
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

SWEET 
Regionally authentic and well-meaning food prepared 

from locally and sustainably produced ingredients. 

Located DOWNTOWN ST. AUGUSTINE, across the street from 
Flagler College. Lunch and Dinner everyday but Tuesday. 

Menu items from 14 to 122. Eat local! 

39 Cordova St • 904-829-0655 

thefforidianstaug.com 

Limelight Theatre of St. Augustine Presents 

By Leonard Gershe 

January 24 - February 16 
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825-1164 I 11 Old Mission Ave., St. Augustine 
Limelight-Theatre.org I Facebook I Twitter 

ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLOR.I DA 
TOURIST DEVFLOPMFNT COUNCIL 
SI. Augustine/ Ponte Vedra on Florida's Historic Coast 
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Have Gift, Will Use 
A St. Augustine exhibit 
illuminates the link between 
folk art and cherished 
objects passed down 
through generations 
THE OBJECT TELLS A STORY: 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN FOLK ART FROM FLORIDA 
Displayed through Feb. 28, Crisp-Ellert Art Museum, 
48 Sevilla St., St. Augustine, during regular museum 
hours and at First Friday Art Walk, 5-9 p.m. Feb. 7 

JOURNEY: 450 YEARS OF THE 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN EXPERIENCE 
Recognizing the 50th anniversary of the Civil Rights 
Act, the exhibit is on display through July 15 at 
Visitor Information Center, 10 W. Castillo Drive, and 
several other venues 

An exhibition at the Crisp-Ellert Art 
Museum at Flagler College brings together 
a rare collection o   olk art, keepsakes and 

 amily heirlooms. “�e Object Tells a Story: 
A rican American Folk Art  rom Florida” 
opened Jan. 20 in conjunction with another 
exhibition at the St. Augustine Visitor 
In ormation Center, “Journey: 450 Years o  
the A rican-American Experience.” “� e  
Object”  eatures work by well-known Floridian 
A rican-American vernacular artists Alyne 
Harris, Mary Proctor, Ruby C. Williams and 
Purvis Young, as well as quilts, dolls, ceramics 
and paintings that were provided by those in 
the St. Augustine community. Recorded and 
written statements o  many contributors are 
also  eatured in the exhibit. 

�ough none o  the  olk artists in this 
exhibition received any  ormal training, their 
work reverberates with the passion that is the 
hallmark o  the true artist. 

“I think that just the  ormal qualities o  
[ olk art] are really attractive, the bright colors 
and the lines … the simplicity o  it, it can be 
very approachable  or people. But  or me, I 
just love the story,” says Julie Dickover, the 
museum’s director. 

Proctor, who was what she calls a “junk 
dealer,” began painting doors — two o  which 
are in this exhibit —  ollowing the tragic 
deaths o  her grandmother, aunt and uncle in 
a house ÿ re. Harris works as a housekeeper 
by day, artist by night. Young grew up hard in 
Miami and rediscovered his love o  art while 
serving three years in prison. And Williams, 
a  ormer minister, is a produce vendor in the 
historic A rican-American town o  Bealsville, 
on land passed down  rom her great-
grandmother, Mary Reddick, a  ormer slave 
and one o  the town’s  ounders. 

Hand-painted, brightly colored signs at 
Williams’ stand caught the eye o   olk artist 
Rodney Hardee in 1991. Corresponding in a 
handwritten letter, Williams, who was born 
in the 1920s, writes, “I was born with a mind 
to be an artist, and I had this in my spirit 
as I grew up.” Encouraged by Hardee and 
others, Williams embarked on an art career. 
Since then, she has become a celebrated 
 olk artist whose work has been seen all 
over the country and been displayed at the 
Smithsonian Anacostia Community Museum 

Arts 

SWEET AS FOLK: Ruby Williams’ “Berry So Sweet” – an acrylic on wood panel – is featured in “The Object Tells a 
Story: African-American Folk Art from Florida.” 

in Washington, D.C. 
“� ey as my  ans tell me that I am very, 

very  amous  or Ruby C. I am just Ruby C.,” 
she writes. “I have the giœ so I use it.” 

“�e Object” aims to illuminate and 
celebrate the link between  olk art and the 
cherished objects that people pass down  rom 
generation to generation. � ese objects are 
more than  amily heirlooms; they’re pieces o  
history that contribute to a larger tale. “� e  
A rican-American history here is so rich and 
signiÿ cant and a lot o  stu� happened here 
in the Sixties during the 
Civil Rights era,” Dickover 
says, “… All o  this comes 
through in these objects. 
�ey’re diverse but they are 
connected.” 

Several members o  
the community, including 
Barbara Vickers — whom 
Dickover calls a tremendous 
asset in putting together 
this exhibition — have 
contributed handmade dolls. 
It turns out that St. Augustine 
has a little-known subculture 
o  doll-makers, a group o  
women in their 80s and 90s 
who took a doll-making class 
in their late 70s or early 80s, 
Dickover says. 

Some o  the keepsakes 
are more intriguing taken 
in context; others are 
spectacular on their own. 
“[One] woman has what 
we think is a Civil War-era 
hand-painted photograph o  

BIG TRUCKS: Purvis Young’s “Purple Truck,” an acrylic on paper, is part of a who we think is her great- rare collection of folk art, keepsakes and heirlooms. 
great grandmother, who was 

a slave based in Wrightsville, Ga.,” Dickover 
says. � ese images and other objects and 
artworks, including a painting by Vickers o  
Cooper School, a segregated school in the 
Lincoln area, recall memories o  bygone eras 
and provide a rare glimpse into aspects o  
A rican-American culture through the works 
and words o  the people who were and are a 
part o  it.¥•

Claire Goforth 
mail@folioweekly.com 
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