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INTRODUCTION 

      This report documents archaeological excavations at the St. Augustine Historical Society’s 

(SAHS) Tovar House (8SJ2518) undertaken between July 6 and July 24, 2016.   Archaeological 

research on the Tovar House was initiated by the St. Augustine Historical Society in 2015 in an 

effort to clarify the construction dates, techniques and sequences of the building itself, which is 

thought to be one of the oldest surviving structures in St. Augustine.  Extensive documentary and 

above-ground architectural analysis was completed prior to the excavations by Herschel Shepard 

(2014), and his work, as well as the results of the 2015 excavations, provided the basis for the 

archaeological research design. 

     Because this report is prepared in support of understanding the construction and dating of the 

Tovar House sub-surface remains, detailed artifact analyses are not included here, except as 

providers of terminus post quem for individual deposits.   All artifacts have been analyzed and 

recorded, and those records are available at the St. Augustine Historical Society.  Appendix 1 lists 

the objects providing the termini post quem for the deposits.  

     Dr. Greg Smith served as field director, working with field technicians Sarah Bennett and Janet 

Jordan.  Dr. Kathleen Deagan was Principal Investigator. Funds for the work were provided by the 

Historic St. Augustine Research Institute at Flagler College, and the St. Augustine Historical 

Society.  Field notes, maps, photos and the artifact collection are curated at the St. Augustine 

Historical Society. 
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Figure 1  Current floor plan of the Tovar House (after Shepard 2014). 

SITE BACKGROUND 

     The following very brief summation is taken from Shepard (2014),  which should be consulted 

for in-depth documentary analysis.  

     The 1764 Puente map is first documented record of this site and its key identifies “House of 

ripio of Joseph Tovar. N-S 45 varas E-W 15 varas” (Puente 1764:Map Key, Block K, #340; trans. 

by Wiles 1985:1). The dimensions in the key refer to the lot size.   

     When the Spanish evacuated St. Augustine in 1763, the house passed into the ownership of Jesse 

Fish, who in turn sold it in 1768 to John (Juan) Johnson, a merchant from Scotland (Puente 1764 in 

Wiles 1985:1). The house became the property of the Spanish Crown after Johnson’s departure and 

the return of the Spanish in 1784.  The earliest measurable plan of the house itself appears on the 

1788 Rocque Map (Figure 2). 
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Figure 2 The Tovar House footprint on the 1788 Mariano de la Roque map (after Shepard 2014).  

     The property was purchased by Gerónimo Alvarez in 1791, however Alvarez did not take title to 

the property until 1804, as substantiated by the 1803 tax list, in which the building remains the 

property of “the King.” Thus, during the twenty year period 1784-1804, the Crown owned the 

property and apparently rented it to Jose Coruña of unrecorded profession or trade, and married 

with three children. It was also occupied by Don Tomas Carabello, probably from 1784 until 1792, 

when he died.  Carabello was a bachelor and surgeon of the Royal Hospital of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe (Wiles 1960:1). Whether or not its use was commercial as well as residential during this 

period is unknown.  The Crown may have maintained the property as required to obtain rental 

income while attempting to find a buyer, but there would have been no incentive to improve the 

property. It is unlikely that any major changes occurred during this period. 

      The house was owned by Gerónimo Alvarez until 1839, when title to this and other property 

was transferred by Gerónimo Alvarez to Antonio Alvarez and heirs of Teresa Llambias (Deed Book 
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O, p. 81, per Wiles 1960:2).  In 1871 the house was purchased by Mary Frances Hite Van Balsan, 

and ownership was retained by the von Balsan family, who leased the house to various entities until 

1912.  It was purchased in that year by South Beach Alligator Farm and Museum of Marine 

Curiosities, which had acquired the Gonzales-Alvarez house as an extension of the Museum in 

1911. 

     In 1918 the Tovar House and Gonzalez-Alvarez House were purchased by the St. Augustine 

Historical Society and Institute of Science, and has remained a property of the SAHS until the 

present. 

SUMMARY OF OWNERS/OCCUPANTS OF THE TOVAR HOUSE 

? –1763  owned and occupied by Joseph Tovar (ripio) 

1768- 1784 owned and occupied by John Johnson merchant 

1784-1804 (?) owned by the Crown owned, rented to Jose Coruña/Tomas Carabello (surgeon) 

1804-1839 owned and occupied by Gerónimo Alvarez 

1839 - 1871 Antonio Alvarez/ Teresa Llambias owned,  

1871-1912  owned by Van Balsan family, rented out 

1912-1918  owned by South Beach Alligator Farm/Museum of Curiosities 

1918 - SAHS 

 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH 

     Based on his architectural and documentary analyses of the Tovar House, Herschel Shepard 

identified an extensive list of  research questions that needed answers in order to understand the 

dates, construction methods and sequences of the Tovar house (Shepard 2014: 21-22).   In 2015 

excavations to answer some of those questions were undertaken with the support of the Historic St. 

Augustine Research Institute and the St. Augustine Historical Society (Deagan 2015).    That work 

addressed several questions associated with Room 103, that is, the room into which the house east 

entry is located. These included:  

1.  Determining the date of the east façade construction, as well as its wall and footing 
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construction. 

2. In Rooms 103 and 104, adjacent west and south walls. determining the thickness of the   

tabby floor and the number of earlier floors; the wall and footing construction for the rooms; the 

wall and footing construction at the fireplaces and of the fireplace and adjoining wall 

construction. 

       The results of that work are detailed in Deagan (2015) and concluded that the easternmost room 

of the house (Room 103) was either added or enclosed with masonry during the British period, 

based on the presence of Creamware (1762-ca. 1800) under the wall footing.   

      It is possible that the masonry addition of Room 103 was done on the footprint of a previous 

wood structure supported by posts, since a very deep postmold was encountered below  Room 

103’s foundation near  the northwest corner of the room.   A very large and deep Spanish period 

feature – apparently a well construction pit – was present under the east wall of Room 103, adjacent 

to the south side present of the present doorway. The currently most viable interpretation of this 

area during the First Spanish Period Tovar occupation is that it was an open loggia.      

     Stratigraphy and artifacts encountered during the excavation inside Room 103 (in and adjacent 

to the present doorway between Rooms 103 and 101) indicate that the existing interior fireplace 

was also added during the British period, consistent with documentation related to the British 

Period occupation of merchant Juan Johnson.  

      There is a robust shell and tabby wall footing (Feature 12) under the west wall of Room 103, 

and this is clearly associated with the original east wall of the first Spanish period Tovar house.   

Alterations were made to this wall during the British Period occupation, including adding the 

fireplace and extending the north wall of the building some 50 centimeters to the north of where it 

was apparently located during the previous Tovar occupation.   

     The Spanish period footing is of a very different and district construction method than the 

British period footings.  The former are quite dense, solid and about 30 centimeters deep. They 
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consist principally of whole and crushed oyster shell and consolidated lime mortar.  The British 

period footings, in contrast, are very loosely packed with many voids, and are about 10-15 cm. 

thick.  They are comprised of oyster shell, bone, and such refuse items as glass bottles, pottery, 

bone and construction debris. 

       The first Spanish period footing under the west wall of room 103 ends abruptly under the 

center of the doorway between Rooms 103 and 101.  The remainder of the wall footing, continuing 

some 50 cm. north, is clearly of British Period construction.  At that point, it joins the present-day 

north wall of Room 103, which is also supported by a British rather than a Spanish wall footing.   

     The results of the 2015 work confirmed that the easternmost room of the Tovar house (Room 

103) was an open area until the British period additions, and that the west wall of that room was the 

original east wall of the First Spanish Period Tovar House.  Excavations further indicated that the 

north wall of present day Room 103 was a British period construction, and that the original 

(Spanish) north wall of the Tovar house was some 50 cm. to the south of the present Room 103 

north wall.   These conclusions led to a number of other questions, which were partially addressed 

during the 2016 excavations. 

2016 Field Excavations 

 The 2015 work raised several questions that were addressed by the 2016 excavations.  These 

included: 

1. Testing the notion that the original north wall of the Tovar house was some 50 cm. to the 

south of the present (British Period) north wall of Room 101?   

2. Testing the suggestion that the other walls of Room 101 are of First Spanish Period 

construction, and thus determining the footprint of the original building 

3. Refining the dating of those wall constructions. 

4. Documenting and dating alterations to the original structure.  

5. Locating interior dividing walls indicated on the Puente Map 
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6. Trying to determine the height to which the first Spanish period walls have survived above 

the footings through plaster stripping.  

7. Investigating the possibility that the original construction may have been a two-story 

building.  This final objective was approached using a multidisciplinary assessment of wall 

foundation depth and thickness (archaeological);   architectural analysis of wall fabric 

beneath the plaster  on the first and second floor walls; and dendrochronological analysis of 

floor joists supporting the second story floor.  This report addresses the first five objectives, 

and the final two will be reported separately.   

     These questions were approached through the excavation the three units inside Room 101, and a 

single unit, in collaboration with City Archaeologist Carl Halbirt, on the exterior west wall of Room 

100, in Charlotte Street (Figure 3).  

 

 

Figure 3. Locations of 2015-2016 Excavation units 

 

Excavation Methods 

     All horizontal measurements are in meters and centimeters.  Units are tied into the inside corners 

of Room 100 in the existing Tovar House, and vertical field measurements are made in centimeters 

below the present concrete floor inside the building.  These can be converted converted to meters 

below datum (mbd) for each unit by adding 1.55 to the cmbps elevation (centimeters below present 
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surface). Tee site datum plane is 1.55 meters above the City of St. Augustine manhole cover on the 

south side of St. Francis St., in front of the Florida National Guard north entrance.   

       Excavation proceeded by five cm. intervals within naturally-occurring deposits and strata, and 

each excavated provenience was assigned a unique Field Specimen Number (FS#).  The final FS# 

of the 2016 season was #163.  Masonry elements and deposits of recognizably cultural deposit were 

assigned consecutive Feature Numbers throughout the site.  Amorphous stains were assigned Area 

Numbers within individual units, and Postmolds were assigned PM or PPM (possible postmold) 

Numbers within each unit. All deposited were mapped and photographed.  

     All soil was water screened through ¼”mesh, and all features and areas were additionally 

screened through 1/16”mesh.  Samples of all masonry features were collected and assigned FS# s.  

  

Unit 3 Excavation 

(Surface: 1.385 mbd) 

       Unit 3 was located in the northwest corner of room 103, and measured two meters east to west, 

and 1.68 meters north to south.  This was a very complex unit, with deposits representing multiple 

building episodes and what appear to have been repairs.  The current concrete floor (thought to date 

to the 1980’s) and underlying fill (designated as Floors 1 and 2) extended for 30 cm. below the surface 

( 1.69).   The latest dating item recovered from that fill was Creamware.   

     At 30 cmbps (1.69mbd), a very well-preserved tabby floor (Floor 3)  extended across the entire unit 

(with a post- British period intrusion in the southeast corner).  

 

 

Figure 4 Unit 3, Floor 3 and tabby detail 
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     Floor 3 is dated as a British period deposit, in that the terminus post quem for the soil deposits 

immediately below the floor (Zone 1) is provided by Creamware (post-1762), which is , in fact the 

latest dating item in any of the unit deposits (other than wall repairs).  The tabby itself was 

comprised of crushed marine shell and hard lime mortar aggregate, and was eight cm. thick 

(Figure 4). 

     A surface designated as “Floor 3” was also found at approximately the same elevation during 

the 2015 excavation of Unit 2 (in the north doorway between Rooms 100 and 103).  That floor, 

however, was a ”5 cm. thick layer of very compacted, very dark grey-brown soil mixed with broken 

and crushed mortar” (Deagan et. al. 2015:10). It was interpreted as a late First Spanish period 

loggia floor.  The tabby Floor 3 found in the 2016 Unit 3 was not present in the 2015 excavated 

section of Room 103.  

      Soil Zone 1 occurred directly below Floor 3, and extended to a depth of 38 cm. cmbps (1.76 

mbd). It was very dark grey-brown sand with mortar, artifacts, animal bone and broken shell.  

Level 1 within Zone 1 included two sherds of Creamware,  straight pins and nail fragments.  

Dateable items in Level 2 included white salt glazed stoneware, Staffordshire slipware and 17th 

and 18th century Spanish majolica, along with Native American ceramics, nail fragments, pins and 

beads.     Zone 1 appears to be a deposit of predominantly 18th century First Spanish period soil 

deposited as a fill layer under the British Period Floor 3. It was probably part of the major British 

period remodeling documented by the 2015 excavation results.   

         Floor 3 cleanly abutted the north wall of Room 100, indicating that in the northeastern 

section of the room at least, the north wall of Room 100 was in place when Floor 3 was laid.  

Archaeological data suggests that this north wall was probably built before or at about the same 

time as Floor 3, since the wall footing contained the Creamware, brick fragments, bone, and loose 

oyster shell that is typical of the British Period wall footings documented so far.  

   First Spanish Period masonry walls:  Floor 3 also extended over and capped a Spanish masonry 

wall that had been removed before the British Period remodeling.  A remnant of a narrow, poured 

tabby wall  (Feature 14) rested upon a substantial, well-consolidated and much wider oyster shell 

footing designated as Feature 23 (Figures 5-8).  The Feature 14 tabby wall base is approximately 
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20 cm./8 in. wide and ranged from 15 to 19 cm. in height.  This width is somewhat narrower than 

that noted by Manucy as the standard width of 11 inches for a single-story wall1.    

     The tabby wall remnant (Feature 14) rested upon a wide, well consolidated oyster shell and 

mortar footing (Feature 23).   The Feature 23 footing was 40 cm./15.75 in.  wide and 32 cm./ 12.6 

in. deep (the standard width for a two-story wall as per Manucy 1960:67).  The best-supported 

interpretation of this footing is that it was associated with the original north wall of the Tovar 

House. 

 

Figure 5  Features 14 (tabby wall remnant) and 23 (shell and mortar footing). Facing west. 

    A  15 cm-square postmold extended through both the tabby wall remnant and the footing 

below (Feature 23), into the sterile soil beneath the Feature 23 footing (Figure 6-7). The very 

precisely square, clean-sided postmold indicates that the tabby was poured around it, and thus 

the post was in place when the tabby wall was constructed.  It was undoubtedly a support used to 

attach the board forms used in tabby construction, and was probably retained as an interior tabby 

support element during the life of the wall, in the manner described by Manucy for ostión y postes 

                                                           
1 11 inches or 28 cm.  is approximately equivalent to one tercio, or one third of a Spanish vara.   The length of a vara 
during the 18th century was established as 83.5 cm. or approximately 33 inches (Maier 2005:55).  
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construction (Manucy 1960:69).   The soil in the postmold contained 2 Native American and 2 

Spanish majolica sherds, with a TPQ  provided by Puebla Blue on White (ca. 1670-1780).  

      Unlike all the other walls located so far at the Tovar house, the Feature 14 wall was of tabby, 

and is narrower than a normal tabby wall. This is also in contrast to the description of the  building 

ven on the Puente map key, which is “Casa de ripio”, or stone (coquina) rubble and mortar (García 

Salinero 1968, García Fernandez 2002:595). 2    

 

\ 

Figure 6 Detail of Postmold in Features 14 and 23 

       A very thin and substantially broken tabby floor was associated with the Feature 14/23 wall 

construction, and designated as Floor 4/Feature 17 (Figures 8-9).  The floor appeared at 34 cmbps, 

only a few centimeters below Floor 3.  Unlike Floor 3, however, it did not extend over the Feature 

14/23 wall, but instead occurred only to the south of that wall.  Floor 4 appears to have been 

                                                           
2 Albert Manucy (1960:68) has correlated ripio construction with tabby, based on the 1788 Roque map key as 

compared to the 1764 Puente map key.   Most Spanish sources, however, identify “ripio” as “rubble” , e.g García 
Salinero (1968) explains ripio  as ” “Around the quarries are the small pieces of stone removed from the pieces that 
are worked, or from other kinds of minor stones; they are of great importance for filling the walls of mampostería and 
for making seatings and foundations” (my translation) see also García Fernandez 2002:595).  
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deposited after the construction of the Feature 14 tabby wall, since the base of that wall (also the 

top of the underlying Feature 23 footing) was at approximately 50 cmbps, while the base of Flood 

four was at 38 cmbps, some 12 cm. above the base of the tabby wall.   The latest dating item 

under Floor 4 was White Salt-Glazed Stoneware, with a TPQ of 1720.  

 

   

Figure 7 Unit 3 @ 33-36 cmbs/1.72 – 1.75 mbd (top of Floor 4) 

      At the west end of the excavation unit, at the west interior wall of the Tovar House, Floor 4 was 

largely crushed and broken into fragments (Figure 8).  This is attributed to early British period wall 

construction or reconstruction activities in the northwest corner of Room 100 (discussed below).  

Two curious parallel linear features (Features 18 and 19) intruded through Floor 4 (Figures 8-9). 

They were parallel and 27 cms. apart, and both were 20 cm. in width.   They appear most similar 

to wheel ruts, and may have been caused by demolition activities at the very beginning of the 

British period, but prior to the construction of Floor 3.  Although the contents of their fill dated to 

the late 17th century, they were stratigraphically associated with the very early British Period.   
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Given that they were all capped by the British Period Floor 3 and its associated artifacts, Feature 

14 (tabby wall), Feature 23(shell footing) and Floor 4 (tabby floor) all appear to be First Spanish 

Period constructions.  The tabby wall and Floor 4 do not, however, appear to be the original wall 

that was supported by the Feature 23 footing.    

 

Figure 8  Unit 3 plan view @ 33-36 cmbd 

      It can be seen in Figures 5 and 8 that the tabby wall remnant is not aligned in precisely the 

same east-west orientation as the footing.  The Feature 23 footing is at the same east-west 

alignment as the present south wall of the Tovar house, while the tabby wall remnant is aligned 

some 4 degrees south of the Tovar House south wall east-west alignment.   Feature 23, if 

projected eastward, would precisely adjoin the first Spanish Period north-south remnant of the 

east wall of Room 100 (Feature 12, documented in Unit 2, 2015). The Feature 14 tabby wall would 

not do so. This strongly indicates that the original (First Spanish Period) northeast corner of the 
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Tovar House was located near the center of the north doorway between Rooms 100 and 103 (the 

2015 Unit 2).  

      Unlike the Feature 14/23 arrangement, most 18th century tabby walls so far excavated in St. 

Augustine are only slightly narrower than their underlying footings (Manucy 1962:67).  The 

Feature 14 wall itself was not only considerably narrower (20 cm./8 in)  than the underlying 

footing (32 cm./ 12.6 in), but it was also positioned along the extreme southern edge of the 

footing, rather than the more typical colonial placement in the center of the footing, which would 

have provided considerably better support for the wall.   

      Finally, the Feature 23 footing is very similar in depth and fabric to the other first Spanish 

Period oyster shell and mortar wall footings located so far under the Room 100 walls (see Deagan 

2015 and below, Units 4 and 5).  All those footings support coquina rubble walls, which 

corresponds to the ripio construction type listed for the Tovar House on the 1763 Puente Map.       

     The interpretation  most consistent with the archaeological evidence is that the shell footings 

represented by Feature 23 and Feature 21 in Room 100, and Feature 12 in Room 103  (2015) were 

part of the original first Spanish Period masonry building at the site, with the northeast corner of 

the building near the center of the present north doorway between Rooms 100 and 103.   They 

probably supported coquina rubble walls in the fashion of the other First Spanish Period footings 

at the site (discussed below).    At some time before 1763, however, the north wall , or the 

western section of that wall, was compromised, damaged, or removed, and a very insubstantial 

tabby wall was built on the original oyster shell wall footing.  Floor 4 was laid at that time.   

Artifact associations indicate that these activities took place during the first half of the 18th 

century. 

       British Period Renovation/Repair:    At the beginning of the house’s British period occupation, 

the tabby north wall was removed, and a major rebuilding episode took place.   If, in fact the 

parallel grooves of Features 18 and 19 intruding into Floor 4 are related to a wagon or cart, they 

may represent the demolition and removal of the north tabby wall. Following the removal of the 

First Spanish Period wall, a new north wall was built during the very early British period 

occupation in the location of Room 100’s present wall. Floor 3 was installed, covering the Spanish 

period tabby wall and foundation, and extending to the rooms present north wall.  The north and 
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west profiles of Unit 3 show that there were some other substantial construction activities in this 

part of the house during the British Period (Figures 10, 11, 13).   

 

Figure 9 Unit 3 @ base, showing Features 14 and 23, facing north 
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+  

Figure 10 West wall profile, Unit 3 

     It appears that not only the original tabby rubble north wall of the building was removed or 

damaged, but that the northern end of the original west wall was also significantly damaged.     

Figures 11 and 13 show the west unit profile, and the presence of the original oyster shell and 

mortar First Spanish period footings, which are at 50 cmbps.  The west end of the Feature 23 

footing (original north wall) extends to the present west wall of the house, and a north to south 

extending mortar and shell footing (Feature 21) is adjacent to the south side of Feature 23, and 

undoubtedly supported the original west wall of the building. It was 40 cm. thick, with compact 

shell and mortar at the top, and looser shell beneath.  These footings formed what was the original 

northwest corner of the Tovar House.   
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Figure 11 Unit 3 North wall 

 

 

Figure 12 Unit 3 West and North Profile Maps 
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Figure 13  Northwest corner of Room 100, showing Feature 15 and iron bar 

   

        The nature of their juncture at that corner, however, is unclear.  Although the two footings 

connect at their tops, below that point they are separated by a narrow band of soil, possibly owing 

to subsequent or idiosyncratic construction activities.   The soil separating the footings does not 

appear to be disturbed, and contained principally Native American pottery, and one sherd of 

Staffordshire slipware, which normally dates in St. Augustine from about 1700 to 1770.   

       Both footings under the west wall, as well as the soil surrounding them, are capped, however, 

by a British period loose shell and rubble footing that continued around the house corner and 

formed the foundation of the British Period building‘s north wall (today Room 100’s north wall). 

These footings are designated as Feature 15 under the north wall and Feature 16 under the west 

wall.   Like the British Period footings found in 2015, they were comprised of loose shell, 

construction rubble and refuse in a soil matrix, and were 15-18 cm thick.   

       The construction of Feature 15 and the wall it supports altered the alignment of the original 

First Spanish Period walls, possibly to create a 90-degree angle between the west and north walls of 

the building.  The British period footing extends eastward from the west wall at a 90-degree angle, 

while Feature 23 (the initial Spanish period wall) is at an angle of approximately 96 degrees.  The 
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Feature 14 wall alignment (the second Spanish period wall) extends eastward from the west wall at 

approximately a 98-degree angle.3 

        The Feature 16 British period footing under the west wall in Unit 3 demonstrates that a portion 

of the present west wall of the Tovar House – at least the northern two meters of Room 100- was 

rebuilt during the British period. The excavation of Unit 5 (discussed below) revealed that the 

original Spanish footing is intact and undisturbed at five meters south of the room’s northwest 

corner. Thus the original damage and British rebuilding of the west wall extended to a point less 

than five meters south of the room’s northwest corner.    

     One very curious feature of Unit 3 was the presence of a large, heavy, rounded iron bar that 

extended out of the north wall at a downward angle (Figures 10, 13).  It pierced the soil beneath 

Feature 23, and continued for an unknown distance into sterile subsoil.    This appears to have been 

a brace, support, or crowbar used during the British Period construction activities.    The bar enters 

the room’s north wall at 10 cm. below the present floor, and 20 cm. above the top of the British 

period wall footing, indicating that one course of coquina would have been in place on the north 

wall before the bar was placed.       

      Other than the current concrete floor and its leveling layers only a single post-British period 

deposits was documented in the unit. This is a patch or infilling area of Portland cement at the west 

end of the north wall, just 2 cm. below the present concrete floor  (Figure 13).  It is thought to be 

contemporary with the preparation of that floor.  

         The excavation of Unit 3 was suspended at 90 cmbps (2.29mbd).  All of the masonry features 

had been fully exposed and documented, sterile subsoil had been reached in the eastern part of the 

unit, the research questions were answered, and time was limited.  Although the excavations 

reached sterile, pre-occupation soil , there did remains two small postmolds under the south side of 

Feature 23, and a dark soil stain remained along the west wall.  This stain sloped inward under the 

west wall beneath Feature 21, and was not removed for fear of undermining the wall itself.    

Excavations on the exterior of Room 100 carried out by the City Archaeology Program, however, 

were able to locate and date that deposit. 

  

City Archaeology Program Test   

                                                           
3 These are very approximate measures, depending on the precision and accuracy of both the HABS drawing of the 
Tovar house, and the field maps prepared during excavation).  
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     As part of the City’s ongoing investigation of   Charlotte Street in advance of laying new utility 

lines, Carl Halbirt opened a 75cm (N-S) wide excavation trench in Charlotte Street, adjacent to the 

west side of the Tovar House west wall.  The south side of the unit was located 7.9 meters (25.9 

feet) north of the building’s southwest exterior corner, against the curb.  The surface of Charlotte 

Street at the southeast corner of the unit is 1.45 mbd (datum plane @ 1.55 meters above the COSA 

manhole cover on the south side of Str. Francis St. in front of the National Guard north gate 

entrance).  By comparison the present interior floor of Room 100 is at 1.39 mbd;   six cm. above the 

road surface.   The exterior profile excavated in Charlotte Street both verified the interpretation 

given above of the stratigraphic sequence, and helped refine the original date of the structure.  

Figures 14-16 show the profile below the exterior west wall of the Tovar house, which located 

Feature 16 (the British loose shell footing) and Feature 21 (the Spanish north-south shell footing 

beneath the present west wall of the building). The excavation also documented a layer of fill dirt 

under both footings, and a trash pit below that.  The fill soil and trash pit predate Feature 21, and 

appears to underlie the west wall of the structure.  It contained predominantly late seventeenth 

century materials with a very few items dating to the early eighteenth century.  

      Given that the trash pit was excavated under pressured salvage conditions, some mixing with 

the surrounding soils undoubtedly occurred.  Its date of deposit is probably was during the late 

seventeenth century, to the turn of the eighteenth century.   This is consistent with the interior 

deposits and stratigraphy. 
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Figure 14  East profile, COSA Charlotte St. excavation (exterior west wall of Tovar House facing east)   
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Figure 15. Profile map, COSA Charlotte St. excavation (exterior west wall of Tovar House, facing east) 

 

Figure 16 Relationship of COSA excavation on exterior of Tovar House (facing east) to interior excavation of Room 100 

 

Unit 3 Summary 

The sequence of events indicated by the deposits found in Unit 3 include, from earliest to latest: 

1. Stage 1: A seventeenth century occupation, represented by postmolds at the base of the 

excavation, and the presence of sixteenth and seventeenth century artifacts in most of the 

deposits.  

 

2. Stage 2: The construction of a masonry house on a wide, well-consolidated shell and mortar 

footing (Feature 23), during the latter part of the 17th century, or around the turn of the 18th 

century.  The same footing was located at the same elevation in other excavations adjacent to 

the west, east and south walls of the Tovar house (discussed below). This indicates that the 

original footprint of the building is defined by the present exterior west and south walls, the 

west wall of Room 100, and a no longer extant wall about 25 centimeters south of the present 

north wall of room 103 (Figure **).  The most likely fabric of the first masonry structure is 

tabby rubble, or ripio, which forms the lowest courses of the west and south walls, and which 
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was also listed on the 1764 Puente map as the material of which the Tovar house was 

constructed.  

 

3. Stage 3: At some time after the original house was built, but before the British Period began, 

a thin tabby or tabique4 wall (Feature 14) was built on the Feature 23 footing. The base of that 

wall does not conform to the alignment of either Feature 23 or of the opposite south wall of 

the building, and is, in fact, the only tabby construction found so far at the Tovar House.  If, 

in fact, Feature 14 was not the original north wall, it presumes that the original north wall of 

the building was destroyed or removed at some point after the (assumed) late seventeenth 

century construction of the house. Furthermore, since tabby was not generally used as a 

building material until after 1703 (Manucy 1960:68), it suggests a destruction activity prior 

to that date, and a rebuilding after that date.     

      Given the historically documented destruction events in St. Augustine during that period, 

the most likely current interpretation is that the northern portion of the original stone building 

was destroyed or impacted by the 1702 siege of James Moore.  The tabby wall was then 

constructed prior to the end of the First Spanish period. A very thin tabby floor (Floor 4) is 

associated with the tabby wall, and was in place at the time of British period renovation 

activities.  

 

Stage 4: Major renovations took place at the Tovar house during the British Period, probably 

corresponding to the acquisition of the property by the merchant, John Johnson.  The 

northwest corner of the building was rebuilt, repositioning the original wall some 25 

centimeters to the north, possibly to square the corner.  What may have remained above 

ground of the Spanish tabby wall (Feature 14) was removed, and a set of parallel linear 

grooves abutted the Spanish wall, cutting through the Spanish Floor 4. These grooves 

(Features 18 and 19) appear to have been associated with the British period rebuilding, and 

look most like wagon or cart wheel scars.   

     Rebuilding of the northwest corner of the Tovar house also extended to the south along the 

west wall for an as-yet unknown distance, although the excavation of Unit 5 indicated that the 

distance was less than five meters. A thin layer of oyster shell, rubble and refuse was placed 

on top of the previous consolidated Spanish footings (Feature 21 on the west side) and a 

coquina rubble wall built on the British layer.  At or around the same time, Room 103 was 

added to the original building, and was supported by the same thin loose footing type found 

beneath Room 100. 

     Finally, a well-made tabby floor was laid in Room 100, extending over the top of Floor 4 

and the former Spanish north wall footing, and abutted the new British north wall. Evidence 

so far indicates that this floor was restricted to Room 100, and did not extend into Room 103. 

 

Stage 5.  Post-British Period alterations were only represented in Unit 3 by the current 

cement floor, and the fill layer between it and Floor 3 (the upper 30 cm. of deposit).  The 

                                                           
4 Tabique was the designation on the 1788 Roque map for a “very thin tabby wall”, Manucy 1960:69) 
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latest dating item recovered from the fill between Floors 1 (modern) and 3 

(British Period) was Creamware, with a terminus post quem of 1762. 

 

UNIT 4 EXCAVATION 

(1.1m N-S, 1.9m. E-W) 

(Top elevation: 1.39 mbd) 

 

      Unit 4 was in the southeast corner of Room 100, extending along the south wall from the east 

end of the window opening to the room’s east wall (Figure 2). It was placed to reveal the building’s 

south wall and southeast corner foundation.   

    The modern concrete floor and subfloor fill were removed to a depth of 25 cmbps, to the top of 

the well-preserved, British period tabby Floor 3, which was also found in Unit 3.  The surface of 

Floor 3 in Unit 4 was at the same elevation as that in Unit 3, and the prepared tabby in both units 

was 8 centimeters thick.    In Unit 4, however, the tabby floor was underlaid by 10- centimeter thick 

layer of densely-compacted shell, mortar and rubble (Figure 17).  That deposit was not present at 

the north end of the room. This difficult to remove layer was designated as “Subfloor 3”, and rested 

on very dark grey-brown sandy loam at 43-44 cmbd. (Zone 1).  

     Zone 1, Floor 3 and Subfloor 3 are dated to the British period, since the underlying Zone 1 

contained a sherd of Creamware.  This is consistent with the dating of Floor 3 and Zone 1 in Unit 4, 

and indicates that tabby Floor 3 extended across the entire room during the early British period.  At 

the time of Floor 3 construction, however, the south end of the room (represented by Unit 4) was 

apparently lower than the north end, necessitating the 10-12 cm thick layer of Subfloor 3 at the 

south end of the room, in order to keep Floor 3 at a consistent elevation from north to south. 

     Three small postmolds (10 cm. diameters) were found under Subfloor 3, placed 6-7 centimeters 

apart in an east-west line.  They were about 98 centimeters north of the room’s south wall, 

paralleling the north wall of the excavation unit.  They intruded through Zone 1 (thought to be of 

British period origin)  to a depth of approximately 54 cmbps. and appear to have been British period 

deposits, possibly associated with construction activity related to Floor 3.  The postmolds must have 

been in place after Zone 1 was deposited, but prior to  the construction of Floor 3, since they were 

covered over by Subfloor 3.            

     Area 2 (a thin lens of crushed mortar and medium grey-brown sand) underlaid Zone 1 at 50 

cmbps.  In profile Area 2 appears to represent a crushed and broken tabby floor (Figures 18-19) and 

contained a sherd of Staffordshire Slipware (uncommon in St. Augustine before the early 18th 
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century, however the very crushed and broken nature of the floor renders disturbance a possibility).  

At 50 cmbps, the Area 2 floor was at the same elevation as the top of the room’s south wall footing 

(Feature 24),  which is consistent with the elevation of the first Spanish period oyster shell wall 

footings documented in Unit 3.   

      

 

Figure 17  Unit 4, Subfloor 3 (33 cmbs) 

    The Area 2 tabby floor in Unit 4 however, was some 12-14 cms. deeper than Floor 4 in Unit 3.  

At the north end of the room that floor was directly below the British period Floor 3, and dated to 

the construction of the very narrow Feature 14 tabby footing. As discussed above, that footing was 

apparently constructed after the original house was built, but before the British period renovations.        

    The floor represented by Area 2 in Unit 4 may have been the original house floor, dating prior to 

the First Spanish period repairs that Feature 14 and Floor 4 represented in the north end of the 

room.  At the end of the First Spanish period, the lower elevation of the Spanish floor at the south 

end of the room (Unit 4), however, required the addition of the Subfloor 3 rubble in order to create 

a level grade for the British period floor.   

      One possible explanation to account for the unexpected elevation difference from north to south 

in the first Spanish period floors might be that the original tabby floor was laid throughout at 50 

cmbps – that is, consistent with the top of the oyster shell wall footings.  Whatever event caused the 
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damage and rebuilding of the structure’s north wall could certainly have destroyed the original floor 

at the north end, and damaged the floor at the south end. When the north end wall repairs were 

done, Floor 4 in the northern part of the building was laid at higher elevation, consistent with the 

new wall (Feature 14). The floor in the south end, however, for whatever reason, was not rebuilt.  It 

is possible, given the poor documentation of the First Spanish maps, that the building may have 

been divided into north and south partitions either originally, or during the post-1702 repairs.  

           Several deposits intruded through the Area 2 floor in Unit 4 (Figure 18-19).  The British period 

postmolds 1-3 ended just below the floor. Postmold 4 was first seen at 50 cmbps, but clearly 

intruded through the floor.  None of the posts contained any dateable material.   

  

Figure 18  Unit 4, Area 2 Floor and intrusions at ca. 50 cmbps 

          Several overlapping small intrusions in the northwest corner of the unit also cut through the Area 

2 floor (Figure 18)   These initiated directly below Zone 1 under Subfloor 3 at 45 cmpb, and were 

excavated as Area 4, Area 5, Feature 25 Level 1 and part of Zone 2 level 1.  Their dateable contents 

included contents included English Delftware, Astbury ware and Staffordshire Slipware, which 

have date ranges during the first half of the 18th century.   Their elevation and contents indicate that 
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they could date to any time between ca. 1700 and ca. 1765, that is, after the construction of the Area 

2 floor, and before the construction of the British period Floor 3 subfloor.    

      These deposits, as well as soil Zone 2, covered over a large postmold and posthole (Features 25-

26) that pre-dated the Area 2 floor, and may be associated with a wooden structure pre-dating the 

masonry Tovar House (Figure 19). The posthole initiated at 60 cmbps, and continued to a depth of 

110 cmbps.   The post itself was some 30 cm. in diameter, and the posthole measured 68 cm. at the 

top diameter.  The post feature fill contained predominantly late 17th century Spanish and Native 

American pottery.  

  

 

Figure 19  West profile, Unit 4, showing Floor 2 and Feature 25/26      
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 Figure 20 Unit 4 North profile 

       The south wall of the Tovar house is supported by a very thick and compact oyster shell and 

lime mortar footing, designated Feature 24 (Figures 21-22).  The top of the footing appeared at 50 

cmbps, and extended to a depth of 97 cmbps.  A thin layer of lime mortar topped the footing, and 

plastered coquina block and rubble rested directly on the mortar.  As noted, the top elevation of 

Feature 24 is the same as that of Features 21 and 23 in unit 4, which supported the original west 

and north walls of the building respectively.   

     Curiously, the Feature 24 south wall foundation appears to have ended, or been truncated below 

the east edge of the present doorway from St. Francis Street into Room 100 (Figure 22).  Even if a 

doorway had always been present in the south wall, it should not have disrupted the wall 

foundation at that point.  Furthermore. excavation of Unit 5 along the building’s west wall 

(discussed below) revealed that the footing beneath the existing west wall of the Tovar house is the 

same elevation, thickness and composition of Feature 24 under the south wall, and argues for a 

contiguous south, west and east wall footing.   

        It is possible that a section of the footing may have been removed, and if so, it would have 

been most likely during the British period renovations represented by Floor 3 and Subfloor 3.  

The lowest level of sill stone at the base of the door rests on coquina rubble at 38 cmbps.  The sill 

is equivalent in elevation to the British period Subfloor 3 discussed above.    
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Figure 21  South profile, showing Feature 24 wall footing 

  The rubble extends to the mortar layer at 48 cmbps, covering the Feature 24 shell footing (50 

cmbps).  The presence of a section of plastered rubble wall on the Spanish foundation, below the 

level of earlier British period construction, suggests that the door opening may have been made 

during the British period.  Why and how this truncated a section of the underlying south wall 

footing remains unclear.   

      The south wall footing (Feature 24) abutted the east wall footing (Feature 24E) in the 

southeast corner of the unit (Figures 23-24).  Feature 24E has the same elevations and 

composition as Feature 24 (Figure 23-24). 
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Figure 22 Southwest corner of Unit 4 showing door opening and Feature 24. 

 

Figure 23. East profile of Unit 4, showing east wall foundation (Fea.24E) 
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Unit 5 Excavation 
2 m. north-south, 1 m. east-west 

Top of unit:  

 

     Unit 5 was placed near the center of Room 100’s west wall in order to both document the west 

wall foundation of the Tovar house, and to try to locate a possible partition wall as indicated on the 

1788 Roque Map (Figure 1).  The south edge of the unit was 2 meters north of Room 100’s inner 

southwest corner.      

      The wall footing under the Tovar house west wall was designated as Feature 28.  It conforms  in 

composition (compact shell and lime mortar) and in elevation to the south wall footing (Feature 24), 

with a top elevation of 50 cmbps and a base at 103 cmbps.   

     Essentially the same general stratigraphic sequence as that in Unit 4 was present in Unit 5 

(Figure 24).  The existing concrete floor and the underlying 19th and 20th century fill layers 

extended to a depth of 25 cmbps.   

     

Figure 24  Unit 5 North Profile 



33 
 

 
 

      Tabby Floor 3, dating to the British period, was present at that level, and was 8 cm. thick.  As in 

Unit 4, Subfloor 3 underlaid Tabby Floor 3, and extended to as depth of 45 cmbps, which is within 

a few centimeters of the Subfloor 3 elevations in Unit 4.  

     Zone 1, below Subfloor 3, was a thin (5-8 cm) lens of dark grey-brown soil. Its contents 

included only materials dateable to the 18th century first Spanish period or earlier.  Its stratigraphic 

position however, and its correspondence with the British period Zone 1 deposit in Unit 4, suggest 

that it was of early British period deposition.    

      A lens of crushed and broken tabby and coquina (designated in the field as Feature 27/Floor 5) 

underlaid Zone 1 at 46 cmbps, and was 7 cm. thick (Figures 24-25).  This lens corresponded 

stratigraphically to the Area2/Floor 2 lens documented in Unit 4. In both units the lenses were 

comprised of crushed mortar, tabby and some crushed coquina.  They both initiated at about 50 

cmbps, which is also the top elevation of the first Spanish period shell footings in both units.  It is 

alternatively possible that Feature 2/Floor 5 in Unit 5 may have been a layer of coquina trimming 

debris, since the layer itself contained more crushed coquina than did Floor 2 in Unit 4.  If so, it was 

done during the first Spanish period, possibly in conjunction with the original house construction.   

 

 

Figure 25. Unit 5 @ 46cmbps showing Feature 27/Floor 5 and Area 5 trench 
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            Feature 27/Floor 5 rested on a series of soil deposits designated as Zones 2-4, based on 

vertical differences in soil colors and composition. Zone 2, represents the ground surface at the time 

the Feature 28 west wall footing was constructed.  It contained a sherd of San Agustín Blue on 

White majolica, indicating a post-1650 date of deposit. The latest dating item in either Zone 3 or 

Zone 4 was a sherd of San Luis Blue on white  majolica, indicating a deposit date of after ca. 1580.   

These were probably soil zones deposited prior to the construction of the masonry Tovar house. 

Sterile sand was reached at 80 cmbps in the east half of the unit.    

     This relatively undisturbed stratigraphic sequence was present only in the east half of Unit 5.  In the 

west half, adjacent to the building’s west wall footing, several intrusions related to wall construction 

activities compromised the sequence.   Directly below the British Subfloor 3,  in the northwest corner 

of the unit,  a pit containing broken mortar, shell, tabby and sand was directly adjacent to the 

building’s west wall (Figure  24 )  This pit, excavated as Areas 6, 4 and 3, was approximately 55 cm. 

west to east and 60 cm. north to south.   It cut through Floor 5, and appears to have been related to 

repairs undertaken during the early British period, or late in the First Spanish period.  The only 

dateable artifacts in the fill of this intrusion were Spanish majolicas dating to post-1650, and a sherd of 

Blue and White English delftware (unusual in St. Augustine before 1700; Deagan 2002:22).      

     Directly below the Area 6 pit a narrow trench (Area 5) extended north to south directly adjacent to 

the west wall foundation, corresponding in elevation to the top of that footing (48-50 cmpbs) (Figure 

25). Area 5 was  20-25 cm. wide and 15 cm. deep.  The fill of the Area 5 trench contained only early 

18th and earlier material, including one sherd of Huejotzingo Blue on White majolica (post 1700).  In 

terms of top elevation, the trench is associated with the Feature 28 shell footing and Floor 5.  It is 

therefore clearly of first Spanish period origin.  The function of this narrow trench is uncertain, 

although it seems to have been related to the preparation of the mortar layer or floor at the top of the 

Feature 28 footing, or perhaps the footing itself.  

         A postmold initiated at approximately the same level as the Area 5 trench (48 cmbps) intruding 

into Zone 2 and extending ultimately to 102 cmbps.  Initially designated as Postmold 1, it was renamed 

Feature 29  at 77cmbps, where it became larger and better-defined.  Its fill contained post-1650 
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Spanish majolica and sever sherds of Blue and White delftware, suggesting a post-1700 but pre-1763 

date. 

      At 63 cmbps the Area 5 trench base directly overlaid a wider trench designated as Area 8 (Figure 

26).   Area 8 extended from north to south along the west wall footing sloping inward toward the west, 

and extending under the wall footing.   It was approximately 45 cm wide and 46 cm. deep, with a base 

at 109 cmbps (that is, 3-6 cm. below the base of the shell footing).  In addition to being double the 

width of the overlying Area 5 trench,  Area 8 was also differentiated from Area 5 by a soil color change 

from medium grey-brown sand with shell flecking, to dark grey brown sand with whole and crushed 

shell.       The latest items in the fill of fill of Area 8 were Spanish majolicas dating to post 1650, 

suggesting  that it was part of the building’s original construction.  The underlying Zones 3 and 4 

contained predominantly 17th century materials.           

 

Figure 26.  Unit 5. Top of Area 8 and Zone 3 (63 cmbps) 

Although the Area 8 trench paralleled the west wall footing, it initiated some 13 cms. below the top of 

the footing, making its function in wall construction unclear.   It does not appear to have originally 
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been initiated at a higher level.  It is directly below the Area 5 trench, but the dramatically different 

widths of the two trenches suggest that they are separate events.  It is also conceivable that Area 8 is a 

trench dating to a pre-Tovar masonry building that also fronted on Charlotte St.   

The west wall and footing 

     The west wall of the Tovar house is supported by a compact oyster shell and mortar footing that 

was designated as Feature 28 (Figures 28-30). The top of the footing is at 50 cmbps and it extends 

to 103 cmbps.  The east face of the footing itself slopes downward and somewhat westwardly under 

the wall, perhaps narrowing at its base.  In its composition and elevations it is otherwise very 

consistent with the Feature 24 shell footing under the building’s south wall.  

    At the top of the Feature 28 footing a 4 cm. thick layer of tabby and mortar extrudes for a short 

distance eastward into the room.  This appears to be a remnant of the initial floor of the building’s 

initial tabby floor.  It occurs at the same level as the Feature 27/Floor 5 deposit discussed above 

(48-54 cmbps), as well as the largely demolished Floor 2 in Unit 4.   

 

Figure 27  Unit 5, West wall profile 
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Figure 28.  Unit 5 west wall profile map 

Unit 5 West Wall Profile Key 
 
A  Existing concrete floor G  Area 5 trench  L. Portland cement 
B-C – 19th 20th century fill  G/J. Area 5/Area 6  M. Red-painted plastered coquina  
D. Tabby Floor 3 (British) H. Zones 2-4. Area 8 tr   N. Coquina rubble in-fill 
E  Subfloor 3   I Area 8 Trench   O Coquina rubble wall material.  
F. Zone 1 soil                               K. Coquina block  P Extruded mortar/tabby above 
                Feature 28 wall  footing 
 

     The extruded mortar is notably absent however, near the middle of the west wall, where what 

appears to be an infilled doorway can be seen (Figure 28-30).  The opening was approximately 50 

cm wide, extending between 85 cm. and 135 cm. northward from the south edge of the excavation 

unit.  The opening was filled in with irregular coquina stones and lime mortar, and an area of 

Portland cement was present just below the modern floor level. The extruding layer of tabby/mortar 

is absent under the door infill area, suggesting that the doorway was not open at the time of initial 

building construction, or alternatively, that the opening of the doorway cut through and removed the 

floor.               

     Other than the area beneath the infilled opening. the wall itself is comprised by a 10-15 cm. thick 

course of irregular coquina stone and rubble over the presumed tabby floor.  Above the rubble layer 

the wall is comprised of large cut coquina blocks bearing remnants of red-painted plaster. The 

lowest course of the red-plastered cut coquina (25-45 cmbps) corresponds to Floor 3 and the Floor 3 

Subfloor, and represents the level at which the British period floor was raised and added.  



38 
 

 
 

 

    

Figure 29  Detail, west wall filled-in opening 

 

SUMMARY INTERPRETATION 

     Five construction episodes have been documented by archaeological data from the Tovar House 

2015-2016 excavations.  This sequence obviously pertains to the areas actually investigated, but 

consistency in the floor and wall materials and construction methods indicate that these episodes 

probably pertain to the entire part of the building encompassed by Rooms 100 and 103.  

 

TABLE 1  .Tovar House Wall Footings 

Unit Feature 

# 

Wall Top 

cmbps 

Base 

cmbps 

Period 

2 11 North 35 54 British 

2 10 East (north 

end) 

35 55 British 

2  12 East (northeast 

corner) 

49 75 1st Spanish 

      

3 15 West 

(northwest 

corner) 

25 50 British 
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3 16 West (north 

end) 

31 46 British 

3 21 West (north 

end) 

50 95 1st Spanish 

3 23 Original North 50   85 1st Spanish 

      

4 24 South 50-52 97 1st Spanish 

4 24E East (north 

end) 

50-52 97 1st Spanish 

      

5 28 West (center) 50 103 1st Spanish 

 

TABLE 2 . Tovar House Colonial Floors  

Unit Floor field 

designation 

Composition Top Base Period 

2 Floor 3 Crushed tabby  25 30 British 

2 Subfloor 3 Absent    

      

3 Floor 3 Compact tabby 25 31 British 

3 Subfloor 3  Absent    

3 Floor 4 Deteriorated 

tabby 

34 38 Late1st 

Spanish 

      

4 Floor 3 Compact tabby 25 33 British 

4 Subfloor 3 Mortar& rubble 33 44 British 

4 Area 2 

Floor 

Deteriorated 

tabby 

50 58 1st Spanish 

      

5 Floor 3 Compact tabby 25 30 British 

5 Subfloor 3 Mortar & rubble 30 46 British 

5 Floor 5 Deteriorated 

tabby 

48 54 1st Spanish 

    

 Stage 1: A seventeenth century occupation, represented by postmolds at the base of the Unit 3 and 

Unit 4 excavations, a possible pre-Tovar House wall trench (Area 8) in Unit 5, and the presence 

of sixteenth and seventeenth century artifacts in most of the deposits. The areal extent of the 

excavations is not, however, sufficient to suggest anything about the size, configuration or location 

of this earlier occupation. 

Stage 2: The construction of a masonry house on a wide, well-consolidated marine shell and mortar 

footing during the latter part of the 17th century, or around the turn of the 18th century.  This footing 

has been documented under the existing east wall (Features 24E at the south end in Unit 4, and 

Feature 10 on the north end in Unit 2 during 2015); the existing south wall (Feature 24); and the 

west wall (Feature 21 in Unit 3 and Feature 28 in Unit 5) (Figure 31) 
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Figure 30.  Colonial wall footings and Spanish period floors 

A portion of the north wall footing of this period was also located in Unit 3 at about 25 centimeters 

south of the present north wall of room 100.   These wall footings were all encountered at close to 

50 cmbps. 

 Deteriorated remnants of a tabby floor adjacent to the tops of the wall footings were present in 

Units 4 and 5, and are the earliest floor surfaces in the building.  There was  no floor at this level 

in Unit 3, although the major damage and rebuilding in this area may have removed such evidence.   

This indicates that the original footprint of the building is defined by the present exterior west 

and south walls, the west wall of Room 100, and a no longer extant wall about 25 centimeters 

south of the present north wall of room 100 (Figure **).  The southern portion of the building 

had a thin mortar or tabby floor, however, as noted above, there was no evidence for a floor at 

that level in the northern section of the room (Unit 3). The most likely fabric of the first masonry 

structure is tabby rubble, or ripio, which forms the lowest courses of the extant west, south and 

east walls, and which was also listed on the 1764 Puente map as the material of which the Tovar 

house was constructed.  

Stage 3: At some time after the original house was built, but before the British Period began, a 

thin tabby or tabique5 wall (Feature 14) was built on the Feature 23 footing in Unit 3. The base 

                                                           
5 Tabique was the designation on the 1788 Roque map for a “very thin tabby wall”, Manucy 1960:69) 
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of that wall does not conform to the alignment of either Feature 23 or of the opposite south wall 

of the building, and is, in fact, the only tabby wall construction found so far at the Tovar House.  

If, in fact, Feature 14 was not the original north wall, it presumes that the original north wall of 

the building, resting on the Feature 23 footing, was destroyed or removed at some point after the 

(assumed) late seventeenth century construction of the house. Furthermore, since tabby was not 

generally used as a building material until after 1703 (Manucy 1960:68), it suggests a destruction 

activity prior to that date, and a rebuilding after that date.   

Remnants of a deteriorated, 4-cm. thick tabby floor were associated with the Feature 14 tabby 

wall section at 39 cmbd (11 cm. above the base of Feature 14/top of feature 23).  The floor ended 

on the south side of the wall remnant, and did not occur on the north side. This supports the 

identification of Feature 23 as the original north wall of the building.  

Given the historically documented destruction events in St. Augustine during that period, the 

most likely current interpretation is that the northern portion of the original stone building was 

destroyed or impacted by the 1702 siege of James Moore.  The tabby wall was then constructed 

prior to the end of the First Spanish period. A very thin tabby floor (Floor 4) is associated with 

the tabby wall, and was in place at the time of British period renovation activities.  

 

Stage 4: Major renovations took place at the Tovar house during the British Period, probably 

corresponding to the acquisition of the property by the merchant, John Johnson.  The northwest 

corner of the building was rebuilt, repositioning the original wall some 25 centimeters to the 

north, possibly to square the corner (Feature 15).  What may have remained above ground of the 

Spanish tabby wall (Feature 14) was removed, and a set of parallel linear grooves abutted the 

south side of the original Spanish wall (Feature 23), cutting through the Spanish Floor 4. These 

grooves (Features 18 and 19) appear to have been associated with the British period rebuilding, 

and look most like wagon or cart wheel scars.   

 

 Rebuilding of the northwest corner of the Tovar house during the British period included 

adding a thin layer of oyster shell, rubble and refuse (Feature 16) on top of the remains of the 

original Spanish west wall footings (Feature 21). This addition extended to the south along the 

west wall for an as-yet unknown distance, although the excavation of Unit 5 indicates that the 

distance was less than five meters. At or around the same time, Room 103 was added to the east 

side of the original Spanish building, and was supported by the same thin, loose footing type 

found beneath Room 100. 

 

Finally, a well-made tabby floor was laid in Room 100, extending over the top of Floor 4 and 

the former Spanish north wall footing, and abutted the new British north wall. Evidence so far 

indicates that this floor was restricted to Room 100, and did not extend into Room 103.  

Throughout Room 100, the top of Floor 3 was consistently found at 25 cmbd.  
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Figure 31  Colonial footings and British period Floor 3 

 

Floor 3 however, was differently constructed in the north and south parts of Room 100.  In at 

least the northern 1.5 meters of the present room (Unit 3), Floor 3 was poured directly above the 

then-existing 18th century Spanish floor level at 34 cmbd.  In Units 4 and 5, in contrast, Floor 3 

was poured above a densely-packed layer of mortar, shell and tabby rubble that extended from 

about 33 cmbps to about 44 cmbps. It seems apparent that after the 18th century repairs during 

the First Spanish period (dated roughly between post-1703 and pre-1763) the northern end of 

Room 100 was raised by about 10 -12 cms., and a thin tabby floor placed at that level.   There is 

no evidence for a floor at that level at the southern end of Room 100.   

 

Stage 5.  Post-British Period alterations were only represented by the current cement floor, and 

the fill layers between it and Floor 3 (the upper 30 cm. of deposit).  The latest dating item 

recovered from the fill between Floors 1 (modern) and 3 (British Period) in Room 100 was 

Creamware, with a terminus post quem of 1762.   In Room 103, however, a fragment of brown 

glass in the fill indicated a post-1850 date (Deagan et. al. 2015:8). 

 

   THe excavations answered many of the questions  post by Historic Architect Hershel Shepard. 

The possibioity that Room 100 was divided into two rooms during the late First Spanish Period 
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remains to be verified archaeologically, as does the reason for the difference in elevation ast the 

two ends of the room.  In the interest of preserving historic fabric, however, it is not 

recommended that that further excavations be carried out in room 100, unless required for 

preservation efforts.   
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APPENDIX 1  Field Provenience Guide 2015-2016 
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