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Montreal artist Julie Lequin proves age ain’t nothin’ but a
number in “Top 30”
Opening reception for Top 30, Julie Lequin’s
installation
Friday, Oct. 7 from 5-9 p.m.
Crisp-Ellert Art Museum, Flagler College,
48 Sevilla St., St. Augustine
Lequin lectures on Monday, Oct. 10 at 7 p.m.
The exhibit is displayed through Nov. 24
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hile some Tnd turning 30 to be a daunting
turning point, artist Julie Lequin has
turned her 30th year into a humorous and
engaging work of art that both celebrates
and explores this milestone. Flagler College’s
Crisp-Ellert Art Museum presents “Top 30,”
the latest endeavor from this now-32-year-old
Montreal-based artist. In her three decades on
this side of the boneyard, Lequin has racked
up a notable academic résumé and created
an impressive body of work. AUer earning
her BFA in ’01 at Montreal’s Concordia
University, Lequin went on to pursue a
post-baccalaureate at the San Francisco Art
Institute (2002), receiving her MFA in ’05 at
Art Center College of Design in Pasadena.
Since then, Lequin’s playful yet insightful
work has been featured in 70 group and solo
exhibitions and screenings, while receiving
more than a dozen awards and residencies.
Lequin describes her art as dancing between
that nebulous area that exists between the
“artist and individual” and the “artist as selfconsciously constructed persona.”
“Top 30” continues Lequin’s multimedia
hopscotch, combining watercolor and pencil
drawings with a three-channel video projection
of Lequin acting out anecdotal stories about
her life. We narrative is transformed into a hit
parade of sorts,

Folio Weekly: How did you get involved with
video-performance work?
Julie Lequin: I was trained as a painter.
When I Tnished my undergrad degree, I
noticed that my work was lacking storytelling;
also, I wanted to feel more invested in it.
We transition to video-performance
happened naturally.
F.W.: We press release for “Top 30” describes
what sounds like a moment of intense selfreYection. How did the question of “what
have I been doing my whole life?” became the
project’s de facto catalyst?
J.L.: Turning 30 was an intriguing moment.
I felt the need to go back in time, because 30
years is a big chunk of time. A lot of people of
my age were having kids and [buying] houses,
but I chose to work on my art career. I wanted
to remind myself of all the steps I took.
F.W.: Some of your characters seem to be
caricatured, almost grotesque. Are they facets
of your own identity or others’? Or both?
J.L.: Yes, the characters in my work are
inspired from my daily life as well as the
people I interact with, adding some Tction
into it as well. I am inspired by overheard
conversations on the bus, at the Laundromat
or at the second-hand store. Wough there has
been a bad case of bed bugs in Montreal,
and my boyfriend doesn’t allow me to
buy anything from the thriU store —
for now.
F.W.: How important is humor in
your work?
J.L.: I use humor Trst for me to get
my own attention and have fun while
I develop the project. I noticed that
humor has a great e[ect on viewers: Wey
want to keep watching and become more
interested. I like to leave a hopeful and
playful impression on people, while I still
address human issues.
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with footage featuring various stereo systems,
while a group of “non-actresses” perform a
literal “Top 30” of songs hand-picked from
each year of the artist’s life.
Folio Weekly contacted Lequin by email to
ask her about her cross fade from the canvas
to the video monitor, bed bugs and life’s
lessons learned.

F.W.: AUer 30-plus years, of what are
you most proud? What do you regret
the most?
J.L.: Wow, that’s a big question.
I’m proud of all my work
accomplishments and all
the friendships I made
during the past years.
I tend to be nervous
and anxious, so I wish
I had spent less time
worrying, because it
all went smoothly, for
the most part.

A drawing from Chapter 19 of Julie Lequin’s “Top 30”: Antoine Doinel
(watercolor and pencil on paper, 2010)
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