the United States faces a “critical shortfall of STEM profes-
sionals” in the next decade. Currently, they estimate that there 
are three million jobs in the U.S. related to STEM that are 
either unfilled or are being filled by the international 

BIOLOGY 
DEGREE PROGRAM

PROPOSAL FOR NEW
COLLEGE STUDYING

PHOTO BY ZACH THOMAS, '00
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community. Florida sits squarely in the middle of two 
major future issues where STEM expertise will be necessary – 
healthcare of an aging population and climate change. Flagler 
College will be producing graduates that, depending on their 
curricular choices, will be capable of helping us face both of 
those challenges. Those graduates will work in influential fields 
and raise Flagler’s future reputation for producing excellent 
scientists. Future students will hear more about our College and 
some will want to visit campus and see what all the fuss is about. 
Once the students get to our campus, whether or not they choose 
biology or coastal environmental science, some will decide on 
Flagler as a college destination. 

Why is biology such an important field for the 
College — and, by extension, the wider world? 

Students with an undergraduate degree in biology represent 
the largest portion of students entering the medical profession 
(medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, physician’s assistant programs) 
and those studying climate change and its effects on our planet. 
But biology graduates also often find careers in environmental 
law, the dozens of fields in biotechnology, science education, 
forensics, conservation, primary research positions, and  
through the U.S. government. Many additional students  
will consider Flagler College for their undergraduate  
education because of this degree. Those same students,  
upon their graduation, will be very sought after in an  
increasingly complex and integrated world.  

There’s obviously a practical component—that 
of job security—for students pursuing a degree 
in biology. What about you? How did you come to 
choose the fields of biology and chemistry? 

In the second grade, my grandmother sent me a book on 
astronomy. There were pictures of the Viking landers in the 
late 1970s. There will hills, clouds and rocks in the pictures…I 
thought, ‘This is nowhere on Earth.’ It was amazing. My first 
interest in science were the stars and planets. And when I was 
young, I had to take standardized tests — I did awful in subjects 
like English, but scored, like, 99 percent in math and science. 

I started college as an accounting major, 
but when I realized my interest in 
astronomy and biology, I decided 
to change my major. At my 
college, Northwestern State 
University of Louisiana, there was a 
NASA joint venture program that was 
funding STEM majors. I chose chemistry, 
and a biology major to go with it. My interest 
was in life on other planets, but I didn’t 
understand the first thing about life on this 
planet. That explains the equal amounts of 
coursework I did in biology and chemistry.

After attaining your Ph.D. in Chemistry  
from the University of Alabama in 2000, you 
joined Southern Oregon University. There, in  
addition to teaching, you helped create new  
science programs, served as pre-med advisor  
to students and helped design a remodel of the 
new science building. Why did you choose to  
come to Flagler?

When I interviewed for the job, I met with students for lunch one 
day. One thing I really noticed were the connections they talked 
about between faculty and students. That’s what I was looking 
for. It was also a great match—my background is in biochemis-
try, and Flagler was needing more experience in chemistry, as 
they’ve been offering hybrid courses in environmental chemistry 
and aquatic chemistry. We’re now talking about converting over 
to general chemistry with labs.

What does Flagler need to fully roll-out  
a biology degree program?

As the classes get populated with students, we will need a new 
building to accommodate both coastal environmental science 
and biology students, modernize our laboratories and to meet 
safety requirements. As examples, we don’t have enough fume 
hoods, safety shields, the proper air handling, or the correct lab 
bench materials to make a class like organic safe for students, 
staff and faculty.   If we were to offer organic chemistry soon, we 
would have to do it off-site. A new facility will not only support 
the science program, but it could also be a chance for the college 
to model environmentally-sound building practices — it could 
be LEED certified (a sustainability rating system that stands 
for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design). The new 
facility would be good for Flagler, and Flagler could be a guide 
for St. Augustine. 

The College’s Coastal Environmental Science 
(CES) program is popular: Since its launch in 2013, 
it has grown to be the third most popular major
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on campus, with 
approximately 170 
students declaring CES 
their major. How will 
the new biology major 
complement the existing 
CES program?  

       Our CES program already has a  
    strong biology component to it. We’ve 
          offered a minor in biology for years and       
   have multiple elective courses that fall in the 
traditional biological realm (genetics, microbiology, evolutionary 
biology, zoology, etc.) So, a biology major is a natural step for the 
College. CES students will have more choices of biology electives 
to better complement their chosen career path; more classes to 
further their understanding of the interplay of our environment 
and living systems. Likewise, CES classes offer our biology stu-
dents an entire array of applications for their biological knowledge. 
Lab equipment and instrumentation will have dual roles and the 
students will get to learn two or more different uses for the same 
instrument. In many ways, these two degrees offer two different 
ways of approaching and solving the same world problems. 
Just in the single year I have been employed at Flagler, I have had 
numerous students come up to me after class and ask questions 
about specific biological topics we touched on during the lecture. 
Over a dozen of these students have expressed a desire to have 
a new class offering that explores these topics in greater detail. I 
believe those students hint at an as-of-yet unseen reality: these two 
topics strengthen each other; they help explain and add meaning 
to each other. I think the faculty foresee many double majors and 
major/minor pairings between CES and biology. 

For students searching for colleges with biology 
programs, how will Flagler's stand out from others? 
What unique experience(s) can they expect to gain? 

Our goal for biology is to produce highly-trained scientists with 
amazing student outcomes ( job placement, graduate school 
acceptances and high levels of professional school matriculation). 
I’ll start with the fact that Florida is a great place to study living 
systems. Ocean, coastal and terrestrial ecosystems lead to a 
diversity of life that is unmatched almost anywhere in the United 
States. A key feature of our biology degree will be a requirement 
that our students do undergraduate research in their junior and/or 
senior years. This is true of many colleges and universities. What 
makes Flagler unique is that this undergraduate research will be 
done in small teams or one-on-one directly with our faculty. This 
is not true at many schools. This gives students the opportunity to 
learn science methods and techniques directly from faculty who 
specialize in these fields; there is no better way to learn science 
than by doing it. The students feel like an integral part of the 
program, get hands-on experience, and many will get published 
in scientific journals before or soon after they graduate. Existing 
Flagler science faculty already have established research projects 

in places like Belize, Bermuda and various Caribbean islands. On 
the right path, students will be “forced” to spend time in these 
locations as part of their education. What a fantastic experience. 
The biology curriculum designed for Flagler students is also very 
unique. The degree is going to be both flexible and rigorous. 
Flexible in that students get to choose a path through biology 
that best suits their career aspirations. The three possible degree 
paths include cell and molecular biology, organismal biology or 
conservational biology. Each degree path will have multiple course 
offerings to choose from. The degree is further flexible in allowing 
a student to choose the math classes that best suit their needs. 
While a student interested in eventually working in healthcare 
might choose to satisfy their math requirements with more calcu-
lus, another student interested in population biology might benefit 
from more statistics-type classes. A rigorous degree is one that is 
demanding and sets a high bar for its students. It is one that makes 
students excellent problem solvers and critical thinkers. When our 
alumni visit campus in the future, we want them to say that Flagler 
prepared them as well as or better than the schools their future 
classmates or coworkers attended. 

“These classes are all important to a true understanding of the biological 
world, introduce multiple styles of problem solving and make Flagler 
biology graduates stand out in a pool of similar applicants.”  

– Professor Gregory Miller 

The proposed biology degree at Flagler requires a 
significant amount of laboratory experience where  
the students will learn to use the equipment and  
instrumentation of science.   
The degree will likely require: 

• A year of general chemistry (almost universally 
common among biology degrees), one semester of 
organic chemistry (somewhat common), and one 
semester of biochemistry (uncommon).  

• A minimum of three semesters of mathematics 
(uncommon) and at least one semester of physics 
(fairly uncommon).  

• The biology degree at Flagler also will train students 
to communicate in the scientific style (both written 
and verbal). It is one of the few biology degrees that 
include a science communication class (very uncom-
mon) as well as the more traditional presentations 
associated with a student’s senior research project.

R E Q U I R E M E N T S
P R O G R A M

All-Female Team of Researchers Observe  
How Our Natural World is Adapting

SY D N E Y  G O R A K ,  ' 2 1
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Flagler College Associate Professor of Natural Sciences 
Barbara Blonder’s research with two Flagler students on 
changes in coastal Gopher Tortoise burrow characteristics 
was recently published in the journal ScienceDirect. 

The research investigated how the species is being  
impacted by both human and natural causes, especially  
following major hurricanes that have impacted Northeast 
Florida the past couple of years.  

The Gopher Tortoise is threatened throughout its range in 
the southeastern United States, and its upland habitats have 
been greatly reduced by habitat destruction and other causes. 
Blonder worked with Kyra Liedkte and Sloane Stephens, 
both students at the time and who had been chosen for their 
expertise and skills needed for the research.  

The team was interested in studying the animal’s coastal 
sand dune environments, where little is known about the 
species’ behavior and ecosystem role. Coastal natural areas in 
Florida have been reduced by human activity, and new threats 
like accelerated sea level rise and an increasing frequency of 
more powerful storms also pose a greater threat to the tortoise. 

But in addition to the critical research, the project also 
showcased an all-female team of researchers, which can be 
rare in the scientific community. 

“We worked really, really hard and we got a paper in a re-
ally good, high-quality international scientific journal as three 
women from a small college,” Blonder said. “That’s really not 
on the map for science. I’m really proud of that.” 

In the study, Blonder and the students found through 
pre- and post-storm surveys that while habitat was lost, their 
findings pointed to the “potential for resilience of these coastal 
dune Gopher Tortoise populations.” 

Yet, they wrote in the study, “as resilient as this population 
may be, it is running out of room due to sea level rise and 
habitat loss and fragmentation. Such implications for this and 
other species should be considered in conservation planning 
for coastal species of concern.”  

Liedtke said as climate change continues to occur, under-
standing how different species and the natural world continue 
to react is critical for finding solutions to how humans can 
better protect the Earth in the future.  

“Every aspect of an ecosystem holds an important part for a 
variety of habitats and ecosystems. Cities will continue to grow, 
forests will continue to be destroyed," she said. "But, with that 
in mind, how can we better implement areas and urbanized 
spaces to coexist with these animals as a whole?"  

The article can be accessed on ScienceDirect.com.  

All-Female Team of Researchers Observe  
How Our Natural World is Adapting

SY D N E Y  G O R A K ,  ' 2 1
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WHAT IS FlagSHIP? 

It stands for Flagler Sophomore High Impact 
Practice, an academic initiative for second-year  
students that is aimed at improving the student  
learning experience. 

But at its core, it’s about something even more 
powerful: preparing students for a diverse world, and 
even making a dif ference within it. 

Beginning in January of 2022, there will be 
approximately 30 FlagSHIP courses of fered to 
sophomore students, and in May, another dozen. 
Courses span various disciplines, but they each focus 
on four central learning outcomes: cultural identity, 
diversity, inequity and the synthesis and application  
of diverse points of view to real-life issues. The courses 

will also have a range of  dif ferent formats whether  
on-campus, integrating in some fashion with the 
community or even studying abroad/away. 

To take a deeper look at FlagSHIP, and how it will 
impact Flagler students, we talked to three professors 
who are launching courses as part of this unique 
academic experience. From working with the homeless 
to exploring the culture of Ghana, they will teach 
students to see dif ferences through a new lens.

Engaging
Across Differences

Stories by Bobbie Stewart Noloboff
PHOTOS BY ZACH THOMAS, '00

For more, visit www.f lagler.edu/f lagship
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To the tourist, or even the eternal optimist, St. Augustine is a postcard city,  
graced with sunny skies and sandy beaches. But that glossy veneer, according to  
Visiting Lecturer in Communication Sandi Gehring, does not always reveal the  
truth, or at least not the whole truth. There’s another side to St. Augustine’s story.

“That side is homelessness,” Gehring said. “Whenever we walk to St. George Street  
for a coffee, we pass any number of people, asking for money, and who have nowhere to  
call home.” In Gehring’s FlagSHIP course, titled “Unsheltered: Homeless and Voiceless  
in St. Augustine,” students will work with members of the homeless community through  
a local non-profit organization to create a speech called “Tell Them Who I Am.”  
As part of the project, students will recite the words and stories shared by  
homeless individuals — in effect, giving voice to an often-forgotten population. 

“I tell my students, ‘Before you walk by another homeless person  on the 
street, just remember that they could be someone’s father or brother or 
daughter and they have a story,” Gehring said. The course will 
combine experiential learning, analysis and storytelling to facilitate 
an understanding of homelessness. The idea for it was planted years 
ago, when the instructor—a former journalist and top marketing 
professional from Washington, D.C.—created a number of television 
programs focused on the topic. When she moved to St. Augustine 
with her family in 2017, she brought that same interest and passion 
to help to her new home.

“More than ever before, there is a lack of housing that low-income 
people can afford in St. Augustine,” she said. “Facing instability,
eviction and homelessness, the unsheltered poverty survivors are 
a local, national and global issue. Homelessness is one of the 
greatest and most visible social ills of our time. Misunderstanding,  
misperceptions and apathy only increase the challenge to tackle  
the problem.”

As part of the course, students will spend one evening 
sleeping safely outside (as part of the national Sleep Out 
America campaign), “in support of those who have no 
choice but to sleep outside or in cars.”

Social progress, Gehring believes, begins with greater 
understanding and empathy. “By giving an honest and 
compassionate voice to the individual stories of the  
homeless,” she said, “students will challenge their own 
attitudes and stereotypes about unsheltered poverty victims.”

Engaging
Stories by Bobbie Stewart Noloboff

PHOTOS BY ZACH THOMAS, '00
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The proclivity to help others is arguably one of the most redeeming qualities of the 
human condition. But that does not mean that “good” help comes without introspection.  
As part of Instructor Lisa Fiala’s FlagSHIP study abroad course, “Africa and Development: 
The Ghana Experience,” students will be taking a closer look at how non-governmental 
organizations engage in international development work. “Students will have the 
opportunity to meet with local NGO leaders to learn more about what they are doing on the 
ground,” Fiala said. “I want students to be able to learn more about their activities firsthand 
and develop their own opinions about development work there.” The course will begin with 
pre-departure work, where students will view films on Ghana and discuss key readings on 
cross-cultural engagement. Once they arrive in Accra, Ghana’s capital, students will learn 
the basics of the Twi language, and tour local sites. Over the following two weeks,  
they’ll visit several NGOs and listen to lectures on women, gender and  
development, technological innovation and education in Ghana. 

Students will also be visiting Cape Coast Castle, where many  
Ghanaians were imprisoned before being forced to leave their country  
as slaves. For all activities, students will be prompted to write reflections  
about and discuss their insights. “I am hoping that with all of the  
activities combined students, will take away a greater appreciation  
of not only this new culture, but of their own as well,” Fiala said.  

“I hope they will learn to understand others more and gain a  
deeper understanding of privilege and how it relates not only to  
development work, but to themselves as individuals.”

Fiala, the former director of Flagler’s International Center,  
has a special affinity for the country—she served there as a  
volunteer in the U.S. Peace Corps from 2003 to 2004. She has  
since worked extensively with international non-profit organizations. 

"While I lived in Ghana, I am not Ghanaian, so it is important to  
me to have students listen and engage with as many locals as possible  
and let their voices take center stage in our experience. This  
program has really been built with that in mind so students  
hear the voices of local communities."

The FlagSHIP course will culminate in students delivering  
final presentations, in which they will analyze a development  
issue in Ghana and its trends, and will share their reflections  
with the class. “Students will experience a culture  
very different from their own while thinking  
critically about development issues and learning  
more about the needs and desires of local people,”  
Fiala said. In addition to the Ghana FlagSHIP  
course, Fiala will be teaching another in May of  
2022 to Bulgaria—where she served in the Peace  
Corps from 2001 to 2003. 

Weeks in2GHANA
Investigating Inequities
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When people are asked to envision a mathematician, the figure imagined is  
overwhelmingly male. The same goes for perceived competence in math and science  

fields. A gender gap and stereotypes have been documented since the mid-1970s, when two 
researchers (Elizabeth Fennema and Julia Sherman) at the University of Wisconsin  

constructed a set of scales to measure attitudes towards mathematics. Since then, the  
statistical instrument has been modified to reflect changing times and cultural differences,  

but the results have continued to resonate a consistent theme: people still believe men  
dominate math and science domains. One FlagSHIP course aims to confront this inequity—  

“Biases in Mathematics, with a focus on Women,” taught by Dr. Adebukola Adeyemi,  
associate professor of mathematics.

“For centuries, despite numerous obstacles and challenges, women have been making huge 
impacts in the world through the field of mathematics,” Adeyemi said. She pointed to several 

contemporary examples, including that of NASA’s “human computers,” a group of African-
American women responsible for the math and science calculations of space missions in the 

1950s. The story was largely unknown until the release of the film “Hidden Figures”  
in 2017, based on the book of the same name by Margot Lee Shetterly.

 As part of Adeyemi’s course, students will travel to Kennedy Space Center in  
Cape Canaveral to see firsthand achievements made by female  

mathematicians. The idea is to reconstruct a narrative of women’s  
role in math, while exploring more deeply students’ own  

perceptions and biases. 
“I’d like students to understand that power and privilege do exist  

and our biases shape how we perceive things, even in a mathematics  
classroom,” she said. But the course is not just a topic of interest for the  

math professor. Gender equality is an issue that has touched  
her personally. As a female, Nigerian-American mathematician,  

she has experienced the struggles of gender bias. “Can you believe  
that because of my non-English name and my doctor of philosophy  

degree, some individuals who are yet to meet or speak with me  
assume I am male?” she said. “In this day and age, such gender bias  

should not exist, but unfortunately it still does. My goal for  
offering this course is to shed some light on the issue, bring it to the  

awareness of the community and continue to dialogue.”
In addition to unveiling concepts of gender bias, Adeyemi— 
who is also co-director of the FlagSHIP Program—hopes to  

inspire colleagues to reimagine the cultivation of intercultural  
competence in STEM fields. “Although it might seem challenging,  

FlagSHIP courses in our fields are possible,” she said. “I want to  
encourage all my colleagues to continue to engage in the topics of  

citizenship, diversity and democracy because it appears in all 
spheres of life and in all disciplines.”   

in Mathematics
Investigating Inequities
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SPENCER HOOKER
DRIVEN TO MAKE A DIF FERENCE

Ask Spencer Hooker to name everything he’s worked on in 
his short time at Flagler College, and he has to take a long pause 
to really think about it.  

After only two years, he had already racked up a résumé 
many seniors would be envious of: president of the Student 
Government Association, working on community engagement 
through the Office of Diversity and Inclusion, college ambas-
sador with the Enrollment Office, volunteering with local St. 
Augustine non-profits, working with the national board of the 
Black Female Development Circle and its chapters, and the list 
goes on and on.   

“I think that’s all of it,” he finally says with a laugh.   
Later on in the interview the Maryland native remembers 

another one: the College’s Presidential Leadership Academy.  
But for Hooker, who is majoring in Strategic Communica-

tions and Hospitality & Tourism, it’s about more than building 
a resume, or even the fact that he feels like he just can’t say no 

when someone asks him to get involved.  
“After I came to college I thought I would try out some clubs,” 

he said. “So, I started out with Spirit Committee on Student 
Government and I joined the Black Student Association. The 
more I started getting involved, the more people just said, ‘Ask 
Spencer to do it.’” 

For him, he kept signing on to new projects because he saw 
it as a way to help people – to make a difference on the Flagler 
campus, as well as the surrounding community.  

In Student Government he is focused on trying to help sup-
port clubs, especially coming off a year of COVID that saw the 
campus with limited events, classroom experiences and social 
opportunities. He wants to rebuild and improve student involve-
ment as things get back to normal, and said he actually sees it 
as an opportunity to create more spirit and Flagler community.  

In the Diversity and Inclusion Office, he helped work on 
a mentorship program focused on helping guide and support  
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students of color when they first get to Flagler. It was something he said he struggled with 
coming to the College, and that he wants to try and make it easier for other students to 
adjust and find a sense of community here.  

“The Diversity and Inclusion Office works very hard to improve that for students, and 
we were trying to launch new programs,” he said.  

Through his work in that office, he also became more involved in the St. Augustine community with homeless 
service organization St. Francis House, We Feed St. Augustine, which helps provide food to families in need, and an 
after-school tutoring and mentoring program called RESET.  

Hooker said he has really connected with the idea behind RESET, which stands for Redirecting Engagement 
Strategies Empowering Teens. The organization targets at-risk youth and teens “who would benefit from training 
and mentorship towards the development of life and career skills.”  

 The program focuses on providing opportunities above and beyond what the public-school system is currently 
able to provide by focusing on a combination of both academic and career readiness skill development. He has 
become a mentor for local students, working with them on everything from schoolwork to future goals, and acts as a 
bridge to bring other college students to the organization.  

He said the community work has been a highly rewarding experience, and one where he can see a tangible 
difference.  

“At least now there’s an alternative so their parents don’t have to worry about picking up their kids and know 
they’re going to be in a safe program,” he said. “Or families not being able to buy groceries and being able to show 
up at We Feed St. Augustine to get meals.” 

All of it has sparked an interest to maybe go into a career working with non-profits, possibly in the field of health 
communications after seeing so much need during the pandemic.   

But he admits it’s a challenge to balance all of the volunteering, the duties of SGA and 
the demands of school and a job. Hooker jokes that he lives inside his color-coded planner, 
which lays out all of his responsibilities, meetings and tasks each day. Still, he says it’s all 
worth it.  

“It’s an intrinsic value kind of thing,” he said. “I get self-fulfillment from it. No matter 
how long or grueling a day it was, at the end of it I feel like we accomplished something.”

But he’s also learning he can’t do it all, and that his role needs to evolve into the kind 
of leader who looks to find and then train more students to step-up and play bigger roles. 
That’s how he sees making 

an even bigger impact –  
by not just trying to do it  
all, but empowering and 

motivating others to also 
make a difference. 

He says it’s a lot of pressure and often challenging work – even  
overwhelming. But Hooker said he isn’t someone who finds things 
too daunting, or lets hurdles get in his way.  

“Nothing seems too impossible,” he said. “Everything just takes a 
lot more brain power and communication, but there’s no obstacle too 
big that can’t be handled after an hour of talking it out and trying to 
figure out the best course of action.”  

Part of the drive comes from having his eyes opened to all the 
need around him, whether it’s at the College or in the community.  

“It’s very rewarding seeing a problem finally get fixed, and to help 
impact that in some way,” he said. “I’m too far in now because I 
know these issues are happening. It’s kind of a motivator. I’ll go out 
and do the best I can for the day, come back home and know that at 
least I tried my best.”

SPENCER HOOKER
DRIVEN TO MAKE A DIF FERENCE

B R I A N  T H O M P S O N ,  ' 9 5
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LEADING THE WAY
As a woman making her way in male-dominated careers, 

Jennifer Michaux, ‘08, has accumulated a long list of “first  
female” accomplishments. In March 2021, however, she 
snagged a big one when she was appointed chief of police for 
the city of St. Augustine. 

She was the first female to assume that role since it was 
established in the 1880s.  

“It’s exciting … nerve-racking,” Michaux said. “As a woman, 
we put so much stress on ourselves because we always want to 
do good. We never want to let anybody down.”  

In her 25 years with the Police Department, Michaux has 
had a variety of jobs including patrol sergeant, internal affairs 
sergeant, training sergeant, traffic homicide investigator, motor 
office, defensive tactics instructor and field training instructor.  

Always looking for the next challenge, though, her aspira-
tions eventually led her to the upper command staff in the 
St. Augustine Police Department. Since a four-year degree is 
required for those roles, Michaux turned to Flagler College  
for her education and graduated in 2008 with a degree in 
Public Administration.  

“Besides the availability of the Public Administration 
program, Flagler College being right here in my hometown was 
a great opportunity for me,” she said.  

Led by Director Joel Bolante, the Public Administration 
program helps prepare students for leadership roles in public, 

private and not-for-profit fields. The Bachelor of Science 
degree, which includes courses in management, finance, human 
resources, ethics, public policy and grant writing, is designed for 
working professionals with night and weekend classes, as well as 
online and hybrid instruction models.  

“It’s very rare that you find a public administration degree 
at the undergraduate level,” Bolante said. “I think that’s what 
makes our program unique.”  

Of course, the entirety of Michaux’s experience and 
training led her to the top leadership role in the St. Augustine 
Police Department. Training in the U.S. Navy, on-the-job 
training at the St. Augustine Police Department and mentoring 
from respected superiors all contributed, but Michaux says she 

“continually uses” some knowledge gained in the program.  
Michaux is now one of three Public Administration alumni 

who have recently taken the helm of local law enforcement 
agencies. In November 2020, Robert A. Hardwick was elected 
sheriff of St. Johns County after serving for 11 years as chief of 
police for the St. Augustine Beach Police Department. To take 
his place, another Public Administration program graduate, 
Daniel Carswell, was appointed in April 2021.  

“It’s a wonderful feeling,” Bolante says. “I know all three 
of them very well, and they are all very bright people. It just 
makes me proud to see them succeed.” 

F L AG L E R  A LU M N A  B EC O M E S  F I R ST  F E M A L E  P O L I C E  C H I E F  F O R  ST.  AU G U ST I N E   |   L AU R A  H A M P TO N
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Robert Hardwick, ‘08  |  Sheriff, St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office 

Sheriff Robert Hardwick has had a long career in public service. A 25-year military veteran, 
Hardwick served in the U.S. Army and the Florida Army National Guard before retiring in 2018.  

In addition to military service, Hardwick’s 26-plus year law enforcement career has encompassed 
four counties on the First Coast – Flagler, Putnam, St. Johns and Volusia – and has included stints as 
Assistant Chief Investigator with the Office of the State Attorney 7th Judicial Circuit and as chief of 
police for the St. Augustine Beach Police Department.  

In November 2020, Hardwick was elected sheriff, the top law enforcement post at the St. Johns 
County Sheriff’s Office. A 2008 graduate of Flagler College, Hardwick says the leadership  

experience he gained while earning a Bachelor of Science in Public Administration “put an exclamation point on my resume.” 
 
Q.  What raw talents do you need to be successful in law enforcement?  
A. Communication skills and community involvement. You’ve got to be able to talk to anybody – every race, creed, color, religion, 
sexual orientation. 
 
Q. How do you like the job of sheriff so far? 
A. It has been unreal … more than I ever could have imagined. I’m surrounded by some amazing people that truly represent this pro-
fession, and I’m serving an amazing community that really stands behind our law enforcement. It’s been humbling, truly humbling. 
   
Q. What is the best part of your job?  
A. The people. Not just people in my agency. It is people we get a chance to serve. I’ve met so many amazing people in this profession 
– whether they’re serving our country or serving our community or serving their families.

Daniel Carswell, ‘15  |  Chief of Police, City of St. Augustine Beach 

Though Daniel Carswell aspired to serve in the U.S. military like his father before him, being on 
a ship for six months out of the year just wasn’t him. Instead, he spent his early 20s as a search-and-
rescue lifeguard in Jacksonville Beach.  

When it was time to choose a career, he decided to go the law enforcement route. He entered the 
police academy in 2004 in Jacksonville, and shortly thereafter, joined the St. Augustine Beach Police 
Department. Since then, Carswell has been promoted through the ranks, first as sergeant in 2012, 
then as lieutenant in 2017.  

After serving in the St. Augustine Beach Police Department for more than 14 years, Carswell was 
appointed chief of police in November 2020. He is a 2015 graduate of the Flagler College Public Administration program.   
 
Q. Why did you choose law enforcement?   
A. I couldn’t imagine doing anything else. Being a police officer, it’s something completely different every day. Solving a different 
problem or finding a way to help somebody in a different way or undertaking a different challenge every day, I absolutely love that.  
 
Q. What raw talents do you need to be successful in law enforcement?  
A. Dedication to yourself, to your community … and you have got to be dedicated to the job. It’s not an easy job. You’ve really got to 
want to do it, and you’ve got to love it. You also have to have integrity and loyalty because this job will test you. If you’re not an honest 
person, it’s going to come to light one way or the other.  

ALUMS HARDWICK AND CARSWELL BRING 
FLAGLER FACES TO LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
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In 1964, when the doors of historically white churches in St. 
Augustine remained closed to African Americans, the entry to 
132 Oviedo Street — then the Church of Christ — ushered in a 
new era of worship. For the first time in the city’s history, white 
and Black congregants prayed together, beneath the same roof, 
shoulder to shoulder. 

James Cook, a civil rights lawyer and former resident of St. 
Augustine who lived across the street from the church at that 
time, witnessed the historic moment. 

“I remember sitting on my porch at 137 Oviedo Street on 
a Sunday morning when the church was letting out and I saw 
two or three (as I recall) African-American visitors emerge from 
the church walking among the other church members with no 
particular drama,” he said. “It appeared to me that the visitors 
were welcome to be there and intermingled with the crowd.” 

Nearly six decades later and after serving as home to various 
religious denominations, the Oviedo site will assume a new 
identity next year apropos of its legacy: the Joseph G. and Susan 
Joyner Interfaith Center. Students of all faiths will have an 
opportunity to nurture both the inner, quiet growth that emerges 
from contemplation and the shared enlightenment that springs 
from robust dialogues and events focused on religious diversity. 
Joyner, who retired this year as Flagler's fourth president, is 
elated that there will be a dedicated space on campus that 
promotes spirituality and symbolizes unity over division.  

“These days people want to label you and put you in a box, 
and that just creates more divisiveness,” he said. “There is a 

way to have respect and dignity for all people. In many ways 
churches can be very segregated places, but my (life) experiences 
helped me to realize the commonality of our faith. Flagler did 
not have a place on-campus to reflect on these issues. A new 
interfaith center will be special for students.” 

As of August, generous donors committed nearly $500,000 
towards renovating the Oviedo site. Rick Groux, chairman  
of the College’s Board of Trustees, helped promote the 
fundraising campaign. 

“For my wife, Leigh Ann, my daughter Margaret and I, we 
really believed that supporting the Interfaith Center was a 
perfect way to honor Joe and Susan Joyner for their service to 
Flagler College,” he said. “Most folks that have the opportunity 
to interact with Joe and Susan will soon recognize that their 
positive interaction with people is based on their strong faith. 
The opportunity to help refurbish the current facility into an 
Interfaith Center also is a statement for the importance of the 
spiritual side of our humanity, and the importance to nurture 
that on campus for all.” 

The Interfaith Center is the product of years of planning 
by various campus stakeholders: Dr. Timothy Johnson, Craig 
and Audrey Thorn Distinguished Professor of Religion, was 
instrumental in laying the foundation and demonstrating the 
value of spiritual development on Flagler’s campus. Dr. Sandra 
Miles, former vice president of Student Affairs, outlined ways 
the Interfaith Center could support the programming needs of 
a diverse student population. The center was also included in 

INTERFAITH CENTER TO CELEBRATE RELIGIOUS 
DIVERSITY, SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
B O B B I E  ST E WA RT  N O LO B O F F
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the College’s Strategic Plan 2025 as a priority for cultivating a 
vibrant campus community. 

The center will be managed jointly by the College’s Offices 
of Academic Affairs and Diversity and Inclusion.  

Kelly Toaston, who was recently named Flagler’s chief 
diversity off icer, said the center will play a pivotal role in 
highlighting the importance of reflection in the student’s journey 

— an approach that underscores the College’s commitment to 
nourishing student development holistically. 

“The center will be a place where quiet reflection becomes 
part of a cultural dynamic to help our students transition 
through the academic phases of their lives and into their next 
stages,” she said.  

Equally important to student growth is active, productive 
engagement across lines of difference. Dr. Art Vanden Houten, 
Interim Vice President of Academic Affairs, hopes the new 
center will be a place that cultivates mutual respect and 
discovery amidst diversity.  

“In my view, campuses should always be about great 

conversation, and those conversations can evolve honest, spirited 
disagreement, and that’s not a threatening thing,” he said. “It’s 
a valuable thing that can ideally transcend the vitriol, but at the 
same time be a place for learning and engagement from people 
of different points of view and perspectives.” 

The renovated space will include a large gathering sanctuary, 
stage, two classrooms and offices. It will serve as a resource 
repository on many faith expressions and will provide a space 
to host a weekly Bible Study and celebrate events like Ash 
Wednesday, the Feast of Passover, Kwanzaa, Eid al Fitr, Baháʼí, 
Gospel Explosion, Altar Workshops and the Lunar New Year. 
Faith-based student organizations will also call it home.  

The renovation of the Interfaith Center will be made 
possible through the support of generous donors.  For more 
information on getting involved with the College's ongoing 
fundraising campaign for this project, please contact the Office 
of Institutional Advancement at 904-819-6437, giving@flagler.
edu, or make a gift today at www.flagler.edu/support. 

I N S T I T U T I O N A L  A D V A N C E M E N T

DELLA ROSENBERG LEGACY CONTINUES TO GROW

Lifelong educator Della Rosenberg, who passed away in  
2017 at the age of 100, believed in the power of teaching. She 
devoted her life to the profession since 1940 and was named 
Teacher of the Century at Bradford High School’s 100th 
anniversary celebration.  

Now, her legacy lives on at Flagler College, where the  
Della Rosenberg Family Foundation has recently increased 
its annual giving substantially to support more students in 
achieving their education. 

“My gratitude cannot be expressed through words but 
through my teaching,” scholarship recipient Tarra Crutcher 
said. “I want to take my knowledge from the experiences 
Flagler College is giving me and put them into my future 
career and job of educating the next generation.” 

Crutcher is majoring in Elementary Education of the 
Hearing Impaired and plans to graduate in 2023 with a 
degree in Deaf Education. 

The scholarship supports students majoring in education, 

history or English. A priority is given to students from 
Bradford County, Florida, and then to students from 
Northeast Florida. The scholarship awards generally cover 
the full amount of unmet financial need for students attending 
Flagler College. 

Flagler Alumni Board Member Jeffrey Tidwell became 
friends with Rosenberg in 2009 and helped facilitate her gift 
to the College through her foundation. 

“If you were sitting with her now, you would feel that she 
had a strong spirit and was opinionated,” he recalled fondly, 
adding that she felt a desire to care for those who lacked 
resources to succeed compassionately.  

 Since 2017, the Della Rosenberg Family Foundation 
has supported 16 Flagler College students. With the recent 
increase in their giving, the Della Rosenberg Family 
Foundation will fund even more students for years to come, 
ultimately benefiting communities across Florida with Flagler 
College’s future teachers.  

“Words cannot even describe how thankful or explain how much this 
(scholarship) means to me. My gratitude cannot be expressed through 
words, however it will be expressed through my teaching. I want to take 
my knowledge from the experiences Flagler College is giving me and 
put them into my future career and job of educating the next generation.” 

Tarra Crutcher 
Rosenberg Scholar and Elementary Education of the Hearing Impaired Major

B O B B I E  ST E WA RT  N O LO B O F F
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When Owen McCaul, ‘85, was named chair of  the Board of  
Trustees at the Florida School for the Deaf  and the Blind, he not 
only continued his role as an active leader for the blind and  
visually-impaired. For the St. Augustine public school for Pre-K 
through high school students, he also was the first blind or  
visually-impaired person to serve as board chair and the first  
FSDB alumnus (class of  1982). 

McCaul was first appointed a trustee at the school in 2006 by 
Gov. Jeb Bush, and then served as vice-chair for nine years prior to 
his current position. He has also served on the City of  Tallahassee’s 
Transit Advisory Council, committed to improving city bus access, 
and is currently a member of  the board of  directors at the Light-
house of  the Big Bend, which provides services to individuals with 
vision loss in the northwest part of  Florida.  

It’s all in addition to his regular work as an assistant state  
attorney in Leon County since 1989. McCaul is general counsel for 
State Attorney Jack Campbell of  the 2nd Judicial Circuit of  Florida 
(Leon, Gadsden, Jefferson, Liberty, Wakulla and Franklin Counties). 
He represents the state in Leon County Felony Drug Court, Baker 
Act hearings and in many extradition matters. He also represents the 
State Attorney’s office on Leon County's Criminal Justice Coordinat-
ing Committee and the Public Safety Coordinating Council. 

McCaul studied at Flagler from 1982 to 1985, graduating in just 
three years with a bachelor’s degree in Psychology.  

Prior to his college career, he was often picked on for the thick 
glasses he wore due to his extreme nearsightedness, otherwise 
referred to as high myopia, which makes it difficult to see anything 
more than a few feet away from the face. So, he begged his parents 
to let him transfer to the Florida School for the Deaf  and the Blind, 
a decision he believes set him on the right path.  

“There is no question in my mind that FSDB was the right 
choice,” he said. “It served as the foundation for my success in 

college and career as an attorney.” There he met former Board of  
Trustees member and President of  Flagler College, William L. Proc-
tor, who recognized his promise early on. 

“I was delighted when he was appointed to the FSDB Board of  
Trustees and extremely pleased to learn of  his election as board chair 
in 2019,” Proctor said. “We at Flagler College take considerable 
pride in Owen McCaul’s many accomplishments. As a former chair 
of  the FSDB Board of  Trustees myself, I am honored that we share 
a common legacy.” McCaul largely credits Proctor for encouraging 
him to pursue his bachelor’s degree at Flagler.  

“When I told Dr. Proctor that my blue-collar family simply 
couldn’t afford the tuition for a private college like Flagler, he as-
sured me that grants and scholarships were available to well-qualified 
applicants,” he said.  

McCaul was highly successful at Flagler, immersing himself  
in everything the College had to offer. He became enamored with 
lectures outside of  his field of  study, attended any play, concert or 
reading he could, volunteered with the Special Olympics, and even 
took Tang Soo Do (karate) classes from Proctor. 

His path led him towards a career in law rather than  
psychology, but he feels that his experiences at Flagler led him  
to where he is today. 

“While I wound up going into law, my time at Flagler provided 
experiences which proved to be invaluable later in life. I am espe-
cially thankful for Dr. Proctor, Mrs. Dillon, and the late Professor 
Doug Taylor and Dean Robert Carberry for encouraging me to 
consider law school.” 

Trisha, McCaul’s oldest daughter, followed in her father’s legacy, 
attending Flagler and studying Coastal Environmental Science. 

“We have a great picture of  her, grinning in the college dining 
room, after her campus tour. Her mom and I joke that we knew at 
that moment she would choose to go to Flagler," he said. "It has 
proven to be a wonderful choice for her, as well. I knew from my 
experience at the college that Flagler would give her an opportunity 
for personal growth.” Following in his footsteps, his children Ian, 17, 
and Trisha, 20, have done their part to support FSDB as volunteers 
at alumni events. 

McCaul’s years of  dedication to the blind and vision-impaired 
was recognized last year when he was selected by the American 
Foundation for the Blind as one of  16 mentors across the country to 
be paired with a young blind or visually-impaired person just enter-
ing a leadership position. He hopes to positively impact young people, 
especially those interested in pursuing law. He says to them, “It will 
be harder than you think it will be. But buckle down, do the work. 
You will have to work harder than others. Get used to it.” 

It’s all part of  his passion and commitment, and one that is 
incredibly strong for FSDB. “I will always be a staunch supporter 
of  the school’s mission to enable students to do more, be more and 
achieve more,” he said.  

Owen McCaul, a Champion for  
the Blind and Visually-Impaired 

L AU R E N  P I S KOT H Y,  ‘ 2 0

A L U M N I  N O T E S
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A L U M N I  N O T E S

C L A S S  O F  1 9 7 3
Schelia M. Colee passed away 
peacefully on Feb. 16, 2021. She 
was in the first graduating class of 
Flagler College where she obtained 
her degree in English & Education. 
She will be greatly missed by her 
Flagler family.

C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 0

While so many were disappointed 
that Alumni Weekend had to be 
postponed again, many grads like 
Andrew McRae made the best of 
it by ordering the Alumni Weekend 
Party in a Box kit. In fact, Henry 
himself even got into the spirit 
(safely masked, of course) overseeing 
the infamous Tiki Bar at Casa 
McRae during Alumni Weekend. 
Andrew is looking forward to next 
year when we can gather all the 

“Godaffyites” at Pierpoint South on 
the beach. Meanwhile, the Boston 
Chapter (founded in December 
1988) planned an informal 
gathering this summer. 

C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 5 

Joan Noeldechen was presented 
with the Albert Nelson Marquis 
Lifetime Achievement Award by 
Marquis Who’s Who. In May, Joan 
was spotlighted as a prolific poet by 
Close Up Radio. Her new poetry 
book, “Fragments,” can be found 
on Amazon and Lulu. 

C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 6
Arlene Finkle-Cuerdo was 
recently promoted to Clinical 
Supervisor of the Adult Outpatient 
Schizophrenia Clinic at Johns 
Hopkins Bayview Community 
Psychiatry Program.

C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 7
Frank George is still prosecuting 
homicides in Orlando. He is also 
excited and proud to announce 

that his daughter, Emma, will be a 
Flagler freshman in the fall!

Shelli Rogers retired from Public 
Education as a Special Education 
Teacher/ESE Coordinator in June 
2019. She is happily enjoying her 
time camping in her RV and boat, 
golfing, fishing and catching up 
with friends.

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 1

Tammi (Singer) Fox recently 
completed her 12th year of virtual 
teaching as an advisor for an  
online school. Her daughter just 
graduated from Flagler and is  
now an alumna too!

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 2

Mary Chapman is living in 
Jacksonville and working in the 
insurance industry. She has two of 
her three great kids in college, and 
she has been busy traveling, playing 
tennis and staying active. She would 
enjoy catching up with Flagler 
alumni for new adventures! 

Laurie (Davidson) Reese 
has lived in Jacksonville since 
graduation (29 years), married for 
24 years, and has two amazing kids 
at Florida State University. She is 
celebrating her 22nd year of selling 
real estate at River Point Real 
Estate and enjoys working with 
other Flagler alumni. She is excited 

to see more and more Flagler license 
plates in Jacksonville. Go Saints!

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 4

Amanita Pleasant Bessette 
married Chris Bessette on Oct. 
10 in an intimate ceremony in 
Astoria Park in New York City. In 
attendance was Derek Hirons, ‘97, 
and joining via Zoom were Sheia 
Pleasant-Doine, ‘02, Melanie 
Green Tahan ‘94, and Billie Jo 
Dinardi Giles, ‘94. Amanita is 
an event producer from WNET, 
the nation’s flagship PBS station, 
and Chris is a scenic carpenter for 
Broadway theater and television.

Margaret (Lang) Sears 
graduated with a Master’s Degree 
in Curriculum and Instruction from 
McDaniel College. 

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 5

Stephanie (Palmeri) Woodbury 
was selected to be the Principal of  
a local elementary school in 
February 2021.

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 7
Ed Lombard recently joined 
Raymond James and Agility  
Wealth Management in Jacksonville, 
Florida, as a Managing Partner.  
Ed serves the Jacksonville 
community through service on the 
Rotary Club of West Jacksonville, 
the JT Townsend Foundation and 
Pine Castle.

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 8

The pandemic allowed Heather 
(Bray) Ivy the opportunity to 
open a brick-and-mortar art studio 
in June 2020. For three years, she 
had been running an art studio 
classroom out of her house. As 

summer approached, she had 
parents asking if she would offer 
summer camps, and there was 
no way she could do so out of her 
house during the pandemic. After 
searching, she found the perfect 
location that worked out so well for 
socially distanced art classes that 
she signed a year lease. For a year 
now, “The Art Room” in Green 
Cove Springs has thrived as a safe 
place for all ages to joyfully create 
during this uncertain time. 

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 9
Jennifer (Leggett) Goodrich 
was awarded Teacher of the Year 
for Bartram Trail High School in 
St. Johns County, Florida, for the 
2020-21 school year. She is one of 
many Flagler alumni to receive this 
special honor this year.

 Aisha (Wood) Jackson was 
recently promoted to University of 
Colorado Boulder’s first Assistant 
Vice Chancellor and Assistant Vice 
Provost for Academic and Learning 
Technologies. 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 0

Eva (Van Buren) Gibson’s 
second Young Adult novel, 
WHERE SECRETS LIE, a 
coming-of-age mystery set in  
small-town Kentucky, was 
published April 20, 2021, by Simon 
and Schuster Books for Young 
Readers. Her debut YA novel, 
TOGETHER WE CAUGHT 
FIRE, was published in 2020 and 
will be released in paperback in 
March 2021.

Ron Walters' debut sci-fi thriller, 
DEEP DIVE, will be published 
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Derik Boik's dreams of  making it big as a stand-up comedian began 
a unique professional journey that has now led him to a career in story 
producing for hit shows like the Netflix series, “Queer Eye,” and most 
recently “The Real Housewives of  New Jersey.” 

Boik graduated from Flagler College in 2004 as a Theatre Arts ma-
jor and started performing stand-up comedy throughout Florida before 
getting married in 2006 and moving to New York City that same year.    

Life in the big city was rough, Boik admits. “My daughter was born 
in 2008, and since comedy did not yet pay the bills, I had to support 
myself  and my family with a slew of  odd jobs.”  

He did everything from working as a personal assistant for a wealthy 
family on the Upper East Side to selling high-end purses in Midtown.  

“During a 10-year stint, I was a receptionist, carpet cleaner, purse 
salesman, restaurant host, personal assistant, temp agent, office clerk, 
gift wrapper, and a teacher/counselor at a group home for boys, all 
while juggling a family and my passion for comedy. So, it will surprise 
no one to learn that I got divorced in 2013,” Boik laughed. “And after 
almost 10 years of  only middling success doing stand-up, I was ready 
for a change.”  

That same year, he met his current wife (the couple married in 
2019), who worked for a television news network. It was she who sug-
gested he use his comedic talents as a writer for television. A thought 
that had never occurred to him before. Not long afterward, she helped 
him connect with a showrunner on a reality TV show, who offered Boik 
his first job in the business as a Production Assistant.   

“Not only was it a much lower wage than I was getting as a personal 
assistant, but I was also by far the oldest PA in the office. But I knew 
that nothing is beneath you when you're trying to get your foot in the 
door,” he said. “So I decided to work harder than anyone else. I arrived 
at the office earlier and left it later. And while the others wore hoodies 

every day, I wore button-down collared shirts, nice shoes and slacks. I 
wanted everyone to take me seriously. I also realized that I could fulfill 
my desire to be creative in this brand-new way. I didn't miss comedy at 
all. TV became my new passion.”  

This attitude and drive quickly led to Boik being promoted to As-
sociate Producer, then Story Producer, and Senior Story Producer on 
the latest season of  the hit Netflix series, “Queer Eye.” Most recently, he 
was a story producer for “The Real Housewives of  New Jersey.”  

Over the past eight years, he has produced many unscripted series 
for a wide array of  platforms such as Netflix, Bravo, CBS, OWN, TLC, 
and more. His credits, in addition to several seasons of  “Queer Eye,” 
include other popular shows such as “The Real Housewives of  New 
Jersey,” “Southern Charm,” “The Real Housewives of  Potomac,” and 

“Love Island: USA.”   
“If  I looked at my whole life, I was into theatre, performing  

stand-up, writing comedy. Plus, I worked all of  these random jobs,”  
he said. “When I got into TV, I was able to use everything I ever 
learned. Even working for a crazy rich family helped me deal with crazy  
production people.”  

Boik's story just goes to show that no one has one clear path to suc-
cess. Everything you live through will teach you some lesson you'll be 
able to use later down the road.   

And sometimes dreams change, and that's OK.

A Winding Career Leads Boik to  
Story Producing for Hit Shows

LAUREN PISKOTHY, ‘20

A L U M N I  N O T E S

by Angry Robot on January 11, 
2022 and his debut middle grade 
fantasy, CALIX AND THE FIRE 
DEMON, will be published by Owl 
Hollow in the fall of 2022.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 1
Ryan Sullivan has been named 
Director of Financial Planning 
at Edelman Financial Engines, 
Barron’s #1 Financial Planning 
Firm, from 2018-20. He lives 
in Ohio with his wife Chrissy 
(Frank) Sullivan, ‘02, and 
their two children. Chrissy is a 
Production Supervisor at Riddell, 
the world leader in football player 
protection. They look forward 
to seeing Lindsey Melissa 
Welch-Bragg, ‘01, and Melissa 
Dewhurst, ‘03, at next year’s 
Alumni Weekend. 

Michelle (Pruitt) Vijgen is the 
Managing Partner at Panache, a 
full-service Aveda store, salon,  
and spa in St. Augustine, FL. 
Panache is currently expanding  
to offer more space and services  
on St. Augustine Beach.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 2

Angela (Balas) Astrup and  
her husband Anthony live in Vero 
Beach, Florida, and have two 
amazing sons: Austin, 9, and Alex, 
4. Angela loves her job as an editor 
with the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration and stays 
busy volunteering at the 
boys’ school.

Becca Jackson and Todd 
Jackson ‘99 welcomed Lennox 
Kellam Glenn Jackson in 
September 2020. Lennox joins his 
brothers Coleman, 8, and Miles, 4.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 3

Erica Barnes co-authored the 
book, “The Bear Tree and Other 
Stories from Cazenovia’s History.” 
Erica is a teacher and historian 
in Okaloosa County, Florida, 
and a contributing writer for the 
Cazenovia Republican newspaper.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 4
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Luke Fox has been selected 
as the new Head Girls Soccer 
Coach at Pedro Menendez 
High School, where he is also 
teaching. Luke started an M.S. in 
Sports Administration through 
Southeastern Oklahoma  
State University.

Emily Klossner was selected 
as a finalist for Charlotte County 
Teacher of the Year.

Teri (Lightbody) Nelson married 
husband Ted in 2017 and has had 
many adventures with him and his 
daughters. They moved to Arizona 
as a family and bought their first 
home in 2020.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 5

Justin Dolan opened an 
independent branch of Charles 
Schwab in St. Augustine in 
December 2020. Justin lives in St. 
Augustine with his wife Liz Dolan, 
who serves on Flagler College’s 
Women of Vision Advisory Board, 
and their daughter Lorraine.

Dani (Gordon) Gwiazda and 
her husband, Michael, welcomed 
a son, Arlo Crew, on March 20, 
2021. Arlo is joined by siblings Lola, 
Milo, and Otto. Dani owns Island 
Prep Schools in St. Augustine and 
serves as a member of the Women 
of Vision Advisory Board at  
Flagler College.

 

Tim Page became a graduate of 
Leadership Jacksonville Class of 
2021. He is currently the Controller 
of RS&H, a national Architecture 
and Engineering firm. Wife  
Jennifer (Osborne) is in her second 
year as Director of their children’s 
Classical Conversations homeschool 
group, serving around 50 students.

Cassandra Schaffa started a new 
job in January 2021 as the People 
Manager at Mixlab, a start-up pet 
compounding pharmacy. Her dog 
Rhett and cats Charlie and Buster 
are super proud that their mama 
works hard to make all pets happy 
and healthy.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 6

Lindsay (Burke) Livingood and 
her husband Jonathan welcomed 
their third child, Holcomb Gene, 
on March 9, 2021. Holcomb joins 
siblings Burke, 4, and Macy, 2. 
Lindsay is currently working as a 
Certified Pediatric Sleep Consultant 
with Sleep Wise Consulting and is  
a lead teacher with St. Johns 
Virtual School.

April (Rosenblatt) Marcus 
and her husband Sam have two 
wonderful sons, Casey Dean 
Marcus and Cameron Grey Marcus, 
and live in Coconut Creek, Florida. 

 

After graduating with her BSW 
in Summer 2014, and her MSW 
in Spring 2017, Jessica Meith 
graduated with a M.Ed. from 
Florida Atlantic University in 
Spring 2021. She was able to 
participate in FAU’s first graduation 
ceremony since Fall 2019.

After retiring in 2019, Dan  
Meyers started a second career  
as a High School history teacher 
and baseball coach.

Brittany Oliver is a 2006 
graduate from Flagler College, 
where she studied Pre-Law and 
Business Administration. She 
was also a Lewis Wiley scholar. 
Recently, Brittany took over her 
father’s law practice after serving 
10 years as both a prosecutor and 
public defender. She’s now a solo 
practitioner at Oliver Law Office 
in Campton, Ky., where she resides 
with her 3-year-old son, Ren. 
Brittany currently practices mainly 
in the areas of bankruptcy law, 
criminal law and family law.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 7

TC Clements, an elected State 
Representative for the 56th 
District in Michigan, graduated 
from Flagler College’s Public 
Administration Program, earning 
honors as Summa Cum Laude 
in April of 2007. Having worked 
for the St. Augustine Police 
Department, TC ended his tenure 

in law enforcement as the Deputy 
Chief of Police for the Eliot Police 
Department in Maine. In addition 
to his law enforcement background, 
TC has been successful in multiple 
start-up ventures to include solar 
technology, real estate development 
and graphic arts and marketing. He 
has been married to his wife Jamie 
Clements, ‘07, for almost 18 
years, and they have three children. 
TC ran for state-wide office in 
2020 and won as the Republican 
candidate. He was named one of the 
12 legislators to watch in the 2021 
session by the Detroit Chamber  
of Commerce. 

Rose (Llera) Lopez completed 
her MFA in Creative Writing from 
Florida International University in 
December 2020. She is currently 
working full-time for a non-profit, 
Pay Our Interns, based out of 
Washington, D.C. She lives outside 
of D.C. with her two daughters (5 
and 2) and her husband.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 8

Krista (Purcell) Ahmad and her 
husband Justin have purchased and 
opened a vacation rental Airbnb  
in downtown St. Augustine  
where alumni, parents and  
visitors can stay. It is called  
Lemon Tree Cottage.

Eric Hires is excited to share that 
he’s opening Stone Climbing, St. 
Augustine’s first and only indoor 
climbing gym. The initial spark for 
the business was ignited in Paula 
Holanchock’s Entrepreneurship 
class his senior year at Flagler. 
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Krista McAra married Hannah 
MacKay at the Washington, D.C. 
courthouse in 2018.

In 2021, Adrian M. Willing 
and his wife Erica started a native 
plants micro-nursery out of their 
home in Northern Virginia, Bee 
American, Plant Native LLC. Born 
out of a passion for environmental 
conversation, sustainable 
landscaping, and preserving our 
ecological heritage, this new small 
business is a platform to conduct 
both for-profit and volunteer 
activities. In 2020, they focused 
on startup investments, gaining 
experience, and building an initial 
customer base. This effort also 
serves to educate their twin sons in 
a naturalist lifestyle with an interest 
in wildlife and things that grow for 
years to come.
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After graduation, Katie (Kelley) 
Bassett moved to Jacksonville, 
Florida, where she started 
Cosmetology School at The Aveda 
Institute. She was recruited to 
Tallahassee to work at an Aveda 
Salon in 2013, met her husband a 
few short years later, and became 
a mother to her daughter in 2018. 
After having her daughter, Katie 
opened her own hair boutique 
in Tallahassee in 2019, and 
moved with her family back to 
St. Augustine in 2021 to open 
KB Studios – Hair Salon in St. 
Augustine Beach. She said it was 
time to move back to her roots. 
 

 
After 10 years in higher education 
advancement services, Sabrina 
(Baksh) Kelbert recently joined 
the Flagler Health Care  
Foundation. As the Foundation 
Administrator, she provides 
operational leadership for 
philanthropy and donor relations.

Catherine Ivey (Jones) Kerr and 
husband Tyler welcomed their baby 
girl, Lillian Paige Kerr, on March  
17, 2021.
 

In February of 2020, Bryan 
Walter was named Operations 
Manager at the St. Augustine 
Center for Living (a Flagler alumni-
owned business), where he has been 
employed full-time since graduation. 
Bryan has been coaching boys 
high school basketball for 18 years 
and currently serves as Head 
Boys Varsity Coach at Palatka 
High School. During the last five 
years, the Palatka High School 
boys' varsity basketball team has 
consistently been one of the most 
successful teams in Northeast 
Florida, appearing in the Florida 
High School Athletic Association 
Final 4 in Lakeland twice, and one 
regional final appearance. 
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Kara Goldberg married Kyle 
Harris on April 3, 2021, in St. 
Petersburg, Florida. Elizabeth 
Pape Martucci, ‘12, Paige 

Denkin, ‘11, and Kristy Pike, 
‘12, were bridesmaids, and Chris 
Martucci, ‘11, and Corey 
Christian, ‘12, were also in 
attendance. Kara also started a 
new job in marketing with a local 
non-profit, The Jewish Federation 
of Florida’s Gulf Coast, after 
completing a year-long fellowship 
with them in 2018-19, a sponsored 
leadership trip to Israel, and sitting 
on their board since September  
of 2019.  

Kieran James Gordon was born 
on April 14, 2021, to Beau 
Gordon and Amanda English of 
St. Petersburg, Florida. Kieran 
was preceded by his brother, Torin 
Michael Gordon, 3.

Christa (Lamond) Parrish and 
her husband Edward welcomed 
their third daughter, Gracelyn Rose 
Parrish, on June 5, 2020.   

Carla (Valor) Petree welcomed 
her first child with fellow Flagler 
College alumni Michael Petree, 

‘11, in April 2021.

In 2020, Christine Rizzi was 
hired as Assistant Professor of 
History at Broward College in 
Davie, Florida.
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Janelle (Melgaard) Horner and 
her husband welcomed daughter 
Adeline Elizabeth on Nov. 16, 2020. 
They can’t wait to show her Flagler 
College when she’s older! 

Adrienne (Donelson) 
McCarrick, husband Patrick, and 
their three boys Finn, 5, Oliver, 2 ½, 
and William, 6 months, cheered on 
the Flagler Men’s Basketball team 
as they made it to the Final Four.

Bethany (Bruno) O’Brien 
married Dr. Charles O’Brien in 
October 2020. The couple was 
expecting their first child, a baby 
girl, in June 2021.

Shannon (Walter) Wilgis gave 
birth to her third child, Raelyn 
Wilgis, on May 17, 2021, at  
Flagler Hospital.
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On Jan. 25, 2020, Angela 
(Daidone) DiBenedetto married 
her husband Brad DiBenedetto in 
St. Augustine. In the bridal party 
was college roommate Hannah 
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Standiford, ‘12. In January 2021, 
Angela and Brad welcomed their 
firstborn son, Derek.

Courtney Reynolds is the newly 
appointed PEO STRI Project 
Coordinator SME for the JLCTCC 
program for the Army/Pentagon 
Initiative. She is currently based in 
Orlando at the NSA Orlando base. 

Steve Strait is a producer and 
cinematographer who has dedicated 
his career to telling stories through 
a unique lens. He is currently based 
in St. Augustine, where he lives with 
his partner Whitney Shafer, ‘07. 
Before moving to St. Augustine, 
Steve lived in NYC and worked 
for The Wall Street Journal as a 
video journalist. Throughout his 
career, he helped launch the WWE 
Network, worked on ESPN 30 for 
30 documentaries, and worked 
on shows like MTV True Life 
and Alaskan Bush People. Steve 
is currently the Multimedia Web 
Producer at UF Health.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 3

Kim (Jeziorski) Geiger and 
her husband were set to get 
married May 22, 2020. Despite 
the pandemic, they decided to get 
married with a Zoom ceremony. 
They celebrated one year of wedded 
bliss at the historic Fenway Hotel in 
Dunedin, Florida.
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Dr. Stephanie Garrison 
completed her Ph.D. in Sociology 
at the University of Aberdeen 
(Scotland). She previously earned 
her Master of Science degree in 

Environment, Heritage & Policy at 
the University of Stirling (Scotland) 
in 2016. Stephanie is currently a 
Research Fellow at the University  
of Aberdeen for an EU Horizon 
2020 funded project called  

“SPOT,” with a focus on media 
tourism in Scotland.

Corey Kernan and Rebecca 
(Felico) Kernan, owners of local 
business Auggie’s Draft Room, were 
married at the Lightner Museum 
on March 26, 2021. The two met 
at Flagler College in 2011 and have 
been together ever since. Several 
Flagler College alumni were in 
attendance including, groomsmen 
Nate Fudala, ‘12, and Colton 
Philips, ‘14, and bridesmaids 
Hannah Jacob, ‘13, Michelle 
Guthrie, ‘14, Morgan Pack, ‘14, 
and Emily Schulze, ‘14.

Rebecca Pantin and partner Paul 
Sinchuk recently bought their first 
house in Middleburg, FL.

Lindsey Umlandt started working 
at Catalent Pharma Solutions in 
June 2020 as research began to 
ramp up for COVID-19 vaccines. 
The global company has played a 
vital role in the manufacturing and 
packaging of Pfizer, AstraZeneca, 
Moderna and Johnson and Johnson 
vaccines. While it’s not precisely 
Coastal Environmental Science, 
like her undergrad degree, she is 
so proud of her Flagler College 
experience for giving her the 
confidence and kickstart in the lab 
to get to where she is now!
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Hannah (Porter) Quann and 
Matthew Quann, ‘16, tied the 

knot at the Key West courthouse  
on Feb. 1, 2021. Hannah and  
Matthew still reside in St.  
Augustine and own their own 
graphic design businesses there. 
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Catherine (Whippen) Alkhoury 
and John Alkhoury had their first 

child together. Their son, Jackson, 
was born on Feb. 26, 2021.
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Brianna Doonan recently  
got sworn in as a Public Safety 
Officer at the Daytona Beach 
Shores Department of Public  
Safety. At her new job, Brianna 
plans on getting tripled certified  
as a law enforcement officer, an 
EMT and a firefighter. Cheers to 
the next 30 years! 
 

It was Spring Break 2018, and while 
other college students were gearing up for 
a beach vacation, Courtney Boyle was off 
to Los Angeles for a study away trip with six Flagler classmates and  
professors Yvan Kelly and Allan Marcil. The objective was to learn 
more about the entertainment industry. But for Boyle, it would be the 
chance to see what would eventually be her future workplace: “The  
Ellen DeGeneres Show.”  

Boyle always wanted to work at “Ellen,” and over the years attended 
tapings of  the show. On her trip to L.A., she got an exclusive backstage 
tour, where she heard all about what it was like to work there. She is 
actually the second Flagler alumnus to be employed at "Ellen," as it is 
also home to Jamie Belz, ‘98, who began as an editor before working his 
way into larger roles.  

“It wasn’t until I went to L.A. my senior year at Flagler that it even 
crossed my mind that I could work somewhere like ‘Ellen,’” Boyle said.  
When she saw a job opening after graduating, she knew this was her 
chance to make that dream a reality and landed a position as a Rights 
and Clearance Assistant.  

“Her ‘be kind to one another’ message is definitely something that 
has inspired me for years and encouraged me to apply for the position,” 
she said. “I always walked away from the tapings thinking about how 
incredible it would be to have the opportunity to be involved (there).” 

Boyle didn’t land the job right after posing next to Ellen’s infamous 
white armchair with her peers. After graduating from Flagler in 2018 
with a degree in Strategic Communication, she made the move to L.A. 
to get her master’s in music industry administration from California 
State University in 2020 in the middle of  the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Finding a job during a global crisis was a struggle. 

So, when she saw the job opening, she jumped at it and went 
through numerous interviews before landing the position. Boyle said 
she learned a lot from the experience, and how perseverance and hard 
work can payoff. “I applied for over 200 jobs before I got this one,” she 
said. “You just have to stay persistent and not lose sight of  your goals. 
I got very lucky to have the best support system out there to keep me 
motivated when I felt like giving up.” 

Now, not only does she get to work on a show she idolizes, but she 
also gets to collaborate between the digital teams, producers and more. 
While the “Ellen” show is going to be ending in 2022, she is already 
thinking about what’s next and aspiring to one day become a talent 
booker for “Jimmy Kimmel Live” or some other show.  

Boyle Lands Dream 
Opportunity Working  
on ‘Ellen Show’
LAUREN PISKOTHY, ‘20
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Corryn Medecke currently works 
as an Environmental Specialist 
for St. Johns County Growth 
Management. Her degree in 
Coastal Environmental Science 
has been paramount in pursuing a 
new career she’s passionate about 
in a county she loves. She wants 
fellow alumni and students to know 
that sometimes after graduation, 
you may not always get the dream 
job right away. It’s OK to take 
an entry-level position and work 
your way up. Corryn waited tables 
for ten years before going back to 
school at Flagler and then worked 
for the utility department after 
graduation. She applied to over 
50 environmental jobs before an 
opportunity arose in her field. She 
said to never give up and never stop 
applying, interviewing, or making 
connections, as you never know 
what door will open.

Dillon Perez survived the 
pandemic by going to graduate 
school. Dillon graduated from 
Lehigh University’s accelerated 
MBA program, earning an  
MBA with a concentration  
in Business Analytics.

Samantha Sharp graduated 
from Boston College with her 
Master’s degree in English. She is 
excited to begin a doctoral program 
in Comparative Literature at 
Binghamton University in the fall. 
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Liz Browning produced 
her first short film through a 
project at Savannah College of 
Art and Design. The film is a 

documentary about wearing bras 
as a form of female empowerment. 
The documentary’s title is “A 
Bracumentary: Empowering 
Women through their Bras.”  
The film has been entered into  
a few film festivals, and you can 
watch it on Liz’s Instagram  
account: @thebrowningstyle. 

Lauren Kerness was recently 
admitted to the Academy of  
Jewish Religion of California and  
is becoming a rabbi. She will be  
the second Flagler alum to attend 
this seminary.  
 

After graduating from Flagler, 
Blake Stafford started a new life 
in Nashville. Blake is a social media 
specialist for a mortgage company 
and absolutely loves it! He has 
released, and written music under 
the artist name “STFFRD” during 
quarantine and is in the process 
of recording his second single. He 
expects to be hitting stages at the 
beginning of next year.

Annette Yospe was awarded 
Third Place Top Advocate in Elon 
Law’s Intramural Moot Court 
Competition for Spring 2021. The 
competition consisted of 74 law 
students, and competitors were 
scored on preparation, speaking 
ability, argument structure and 
responses to judges’ questions.
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Evan Driscoll has been promoted 
to property manager at Hakimian 
Holdings in Jacksonville, Florida.
 

For any kid who has played the game 
of  baseball, their dream is to make it to the 
Major Leagues and step into the batter’s box 
at Wrigley Field or Fenway Park.  

Former Flagler College player and pitch-
ing coach Chris Holt had that chance this 
spring with the Baltimore Orioles, but in a 
different capacity. In November 2020, he was 
named the pitching coach/director of  pitching 
for the storied franchise.  

“It’s going to be a dog-fight every night 
and it is going to take a special group to compete in that division,” said Holt back in 
January. “We have a very capable and solid group of  pitchers right now, and I am 
looking forward to building relationships with this staff, which can guide us towards 
a bright future.” 

Baltimore has always been known for its pitching in the past with the likes of  
Jim Palmer, Mike Cuellar, Scott McGregor, Tippy Martinez, Mike Mussina, and 
many more. “Chris was truly a student of  the game as a player and as a coach,” 
said Flagler College head baseball Coach Dave Barnett. “I am not surprised by his 
success as he communicates well with players and he is on top of  pitching technol-
ogy. He will be very effective in his role with the Orioles.” 

Holt has blended both old school and new school approaches to pitching in his 
previous stops. He brings with him a belief  in data and technology-driven develop-
ment practices. Those practices have made an impact on some of  the young arms 
in the Orioles organization, including many of  its top prospects. 

“The new approach to pitching is very much like when the Internet took off,” 
said Holt. “I grew with the technology. I knew what life was like before the Internet 
and I know what life is like as I’ve grown with it. It is the same way with the data 
and new technology.” 

The Portland, Maine, native has traveled a long and winding road to get to 
where he is today. He started the odyssey at Saint Joseph’s College in Standish, 
Maine before transferring to Flagler in 2001. After two season with the Saints, 
including earning honorable mention NAIA All-America and All-Florida Sun 
Conference honors, Holt was drafted by the Pittsburgh Pirates in the 22nd round of  
the MLB First-Year Player Draft in 2002.  

His first year in the Minors was with the Williamsport (Pa.) Crosscutters of  the 
New York-Penn League. He made the transition to coaching not too long after. In 
2004, he played and coached in Austria before coming back to his alma mater to 
serve as its pitching coach (2005-07) for Barnett. 

Barnett played a big role in Holt’s development as a pitcher and then as a 
pitching coach.  

“Dave Barnett’s coaching tree extends quite well, and includes Chris Roberts, 
Link Jarrett, and Dan Fitzgerald when I was there,” added Holt. Roberts and 
Jarrett both played at Florida State University and have coached collegiately as well 
as professionally, while Fitzgerald is currently a highly-regarded assistant coach at 
Dallas Baptist University. 

“Coach has been a gigantic piece of  everything that I have been able to do in 
my baseball career,” said Holt. “He stuck his neck out there and vouched for me 
with the pro scouts as a player and I had a chance to get drafted because he put my 
name out there. He has been a good person in my life and is really good mentor.”  

From 2008-12, Holt served as a pitching coach at Allen D. Nease High School 
and Ponte Vedra (Fla.) High School, as well as working at a couple of  baseball acad-
emies in Florida. “Those first coaching positions were probably some of  the most 
formative years of  my development,” he said. “It allowed me to focus on learning 
how to develop players and implement a system.”  

Holt went on to be a scout for the Orioles from 2012 to 2013 before joining the 
Houston Astros organization.  He had short stints as a pitching coach in the Minors 
with Short-Season Class A Tri-City (2014-15), Class A Quad Cities (2016), and 
Class A-Advanced Buies Creek (2017). In 2018, Holt served as the assistant pitching 
coordinator for the Astros.  

Holt returned to the organization that gave him his start as a scout in 2019 
as its Minor League pitching coordinator, and just this past season, got the dream 
promotion as director of  pitching. 

Former Flagler Pitcher and Coach 
Christopher Holt Now on Staff of Orioles

JOHN JORDAN  |   PHOTO CREDIT:  BALTIMORE ORIOLES
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Following her graduation from the 
Public Administration program, 
Hannah Evans became a certified 
Business Coach at the agency 
she works for, Design Extensions. 
To kick off her new career, she 
coordinated a local event, Business 
Builders Live, with Jay Owen that 
brought in entrepreneurs from 
around the country and introduced 
the agency’s new coaching services.
 

Cary Ellis Keener started a 
new job at College of Charleston 

Athletics, doing broadcast work for 
the Charleston Sports Network and 
assisting with other projects within 
the department.

Mara Mazar got a job at 
News4Jax (the company she  
always dreamed of working at) as  
a video editor, bought a house and 
got engaged!  

After being separated by quarantine, 
Brittany (Schell) Wolf and Jon 

Wolf married in a beautiful private 
ceremony. They bonded over their 
love of history and have decided 
to continue living in St. Augustine. 
Brittany is excited to continue 
working close by at Ancient City 
Baptist Church.
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After graduating from Flagler on 
May 3, 2021, Paige Adam will 
be attending St. Johns River State 
(St. Augustine campus) to attend 
the Law Enforcement Academy as 
the first step in her dreams of being 
an investigator. She could not have 
done this without the help of her 
Criminology professors at Flagler 
College for teaching her everything 
she knows.

 
Jennifer McLaughlin is a brand-
new alumna at the age of 47. It took 
her almost three decades to get  
her education degree – she did a  
lot of starting and stopping.  
Jennifer is so grateful to  
Flagler for helping her achieve  
her next new thing: teaching!

S H A R E  YO U R  N E W S 
Whether you were recently  
married, had a child, changed  
jobs or even just met up with  
your old college roommates,  
make sure to share it with us and 
we'll use it for a future Alumni Note. 
Email us at alumni@flagler.edu.
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Flagler College's President John Delaney officially 
welcomed nearly 800 new students to  

the Flagler family during the College’s annual 
convocation ceremony in Lewis Auditorium.
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